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7 Septexber 1944

Statement of VIRGIL L. ATWID, Pvb., ASN 6967668, Heginental Headquarter
Cempany, 502nd Faraciute Infantry, cencerning less ef iircraft number k2—lm876=

a. Net all of the mratreopers in subject aircraft were able te escape by
porachute. There were 18 men in the stick and 17 have been acceunted fers

Sergeant Irvin, Hesdquarters Company, 2nd Battalien, 50éth Farschute Infamtry,
AP0 472 U, S. Army is still missing.

b Heavy flak ami mechine gun fire were sncountered immediately upen
Teaching the French ceast. Twe mem were weundsd in the plane.

e Stick marachuted from subject aireraft at appreximetely 0056 when plane
Was approximstely 8 miles SW of Carentan and 4 miles inland from the Ceast.

d. 1 have ne knewledge of

welfare or whereabouls of crew members ef subjest
alrcraft,

2. I have ne sdditiensl infermation te offer cencerning less ef aircraft

. 4TS
Pyt., 502d Prcht Infantry.

SWCRN AND SUBSCRIBED TC BEFOAE ME THIS 7TH DAY OF SEPTEMEBER 194k:
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Captafn, 5024 Prent Int.
Adjutant






HEADJUARTERS
BOROPEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS ©  5i 29 Sevtembar 1984,
UNITED STATBS ARMY :

Arg
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SUBIRCT: Additiomal informstion. S

351 Soxmending Conaral, 101st Airborns Division, APD 472,

. Roquest that s statement by Prt. Viegll M, Atwood, 6967668,
of the 02nd Parschuts Infantry bs forwarded to this headquarters, gleing
informeiion perdainisg %o the lods of Alrcraft number 42-100876.

2, Stetemeni should fnelnde the inPermation notes belows

. If 01l paretroopere perachuted from aireratt.

¥ If sicereft encountersd ememy aircraft, fisk or seall arms
firs.

c. Time, lecetion and condition of airoratt when laat contacted.

d. Information pertaining tc the kaltu'» or whereabeuts of craw
wemhers of subJsct alrerafi.

@, Any additioms) information cum:urnl'ag the loss of aireratt.

By command of Genaral ZISENHOVER:

s ‘. mi:
| Rest. Add.Oaneral.
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About Z winute Gefore DZ, I saw ship get hil right below companiemvays
Temediately T eould ses flarves ﬁhrm.gb the "Astre Dome. Flames kept
govting worse and goiny Further back ivks the eabln. At Lhot time the
troopere sterted Yo Jump. A1) tids fiwe $hs pleme wis'in formition. Flans
then pulled up on AefL wing ud seawsd to stall and drop dowa on ite right
wing and prder my ehip., 4 fev seronds luter T saw tho saclosions I onn'h
be sure if 211 the iroopers get out or sny part of the crew, e ons sas
Jumping when plane first pulled up out of formeticn,

S BEE e R e
EFARD 0. BEAURSARD, 4
st Tty Alr Gorpe.

Fink dame from 2C depreds vight frem his nmose. It ewisred the fuselege
and som v-ia::my t"lrea;gh %he gie banks snd fires were msdi&hly \rlaxbu,
Bod Firet
umiarmus fusslege. Vs olone seemsd to. fa1Y sy 1o the right iHhds. w,\;e =
heve beer wy over rumming) and I took up Fermailen aff of Tesd elpment. Co-
0ot sucdenly warred that hurning plere wos swerving Lowmrd us exd 4t
&Fpoﬂlnd %0 be turning 1ef and climbing imte we, ¥ sidtufed shorp pull
up #ikh full powsr énd both sirseaft Brieg in s clivbing attitude very clows
togebher, afier waich burning plans suddenly fell away to ths rizht
digeppenred fron views

B e b
JAUPS AL SUHULZD, i

26t L4, Alr Corpsy.

B

Approxicebely 2 minutes from D2 T saw the plene et hit by tracers areund
mideshiv. I auw sove broopers leaving the plsna by varschuls sbowt 45 seo, o
1. minuts inter, By shis time the plane wes compleily enguifed in flames, plene
4hen T611 awsy and crashed.

fonor . Farrte

/[Junms C. tarpols,
gat 14151671, AaF.







