,*hs picked up iO more men from the gliders, though in so

ng his group became engaged at close range by enemy maciine
n fire and had to get for cover. Wéndering into CAUQUIGKY
;fe: This was the first potential capture of the western
\Pfoach to the LA FISI@crossing.) they picked up another 30
en from Company D, 507. At that time, TIMVES heard firing
the direction of AMFRWVILIE and decided that nis own
1ion was probably attacking the village from.the north
g;pording to plan) and that he had best take his group and

_#i against AMFREVILIE from the east to assist the .mission.

his time, it was daylight. TIMMES figured it would be

aviting trouble to move his group'via the main road, so he

pered a little to the north of ths CAUQUIGNY church and

rted them cross-countiy. They ﬂeployed along a hedgerow

then went ahead alonz the lateral hedgerows and ditches.
re Weré about 40 men. They moved on through the group of
buildings to ﬁorthwest of the church; there they ran into
ﬁP of aboﬁt 30 men uader IT IEVY of 507. TIKMES organ-

the enlargeq party for all-around protectlon and again

ed forward, He imagined that he would be moving in on

€Ar and flank of an enemy force already engaged along its

'; ont, once he came to ALFREVILLE. On this assumption, he

iﬂted both his flanks with the ides that it would give him

QVantagp in the attack. As the group started moving

high ground just to the east of AMFREVIILE, they ran



"'ito a platocn of 4 iericans, mainly from 507: but tné platoon
w@s concerned with gsetting cn to its own objective-—a position
along the northeast Ilank of the 82d's sector. It moved off

- at Tight angles to the line which TI}MVUES was teking: within
La yery few mirutes thereafter he was beginning to find trouble..

gghe Germans had taken up fire positiocons along the top of the,

.(lﬁsh ground; apparently, there weren't very many of -them, but
‘game small arms fire from beyond the hedges on both flanks
ﬁﬁége;n to take slow tcll of TILNES' msn, By the time TIMMES
gtart;ed to move int~ the \fillage, he realized that his esti-
.mte of the situation had been entirely wrong, The enemy was
'not being engaéed vy any other Americans; the only firing

" from the village was IJF"JIM directed ggainst him; and he felt
“that he was gradually losiag control of his own force without
doing any hurt to the Gernmans The attack drew machine gun
fire from out of the tops of some of the buildings; that
simply spurred TIIZES? de_cisicn to witidraw and reorganize.
(He had lost 7 or ¢ men, some of them killed, During the with-
drawal, enemy fire again harassod his flanks; some of the
Germans in f‘”*_“?j“iIIL_Tﬂ 1ad followed him out, and one machine

.lit_lnmade itself especiglly obnoxiocus, trailing the group by

8 hedgerow distance. By 0930 TIMITS had taken up a defensive
8ition 111 an orchard next the marsh, soméwhat less than a |
e north of the GAUQUICHY church. He put his men to work
ing in and otherwise organizing the position. That morn-

,.-_rthey had abandoned a 57 AT gunr in one of the gliders apd



;f:ils intended to recover it if he could. -But the position
.éiﬁinued to draw some fire from outside its perimeter: in
Lmbfning, this was of desultory character and the group
uld have picked up and moved on had they chosen. 1In mid-
L pternoon of that day, TIMMES would have moved, but by that
,;25 it was too late.* | |

_fjfor the advance of Company A, 505, against the IA FIERE
'ﬁ;;ition; there was nothing either accidental or casual about
.? ‘That was the Company's target; they went straight to it
d were well fitted for the undertaking. The Company came
to the same Drop Zone as the two Battalions which were to
«- in STE MERE EGLISE; it became the first company to as-
.xﬁble that morning. All in all; that was perhaps the most
remarkable assembly accomplished during OPERATION NEPTUNE,
Eﬁ?ca, despite the darkness? all but two men were accounted
% r within one hour of the drop. They began gathering while
he:move and the first sticks were already proceeding to-

04 the objective when the last sticks hit the field. Per-

briefing followed by a perfect drop accounted for this

PBenomenon , **
¥ had procesded to within 300 yards of the La FIERE bridge

pthis was TIMMES' statement. He spoke with regret of what
gousidered a lost opportunity. :

2his 18 not the HO's opinion but the statement of the men.
youpany A material was obtained at a Company critique with
¢ '1ving officers and NOOs present.
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é é£ the road jﬁnction just to east_of-it'when they
sniper fire from their left flank and within a few _
-fndS bumned into a front of machine gun fire covering the
E?es at MANOIR DE LA FIERE. They believed that they were |
irst Americans on the scene. LT GEORGE W, PRESNELL led
quad far over to the right almost to the bank of the

" “then tried to move by tﬁe left flank against the build-
gs; the group got past the first band of fire and was mov—'
4n behind the first enemy gunlpoéition when it came under
»é%from a éecond machine gun positioned near the bridge;
‘iL grenaded the first gun and thought he knocked it

% then the squad had to withdraw,

: fhese thlngs were happening to Comnauy A, 505, the

n_&s ST group, including WISNER'S party, were coming toward
ERE down the east bank of the River. OEN GAVIN and his
.Were still on the west shore or finding thelir way across
arsh. It had been reported to GAVIHN that LINDQUIST'S

}“ D was moving down the railroad and he (GAVIN) was about
to take off along the same route when two gliders 1ahded.
-ng wegt shaore about 400 yards from GAVIN'S position. Up
hen, the GAVIN party had managed to retrieve only one

and a few rounds of ammunition; all other neavy equip~
8% Including radios, had been lost inlthe marsh. The gllder
iing therefore seemed like a gift from above; with luck,

'Eahe gliders might even contain & 57 AT gun; so the move

”;{'5_-
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;{ér. The patrolfs 1eader- LT GRAHAM, refﬁrned in about
inutes; he needed 25-30 additional men; one glider con-
Rined a 57 gun and the other a Jjeep; they had landed in a
f;h and added to the normal difficulties of the 51tuat10n,
;enemy was putting small arms fire on the marsh, (Note

o; From examination of the ground, it seems probable that
%e orchard where GAVIN had landed is the same one where
force became held.) The patrol left on its mission
;;hRAHAH'waS back within the hour; he said that the men
-héﬁn't budge the equipment and the enémy fire was building
.?Eteadily. This time GAVIN accompanied him to the marsh,
ﬂisﬁnd that the men had gone to ground in old German po-
ons where they were under quch grazing fire that the pri-
'ijdifficulty was to get them out of their holes and work-~
-‘ He went back to the n051tlon along the marsh shore after
'“133 MATONEY ¢nstructlon¢ to either get the men on their

at once or give it up. "MALONTY tried, but no good came
¥. The men couldn't manhandle the heavy equzpment out of
:)hog, ,even after they had braved the fire and got the flrst
] f the detail acoompllshed the Jjeep sank from its own
“ﬁft into the mud in the end they had to destroy both jeep

}un they were lucky to get out, such was the build-up of
'jrman fire.

”ﬁf time it was broad daylight—o0600 or 0630. GAVIN now
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3?£ﬁat-he had no choice in the matter. The evidence of‘

strength to west of the river was such that he beliaved .

3€;-contact whatever elements of 505 were at LA FIERE, and

,;iék the causeway from the east.

'@Ténemy did not crowd them as they waded out into the water;

-;f'crossed to the east shore without any additional trouble.* -

*The varying opergtional parts of this chapter come from _
GAVIN interview, the first and second LINDJUIST interviews,
8 TIMMES interview, the 507th narrative (prepared with the
Blp of LT WISHER) and the AUES interview, in addition to the

W,

fmpany A critique, previously mentioned.
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THE MdRﬁING FIGHT | e

;kﬁﬁugh the Lﬁ FIERE brldgehead wag the Number 2 obgective,
t wa S Surpr131ng in v1ew of the bad circumstances of the
frop how many parties went after the bridze at MANCIR DE 1A
}}m,that morning. Or agalp the very circumstences of the
 may have reacted in that direction. Far more sticks

: dropped in the v1cln1ty of LA FIERE then had been in-
-&ed, and those which did so, knowing how badly they them~
liaa had fared, were under the additidnal pressure of Wofry
the forces committed to LA FIERE had been dropped no 1ess
»iwrrom tne assigned objective.

hére so many were drawn to the objective from various di-

A8

‘ﬁions, where so few were preou_h to defend it, the effect~

® of a determined effort by a few die—ha;d individuals.
f}-fé nature of the circumstances, the Americans came to the
'{fat blecemeal, and each element, apart from Company A,

/88 more or less probing its way into an uncertain sit-

_ There was never a time when the American side knew
gtrength; this, and the piecemeal character of the ap-

gave the eneny a cﬁance fto deal with the onset in

i
Rt -
.

Ejtalion, 505, had been gkﬂén the assignment, and

” { - = 18_—



in already had TA FIERE under attack. A group of about 45

i?ack. Possibly an hour before GAVIN came scross the marsh

ed by CAPT JAMES A. DICKZRSON in the marsh to east of
-;}ﬁRBESVILLE] SCHWARTZWALDER'S party began to advance against
ANOIR DE LA FIZR®. They moved only a little distance along
€ southern side of the "Y" formed by the two highways and
_4Imre then brought in check by the fire of a heavy machine gun.
JOHN ¥W. MARR, who was leading the point about 150 yards in
;éﬁtanee of the Company, looked back and saw that the Company
{?hlstopped. He decided to try to take the gun out by moving
far over to the left so that he came at the MANOIR from the
iﬁthf His group got down to the first hedgerow next]the
.éier, then fire broke around them from a number of positioﬁs
;or around the buildings at the MANOIR; MARR decided that
’E»place was too hot and he led the point back to the Company ;

Q}h? Withdrew,_the German zun which had opened the skirmish
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ed forward, nédgerow by hedgerow; its fire began to
pround SGHWARTZWAIDER and the ren and he ordered them to

;f forward along the hedgerows. The gun withdrew over

emphasis in the story of the MERDERET bridgehead and
 {t moment, it was probably the key to the situation.
J'aeemed to MARR, as he watched; that some of the enemy
as being directed toward the Spposite flank, thoﬁgh he
fWay of know}ng that this was because Company A, 505,
'Eifacking from the other side. SCHWARTZWATDER told MARR

@ his men and attempt tc move forward alcng the hedgerow
; to-a stone wall flanking the farm road which led into
%ﬂEe. MARR started across the field with four men; two
3?ﬁ*were shot through the legs by a machine gun firing at
32;3 range as they closed on the hedgerow. ‘They went flat,
ACOBAR, one of the wouqqed men, opened fire on the Ger-
M0 with his tommy gun; he was firing wild; a German rose
the position with his arm cocked to heave a potato

PL LAWTON drilled him with his carbine; the German
die and he stood there; struggling to get the grenade

“; ON and PVT PARIETTO threw grenades right together;

o O



s

lew up the-gth position and two Germans with iﬁ; by this
*gjmachine p;stol fire was raiéing hell against the hedge~-

e where the five men lay; IAWTON- who was still 1ookin¢'for

Q ﬁle although he was bleeding badly from two wounds, shot
,'mgn offlcer who was casually regarding the scene through

iy culars from benlnd the bridge; after that, MARE decided

.:; with the rest of the point following. The Company was

@O tactical mishaps as occurred might be incomprehensible

ﬁ}ss the development of situation is examined in the light
s

@B the extreme difficulties of ground. The area around MANOIR

: ;f FIERE was strongly compartmented with high, box-like

'féfows which for the most part were over-run with blackberry
'iﬁher thorn so that both observation and the opportunity
[erctration were aritically limited. The ground itself,
't:ering the position from flank to flank, was most irreg-
“?lFrom the railway line westward, it rolls gently for a
fundreq yards, then falls off sharply to the IIuIEP.DEBET* that
e .of the triangle of land bounded by the railway and the
';;hW&Ys leading into MANOIR DE IA FIERE; it is true of
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=zt of the MANOIR
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gs—a terrain that is partly pasture. partly orchard

ey

'rtly truck garden—is extremely irrsgular. Tae side
utting in through the MANOIR and ussZ principally for

(7}

rvic:l.ng of that establishment is bcunéeé on tas north

eral large knolls, oriss-crossed tr hedzerows, and on

: 'uth by a series of rather large mci=is, sheped not un-

Bthe Indian "kitchen middens™ of the Tnited States. It

surrounding hedg

XGHWARTZL"IALDER made the first bid o tke morning to seize

_ofce attempting to envelop the LAT’C”= rosition. The ex-
‘heignt of the MANOIR buildings corocunded this diffi-
. They are not avurage French far— tulldings, but are
 .:° stone-walled aff&_tirs, averaging =*c %t four stories
At, both the houses and the barrsz. Xoreover, where
":'».-__ ldings are not directly joineé, —-=7 =zave connecting
'11,13; higher than a man., The effzct is like righting
i 8ides or a block of anartme:ts, wrzZere the latter are
8tout construction and fitteé wizz such convenient
3 that mortar fire will hardly sce=r the walls. None

pry large force, perfectly joineZ Iz the first place,



'\ bring off an envelopment of MANOIR DE LA FIERE “from
gastward, without risking the probability of a divorce

ghe two flanks. And of course those conditions were not

I&esent that morning.

the time being; SCHWARTZWALDER practically gave over_thg,
gack on the left though DDLAN persisted on the right. GAVIN'
. there before LINDQUIST'S people had joined the . battle. He
} nothing about SCHJARTZWALDER'S force or what the left

talion, 505, who told him that Company A's point had gotten
n almost to the bridge. He said that he was lightly op-

ed and that he expected to have the position within the

r. It was a correct premise but was reascned fo an incor-
; conclusion.* GAVIN then decided that his own duty was
ﬁimmve'south as quickly as possible; he had not seen ILIND~

: who was then deploying his own force to southéast of the
OIR position without yet coming in contact with the enemy;
inasmuch as the LA FIERE bridgehead seemed to be coming

G? control, the.situation at CHEF DU PONT became of fore-
concern in the mind of the General; what was happening
and around Hill 30‘ where 508 was supposed to concen-
Was still unknown but the fact that LIIDQUIST'S rarty
08 had been dropped so far north made it the less llkely

here hag been an effective concentration around Hill 30

4@ data on German stren th.is fo be found further alon
n&rra‘tlve . g < . a. 23
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:féund, Brlefly, he talked to MAJ KELLAM, commanding First 4



$ch could clinch control of the lower briigehead.

j{%a good'part of LINDQUIST'S present force (mainly the men
n;i“,soSJ were already moving through the fields ard along

'i? hedges west of the railway in an attempt to round out the .
fiandly line and effect an envelopment of the MANCIR position,
ﬁ men from 507 who had been with GAVIN seemed most available
‘;'the gsouthern task. But this group, under OSTBERG and
[;ﬂnﬂY had already begun to sw1ng toward the bridge position
.nia GAVIN was talking with KEILAL and it was with conslder—
,{; difficulty that they were again brought under control

4 headed south toward CHEF DU PONT.

WINDQUIST, on getting to the ground and finding that Company
nﬁfs already attaoking; had tried, quite unsuccessfully, to
pd 1T JOHN J. DOLAN, the Commender of Company A. During
search someone from Company A had'tOld him (the statement
i.not strietly accurate) that Company A was moving forward
he right side of the main road; LINDQUIST therefore decid-
‘ 0 advance his own force along the left of the main road.
B8 body was still in march column, though it had left the
'f)-and was moving next the hedgerows, when it reached the

' j:_‘.several hundred yards east of the bridge, At that point
fﬁading elements came under machine gun fire from the vi-
15‘Of the bridge; LINDQUIST looked overzthe foreground and
'“fd that the field of fire was so clear to the defending
908 that further advance in that direction was prohibited;
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;:pf the local road which wound down through the farm

BMings. His men thus deployed in the area of the mounds,
o multiplicity of hedgerows, in combination with the
i;irregularity of the ground, gave them advantageous

;or getting forward in small skirmishing parties.

%;be movements, made without Company A becoming aware
-fi: had the effect of divorcing LINDQUIST'S forqe morally
f?éically during the next few critical hours from the
fi.ings on the right flank. Althoush only about 300 vards
'{;artmented fields separated the two commands, the right'
1??0ught on through the morning without ever gettihg a
Pﬁhat it was helped or supported. Most of the men did

v that there were cther friendly forces working on the

wWas senior on the ground but never took command of
¥ A or of the zeneral bridgehead operation. KELILAM, the
&ble commander of the Battalion initially assigned the .

ﬂkmo?t Of the other elements of the Battalion had been

ot crlthue the statement of all concerned was cleaA
#V0cal on this point.,
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';¥ported it to GAVIN; then GAVIN had gone to CHEF DU POITT;

ihstructlon had come to LINDQUIST to take the opmrat;on

;yéft,had been slow, steady and uneventful; they hsd been
;Jéea'by a few snipers and an occasional burst of automatic
and by exercise of caution had kept down their losses,
‘:ﬁ er on the right, a great deal had happened to Company

i  er PRESNELL'S patrol had withdrawn from the advanced
uq;} on the right near the briﬁga, DOLAN tried for a time
%*-;Ffﬁen up the enemy fire positions by liberal use of his
J.mortars; he thought that the effort had been somewhat
)essful. He then followed up with a' plan of attack aimed

B general envelopment .

3;¢t?01 was sent far over to.the rigat; it was told to get

._ished very little. A second patrol under 2ND LT WILLIAM

}! Y was sent far over to the left to get to the embankment


http://rig.it

of thé MANCIR with the samé general purpose in mindi

,:; revealing of DQLAN'S state of information on the genefal
';aﬁion that in so aséigning his second patrol, he was in

; eot sending it around 508's flank and employing it as if

.GRJQ else was present.

.',; A's center was then sent forward acrcss the ground
king the méin road—the ground which, after survey, LIND-
had considered was too well interdicted by automatic

IT DONALD G. COXCN, leading the platoon in the center,
:old by DOLAN to get his scouts out during the approachg:
ground and hedges around them were already being beaten
tense fire from machine guns and machine pistols. COXON
: “Weli sir, if I must send someone out, I'1ll go myself."
crawled forward along the hedge, taking the first scout
him. They got about 100 yards, A bullet killed the

A another bullgt wounded COXON; -he was pretty hard hit
Ie started coming back; while he wag moving along another

t hit him in the stomach; after that, he bled to death.

ROBERT E. MC LAUGHLIN took over the platoon. His rsdio
?g:pr, CPL FRAKK BUSA, ﬁoved on forward and was hit by a
'E_?'B bullet, MC LAUGHLIN though he was alive and went out
A him; before Mo L&UCHLIN could make it, he himself was
i;thﬂ upper leg; the bullet went through the lover part
};atomach and ceme out of his buttocks. DOLﬂN’and MAT

-

MC GIN+TY? Battalion Executive, were observing from

w P
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A ,;ﬁe hedgerow from which MC LAUGHLIN had crawled forward.
'niper‘s bullet hit M GINITY and killed him; DOLAN located
s sniper and killed him with a tommy gun. DOLAN then crawl-
{;on forward and dressed MC LAUGHLIN'S wounds; after that,
rawled back to the hedgerow; it began to rain saoftly;

AT AN crevled up to MC LAUGHLIN to cover him with a raincoat;

b X %
_%FTUGHLIN'was dead.,

e enemy automatic fire had increased steadily during this
me. However, Gompanf A's position was such that it could
':make'suitable return, DOLAN was worrying about the two
fols moving in from the flanks and feared that he might.

e
Bhoot his own men. Already, about 10 men were dead and 20

'é;ded in the Oompany line, The hour was between 1000 and
)30 A few more men from 507 were ccming into taoe area and
@ placed on the defensive 11ne along the River to north cf
be area where DOLAN was attacking; a laree number of 507 men
_iier CAPT DIC KERSOh were already in line there. But of_this
foreased strength, DCLAN could feel very little. He knew

inly that his own men were stopped for the time being.

was about 1100 when word of Company A's trouble gnd of MAJ
CINITY'S death reached LINDQUIST. This was after he had
*Llhd with GEN RIDGWAY. In his sweep around to the left, he
eontacted and swallowed SCHWARTZWALDER'S force, He how
for SCHWARTZWALDER and said: "I've got a missicn for youq"

"1an he outlined was no novelty: SCHWARTZWALDER was to

b  2 | | e



g ack the MANOIR from the south over exactly the same . rouue'
we had gone early that mornlng. “LINDQUIST then sent an of-
cer to tell DOLAN that at 1200, the two forces would advancé!
:ﬁ both sides '‘of the main road, with Gompany A, 505, sweeping
lhgﬁg.tne right, and Company ﬁ, 508, keepin~s pace with it
jough the fields to the ‘left., When the noon hdur'came,
‘nQUIST saw no signs of movement on-the right and heard
7 tﬁing from DOLAN. He tried to contact the right, then feil-
'ﬂ;;_ﬁe'told his own men tp go ahead. Their progress was al-
-fét uninterrupted; ﬁhe-enemy had had enough. During the
j_gréh of.the buildings at the MANOTIR, the 508 force killed
ﬂiikrmaﬁs, wounded about the same number and daptured 9 or 10.
.losseé among 508 were two wounded and one killed; the

lans put'up a white flag and as one of LI NDQUIS”?S men

;epped into the open to receive the surrender, he was shot

final footnote to the engagement was tha LT OAKIEY'S
rol from Company A, which had swung out and around LIND-

:.;'S forpe, reached the appdinted ground in time to clean

@e left, or at least to soften it to a point where, when

ARTZWATDER came through, he had clear sailing.

he IMERDERET along the fhird hedgerow south of
The enemy 4did not see them until they had moved

hﬁ first hedgeraw, which was almost on top of the German
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”:gition, -Macnine.gun-and ﬁachine pistol fire then caﬁe_
ig;inst them but they were snug against the hedgerow embank-
ﬁﬁﬂt and no one was hit. OAKLEY and SGT OSCAR L. 4UEEN, us--
éns rifles, eliminated one German with a machine pistol and

Vo I‘iflzemen ®

ﬁgn the patrol ran for the dover of the stone wall whigh runs
fom thelsouthernmost barn of the MANOIR almost to the bridgé,
ljuﬁ covering the side road-%long its south facing., (This wall
- atly influences the tactical situation during succeeding
ﬁarations at the bridgehead.) They made it without hurt and
ned fire on an enemy machine gun to north of the main road.
This gun was in position to operate against the American |
‘ght flank,) The others covered while QUEEN crossed the

Lﬁa road, running as low as he could. As QUEEN ducked
{j@rough a gate in the stone wall opposite, a grenade exploded
f¥§out five feet away and stunned him slightly. He heard some-
¥behiﬁd him firing a .45. A figure moved in the branches
‘ﬁ tree near where he lay; with his carbine, QUEEN shot a

: fout of the tree,- Then he ran back acroés the road, He

ind that CAPT DALZ ROYDEN had done the pistol shooting: ROY-
ad seen someone in the house throwing grenades at QﬂEEﬁ.
trol sent back for a machine'éun. When the gun got
\;they put it in action at the lower end of the stone
{%firing at the German gun on the other side of the main

J?fThe Position was strengthened and the situation furthe:'
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t{ired a short time later by the arrival on the far left

ﬁank'of the force from Company G, 507.

IARTZJ/AIDER advanced his men to this ground almost in a

tHe final surrender to LINDQUIST'S force was fast ap-
ching. About 4 or 5 men were lightly wbunded in moving
“the Company 4P 6 the #toms walls They had to stop there.
D ITS JOHN G. DARLING and EDWARD KEEHAN, on teking the
gf}ce party as far as the bridge, had been turned back by

_glar fire comlng from the American right flank,

. There was.still a 1little automatic fire over the fronﬁ,

P Lot



IEVY'S PATRCOL

church and establish a fire position which would dominate
G;uscway from the western end. The order thus loosely
yen became, one link in a chain of events which resulted in
.of the bravest episodes of the MERDERET battle. It was
sunreme irony of *he day that this same heroism came of
episode which tlwarted CEN GAVIN of his main chance for

uick victory. The LEYVY zroupn moved out equipped with

les, grenades, cae tommy gun, one BAR and a rifle equipped

LU

n anti-tenk gronade

Nay to the churech, LEVY ran ianto LT JOSEPH KORMYLO éf

ANy D and about 20 men, including & crew with a light

ne gun, KORIYIO had alresdy seen the bridge; in fact,
ntryside that morning. He
.ﬂr?Pped into a field covered by enemy fire near the GREY
¢, and after workinz his way cautiously out of that hot-

'_he had travelsa south, collecting men as he went along.

dy

men and sant

o

~-tank

r"1

men; finally he found
fa 8un crew and some riflemen from his own unit. The

! e (.a " - 2 -
g éred ciear of faTLh01qGS as 1t moved along; on coming

ifﬂup of farmhouses northwest of the church at CAU-
WOREYTO fieured t

hat he had better set up a defensive



blished a perimeter defense; they were still there wheh

¥ came along.  KORMYLO briefed him on the situation. He
::already get up his machine gun near the marsh line so

t it covered tue brﬁdﬁe and Causewaj, though in SD dolng
“bad worked blind. Iaitially the gun had been p01nted in -
t direction because they_could hear firing from there. . .
HIO then.rouﬁed a Frenchmsn out of one of -the houses,fqndf.-
er checking thfouga his phrase sheet, he asked: "le Pbﬁt?"
‘poinued to the south. The Ereﬁchman led him.tolwhere;hé
-d séé!the bridce across the marsh;.alsoi he could see the

ch and he knew from thsse things that his guess with the

{

zood cne. It was deeply in his mind that the
dge was the secondary mission of the Division and he figur-
hat he had better colleet his gang and get on down there;

it was just at this roment that LEVY and his group came

and KOEIYLO d"q cussed the situation briefly, and in the

“Llof the facua tnat LKCiYLO was impressed with the impor- 4
} of tne objective end neither officer knew the state of
‘at the Bridge, it was decided to send all of KORMYLO'S

98Pt the machine gun crew to TTMES' position in the

In this decision, their awareness that TIMMES had

TKDBMYLO,



n‘flt to send ou.y 10 men %o the brldge doubtless played
*1drge nart. Slnce IEVY was senior, aORMYLO 1ncorporatnd .
; men into the group and they started south. IEVY told .
RHYLO that tﬁev would get to the church as quickly as pos-
ble; their numbers con31dered LEVY felt that occupatlon
_the ground around the church was the strongest move the -
ﬁp could me¥e. The hour was sboub 1130 when the movement -
funderway} KORMYLO did not expect any real trouble. He
a'mbve@ up and down the west bank quite openly prior to
y*'S coming and_had drawn no fire. During this_timé,'hé
'heérd firing on the east bank, but it was a ragged-and
grregular fire and he did not get the impression that any

rtant actica was tsaking place.

group moved down to the first hedgerow confronting the
_ : i
B8ilr objective. The first lap was easy. As they started

gh the second hedgerow short of the church, they drew

er fire., It secrie@ to be coming from eastward of them,

(It is quite possible this was American fire from the
nk. ) They went low along the hedgerows, trying both
tection and to keep their presence hid. But the fire £
p in VOluEQ és they went alonz until i1t prohibited

At the last hedgerow north of the churﬁh iEVY‘calléd

To go ahead on that line megnt that the patrol would .




'
i

v

to move in the open, He led them pack along the norﬁh4l"

o A

.jn ‘nedgerow, then moved west and south, taking advant&ge

*the embankment cbver, and finally brought them into the &

oh along a lane paralleling the main road. The passage
unonposed; it was exactly noon wihen the patrol took the

ch‘over. After setting up a fire posmtlon the men broke - 4

'"£heir rations.. A Frenchmen came over and served them
1Ién& cider. The machine gun Was'set up so that -it had a
d of fire ransing along‘the'wesfern banklnorth of 'the
ﬁ'dée. This secrmed +the best use to make of it; the patrol
-not sense at this timg that- there were other frlﬂndlj
es olose at hand slong the western shore, though looklng'
iﬁﬂ-the far esnd of_the. auseway taey could see a 57 gun
he high ground beyond the LA FIERT buildings—the only
1cation of the position of the Americans attacking the

dge from the east.

LEVY completed his defensive arrangements, two 508th of-

rs and about 40 men came into the church from south of

_nm4n road Tﬁis-grou§

Ty
e
ja

; assembled on the western side

“‘gﬁe MERDERET, The newcomers agreed with IEVY that the
ﬂtion‘Was of rrime irvortance and after joining forces

ﬁhim; théy set up a defensive posgition covering the road

Bear the church and the ground lfing south of it, The

R party had a bazooka; a road bloec*, covering to the west,

*ft up hear the church., IEVY sent a runaer back to TIMMES



P?£ the message that he had secured the bridgehead.

Mdden pickup of activity along the east bank. Mortar fire

jé pitting heavily into the 14 FIERE buildings and the small

BVY walked out onto the road and looked thrcueh his field

dasses eastward along the Causeway.

0," he yelled, "Damn it! That's a paratrooper coming

§0ross the bridge.m

LI0 threw an orange smoke grenade out into the middle of
road. Immediately there came back an answering wave of

range flag from the other side of the River.

L? were small acts, and in themsel?es; they were perfectly
?Pt- They seemed to signal that the Causeway fight was
go0d the 824 Division had won the LERDERET bridgehead at
"ifcost. Yet of them came much trouble.*

WHRIIYIC, His statements were all supported by sth
| - er
e of the patrol. P g

& B



THE FIRST CROSSING

;he east bank the ball kel b el o CAPT SCHWARTZ-

”nt that bridge t aﬁen‘*-—the same company Wﬂluh had found
‘aft spot along the right flank of the German_defenses
of:the bridge. ‘ith UGLNLR ZWAIDER as the noon hour
:wgnd passed, there were about 80 men, LIEDQUIST in going
_Qé nort flank of the “05¢tlon had tsgken most of SCHWARTZ~
R'S own men: there remained about 12 men from Company G
_he others were raihly frogm otner comranies of the same
:ibn.

time was about 1330, GEN GAVII was away on hls personal
m-éissanoe of the situaticn at CilLF DU PONT. SCHWARTZ-
R'S force was practically non—enéaged and .over on the

ght the situation had quieted. From across the river around
i5'§AUQUIGHY church there had come no sizn that Americans
present. These were thé general circumstances when the
came that SCHWATTZWALDER was to take his men on across.
ZIALDGR told L7 I7ARR to lead out with the point. MARR
Ay knew sore thing of the situation into which he would
“{} g, & captured German XCO had told him that there were

“

‘fed flre pite sbtrung out along the Causeway. MARR looked

815 was SCIJARTZWAIDER'S recollection of the order, Ac-
88 Lo LINDQUIST, RIDGWAY said: "I want this area- cleared
rmans gnd tLe bridg eueld seournd."



§ his watoh as the lead scout, PVT JAMES L. MATTINGLY,

ffpped off; it was 1345«

&;king erect, right along the top of the embankment, MAT-.
Ii ;LY got 100 yards west of the bridge without a shot being
;ﬁ;d; then an enemy rifleman in a machine gun emplacement

4 he north side of the Causeway blazed away at him. MAT-
PINGLY emptied his rifle into the position as fast as he

w'd pull the trisger, then went flat and threw a grenade.
?ﬁhit fair on the target; killing one man and wounding
-yﬁfher, From the same emplacement, two other Germans jumped
éfwith their hands in air, Then five Germans who had been
'ﬂ;foxnoles right next to MATTINGLY -ose up in surrender.  He
no choice but to take them in because his own rifle was
Y. ©So he waved them on back toward the Company. The
.ricans behind MATTINGLY saw this action clearly, noticed
boldness and were greatly encouraged by it; they felt
3&%? the resistance was crumbling, They also saw that both
;{ ?he German groups had quitted machine guns—MG-42s—with
;ﬂph they could have covered the embankments on both sides.

g7 One man was shot ¢rossing the Causeway; he gzot a bullet
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4£;west bank. SCHWARTZ[ALDER told one of his men to break
;€£ - drange flag; as he did so, he saw an orange flare light
in the roadway next the church. LT WISNER, who was observ-
7 grom off on the flank of the MANOIR position along the

if shore, saw the same flare—the orange smoke grenade

rown by KORMYLO. To WISNER, it indicated that SCHWARTZ-
i}'R;S forces had reached the west baﬁk and he realized that
.1iﬁmove should be supported. He reported the matter to CAPT
;Gf;;RSUN of 507 who replied: "Yes, we inteﬁd to cross at

L@_n WISNER relaxed, figuring that the situation'was.at
ﬁfﬁt coming well under control. But the circumstances had

up an entirely different train of thought in SCHWARTZ-
jﬁﬂ&ER'S:mind; he had expected to meet stern résistance and
f};nead he had beaten down the resistance swiftly and had then
é@eivw the friendly signal from what he had supposed was a
?!é;tile quarter, It filled him with optimism and he went for-
g thinking that the Americans were solidly in possession of
--West bank and that his ﬁour de force had been scarcely
Boeded. The impression was deepened when LEVY and KORMYLO

®ams forward along the western end of the Causeway to meet

+ There was g little sniper fire coming from the marshes
‘outh of the Causeway. After the meeting, LEVY continued
hif the east bank where he talked to a field officer and as-
ﬁ him, as he had assured SCHWARTZWALDER, that he had- the

L*bank under control. LEVY was back in about 15 minutes;

¢ld KORMYLO that he had a promise that a Battalion of 505th

_39_



”on its way to take the bridgehead over.*

he few minuteslbefore LEVY'S return, SCHWARTZWALDER and
men moved in beside the churchyard and deployed along the
werow which faced the MERDERET. The point, under MARR,
adied at the northern end of this hedgeréw. It was thus
?IEVY found them‘when he got back to his own men. They
Qt moved westward as if to protectlthe bridgehead from
gemy pressure from that side; but were already pointed as if
_4gf;intended moving north. IEVY and SCHWARTZWALDER talked
Tfhrthe situation, SCHWARTZWALDER figured that the bridge

5 rialready "captured"™ and he had it firmly in his mind that
fought to be on his way to AMFREVILIE—his original objec-
g LEVY made no objection. But he felt that since TIMMES
sent him to outpost the bridge, he had better stick there.
sver, he told SCHWARTZWALDER about the situation of TIMMES!

P, and when a very few minutes later SCHWARTZWALDER start- -

SVIWARTZIAIDER'S reactions are set down as he reported
O the HO, 4t the time of the interview, he had no idea
full consequences of his action at the Bridge and his
0y was given fully and freely. WISNER was the witness
4 ?W DICKERSON happened to make his move., KORMYLO told
:é ‘S course of action. MARR and MATTINGLY told about the
fa-ON%KVIN‘S check on his own schedule placed him at

- 4O -



fnt with SCHWARTZWALDER; in fact, only two 508 officers and
jenlisted men remained behind in.the immediate vicinity of

e churche. The others figured that the show was over at this

:_drawn in the opposite direction. At first he could hear
g rifle fire; as if at a considerable distance; it was
B 70 vory quickly by the steady rat-tat-tat of machine gun
%; though he could not be sure that these were German guns.
n rather indistinetly he could hear tanks coming toward
33 and he knew that these rumblings were from west of the

er,

}énly, opposite him, a German ambulance bobbed out of the
1l which ran south along the Rivef and turned west into
e_road leading to AMFREVILLE. The ambulance stopped for a
énd; a German waved a Red Cross flag from the door. Before
nyone thought to do anything, the ambulance was on its way
and speeding down ‘the road; but the German had had time

B0 that there were Americans on the west bank of the MER-

'[_gnd covering the bridge.

' ;thIee minutes, a shell landed on the intersection west
§° Causeway and was ‘followed after an inmterval by four

ae_Othgrs. The shells then searched northward along the

""h-l—,



ver hedg;erow; a.nd SCH»‘JARTZWéLDER; feeling them singeing his
. _.:“11 but not knowing the full inferences of the build-up,

L lﬂ‘89d his men to move along fhst.er. They went on the double

" -lmtil they got to the sixth hedgerow north.of the church.
;111, some of the men must have guessed what was happenlng
‘:;;ghj_nd thems Days later, MARR remembered that during a momen-
ﬁry pause in the shooting, he had heard the men passing

around the word: "Tanks!" He scarcely believed it at the

ARTZWAIDER pressed on; he wanted to talk to TIMMES and

out if he needed help; and he also wanted TIMMES' advice-
about whother he should strike for AMFREVILLE. So thinking,
ﬁ unwittingly led his own men into ground where a force equal
§ 80 their own had remained immobile for hours because of fire
rm north and west of them. Thereby they were wasted; join-
N TIMMES, SCH.JARTZ//ALDER anq his men contrived only to share

Ete1r immobility during the next L& hours,

clt &t the church, IEVY, KORMYLO, the two 508 officers and

isted men* built up a line inside the hedgerow and para-

8 the main road. The bazooka had departed with the

D which moved north to the orchard. The machine gun was

ced that 1t covered a line running across the rear of

¢hs The riflemen were spread out at intervals of

i8rg were a few other men from 508 to south of the road
S men did not know it at the time,
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THE ONE-SQUAD STAND

f IEVY couldn't stay quiet. He told KORMYLO and an un-
,.iéptifiéd private (He was a stranger to LEVY and KORMYLO,
because he became KIA during the afternoon and was lost
Ifhe detail, KORMYLO never learned his name) to follow him
;j thén he moved out along the hedgerow extending to their

wn right flank. A very narrow sunken lane cuts through into
-‘éide road at a right angle behind the church. LEVY made
.%the spot where the hedgerow bounding the main road and

he hedgerow bounding the lane_came together~—about 200 yards
.nd the church. This was within stone's-throw of the south-
:—leading road along which he thoughtthe Germans were com-
He said to KORLYLO: "iWe may be able to swing around

_ ir left and get in a few licks befo“e they know what has

ﬂ.t them." Until now he had seen no enemy and he had no idea

:Jggthar they were coming forward deployed or in column.

short of the main road, there is a shallow but heavily-

i?ned bay in the hedgerow bordering the lane. Here IEVY

KORMYIL0 and the private were told to go on; he said

f_ d cover their line of retreat, The pair slipped quiet-

the hedpe untll only a stride or two separated them

he open road,

-‘“].h

The enemy tanks were making a clatter;

U could see their turrets as they came on into the
°t1°n and at tnat p01nt he could see also g group of
‘flemen coming obliquely across hls front from the left.

TR :
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,{Eanks were moving in about the same direction but were
;{gae the line of riflemen. KORMYLQ and the private fired
ew quick rounds with their rifles, and without stopping
*niee the effect; they ran back down the lane as fast as
5jgould go. They passed LEVY and he yelled: "Go on!f But
did not follow. They Jjumped iﬁ the ditdh and continued to
qgéthinklng the Germans were right behind them, But the
.-i had stopped to set up a machine gun right at the turn
the hedge where the lane met the road. The embaniment
*rGrad'the Germans so that the crew handling the machine gun
?H*;e the churchyard did not even see themn, However, they
within 10 yards of where IEVY waited in the bay of the
gerow. He could hear them talking excitedly as they set
he gun. So he took out a grenade, pulled the pin, counted
Be and gave it a lictle toss. Tt exploded between the two
rhus and wounded both: LEVY took a few quick steps and dis=-
*ﬂf;hed them with his rifle. Then he came running back; KOR-
'Eand the private had hélted some distance down the lane,
lizing on second thought that they had better stand to

{ LEVY., He was helmetless and was laughing like mad when
ﬂaohed them. KORMYLO remembered then that he had heard
eond erenzae go off; he knew it was IEVY'S habit to laugh
”;hen the heat was on and he took it, though nothing was
@th&t the second grenade had almost got IEVY.*

Jgsdescrlhtlon in detail is KORMYLO'S. The HO checked
ground and found enough to wholly confirm most of
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nks were already uﬁ and shelling the church and a few
;?lémerican riflemén:had pulled back fromlthe position.
ii;man infantry had élosed right up on the side rogd next
:urch and the half dozen men remaining on the American

were fighting it out with them through the hedgerow.

Bdes at one another and although the Americans were hold-

?fir bwn for the moment, it was perfectly clear from the

:-eld. KORMYLO saw a German come up over the hedgerow
gment; et a range of two feet, he emptied his carbine
f?_and shattered the top of his skull. By this time,

ﬁi disappeared; KORMYLO thought he had pulled out but

1 grenade distance of the tanks. KORMYLO looked around
':;i;only one other American still standing at the hedge-

B o35 that ig, there was physical evidence that an
‘gthis kind had taken place, KORMYLO said of IEVY
®IA and thererfo

t re could not be interviewed): "He was
"fg man I have even seen in battle.m
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.»;;d. ‘He was there when the tanks came along. At the fork -
[ the road, the lead tank was hit straight on by a rocket

é?knocked out; the source of the rocket was a mystery; there
~;?no one in the position armed with a bazooka; the men fig-

__Eﬁ out later that a bazooka man, working alone, must. have

ad never seen before (still unidentified) came crawling

ng theléame ditch where he lay hidden. Both carried gam-

- ﬂ;grenades; STEWART had a BAR and several gammon gre-

ta.' STEWART passed them his grenades and stood ready to

er them as they threw, The hedge gave them partial coveri
iﬁanks came on past them, moving slowly; the two grenadiers
d and threw all of their gammons at the metal. There were
;ral explosions, very close together. The tanks rolled on
fi'yards and stopped-—disabled, The crews tried to clear
;;as the first two men jumped down, the first'sergeant got
‘iboth with a fragmentatibn grenade; STEWART shot the third
?iﬁ he ran; the second crew ducked back into the tank. At
'"?nuent a medium.Gérman tank moved up to the road fork,
ifa by a large group of infantry. STEWART and his com-
didn't waste a second glance on them; their grenades

;one; they got up from their ditch and started moving
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':;K.of the church, LEVY and the others joined them. This
o the last of the action for the squad. They got out in
etty good order, carrying their machine gun and staying

.Slected as they moved along the hedgerows until they re-

iﬂted. Company B of 508th had been coming across the Cause~
 ifgatting up there, or so they thought, to support SCHWARTZ~
Fm 's.bid for the bridgehead. The Germans swept past the
Shurch just after the middle of their column reached the west-
ﬁnﬂ of the Causeway. The blow caught them unaware; the

ns fire made it impossible for them to turn back the way
hgd come. The first of their number had only managed
ross - the Causeway and start a deployment to south of the
%road; they wére just beginning to dig in when the bloﬁ

s Those who followed had no choice but to flee for safety
_ﬂt way they could, for there was no possibility of a de-
*:int‘along the narrow Causeway or of maintaining the ad-
51;£The fire coming dﬁwn the twisting road interdicted any
BOL to the right. They broke to the left and tried bo

5

??eases were KORMYLO, STEWART and PVT OWEN L. GARLING-
L Who saw this action.
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srk OT swim thelr way back through the swamp and the river.
¢ that hard choice cost them dear. The Germans were deploy-
o4 along the western shdre before any of the Company B men
f;ad maneged to wade very far through the waist-deep water and
- fhg uneven ground and rushes of the marsh. Some pf them were
t down; and some of them died from drowning within sight
;their comraées on the east bank. These were the troops
g?ﬁ:ch CAPT DOLAN'S men saw shot while they were floundering
.ough-tne swamp; and mistakenly assumed were ﬁaratroopers
;fjhad dropped on the west bank and were merely moving to an
embly; DOLAN and his men did not know that there had been

dvance across the Causeway.*

*Some of the testimony with respect to the Company B men
8 from COL LIKDQUIST. WISNER, KORMYILO and some of the
L others remembered the departure of SCHWARTZWAIDER'S company
. &d the repulse of Company B as closely joined; separated, in
i faot, by only a few minutes. LINDQUIST thought the Company B
- group was well across and had been on the west bank for an
- allerval before the collision occurred. The force described
. 88 "Company B" included some-Division artillerymen and men
. from Regimental Leadquarters, according to LINDQUIST—in all,
U 4O men, LINDQUIST, who was senior officer at the bridge
I;;ltion all morning though he had not been formally placed
S oharge of the operation or of the force (in fact, he had
gﬁhpeen or talked to GAVIIN) issued the order for the Cause-
Sa) Orossing at the same time that he had issued orders for
g 8stablishing of his own CP to rear of the LEROUEX farm-
at MANOIR DE 1A FIERE. He knew that SCHWARTZWAIDER in-
Yo go on from CAUQUIGNY to TTIIMS' position. 'He was
Gnt‘for it and could talk of nothing else but making that
"LIHDQUlgT_Said.. Accordingly, he followed with the first
TOOPS in the wake of SCHWARTZJALDER'S column, purpos-
bnii2ke a quick reconnaissance of the situation west of
Brldge. But he was on the west bank for only a brief
,chand then shuttled back to see how the establishment
bari 25 coming along. Right after he returned to the
g8, the German tanks reached the west bank.,

B .

- 49 -



; IEVY'S group closed on the orchard, there were altogether
ﬁ.men and 21 officers under COL TIMMES' command. But the
argement of the force in no wise ;mproved TIMMES' position,
though the force was never charged by the Cerman infantry
fact, it saw almost nothing of the enemy) the pressure
.k ;he enemy fire intensified rapidly after SCHWARTZWALDER'S
_igg;al. The orchard received rifle fire from gll around the
:i?imater except on the MERDERET side and there were bands of
;matic fire from the westward which covered the marshes
;iﬂfocused toward the road running east through the orchard.
;fig the next two days, while remaining on this ground, 25
oent of TIMMES' men became casualties with disabling wounds;

:

gigntly'woundud were not counted.,

D night, however, after the bridgehead had been won for a

ful few minutes and then lost, LEVY and KORMYLO compared

rlences. They agreed bhat if they had had one company

ent around the churcﬁ, they could have beaten back the

attack and held the bridgehead, But this was only
;oture.* _

Bdual envelopment of TIMMES® position was of course the

1 complement of the German counter-attack against the

“’*‘ bridgehead. The enemy knew that the under-water road

.-.

8 Just south of the GREY CASTIE and connecting the

from 1oryT .
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f%fern side of the bridgehead under control.

-;;1ng the column across the mgrsh to TIMMES' relief. Mean-
,b:he had sent PFC CARTER back to TIMMES with the message'
wjfa friendly force was coming in and he Was-to 1ift the
;:ields covering the road north of the orchard.* Enginéers

one ahead also and had marked the shoulders of the under-

g;; word came to COL LEWIS from Division that he was to dis-

#gard that part of the order which applied to AMFREVILIE and

£OLS' came from the MARR interview, CARTER made the trip
€ machine gun fire with two men from 325th covering him.
w:eived the Silver Star for this missionm.
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ILIE into CAUQUIGNY ané attack across the road. Company

s ordered to turn around the western side of the orchard,

.dféf the Causeway. The mission given Company A was to

:re the road Jjunctions around LE MOTEY and pro*ect the rear
;;nompanles B and C sgainst any advaﬂce from AE?HEVILLm MAT
@urpRD, commanding the Battalion, had conferred with TIMMES
he orchard and this was the plan that he had decided upon;
‘because of Company C's over-longz commitment at the GREY |
T , it had the effect of feeding the companies into the
“{iéh piecemeal and without Jjuncture anywhere along their
gont . From TIMMES® party, LT LEVY was assigned to guide
gompany B and LT FORMAN to guide Company A. Company A, which
_jsstill at the GREY CASTIE but héd completed driving the
'}iﬂ S from the buildings, was put ‘n LT MARR'S hands. He
Vhéﬁhem sauﬁh; the Germans swarmed right back into the build-
88 and fired at them as they withdr.w through the hedgerows.
Pompahy got down to the AMFREVILLE-CAUQUIGNY road without
'{10ulty, knocking out one machine gun post enroute; while
i"were in movement, a runner came in with the Jessage that
iiny B had advanced rapidly to the road and was now moving
Ward along the northern side; they wanted Company C to come

_gﬁrapidly as possible. This, they did, crossing the main
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_?Bbﬁnding an oat field, ready for the sweep east. As they

;moved out, they tripped several alarm devices set by the enemy..

" MARR talked to the Company Commander and suggestéd that he
:ihad better try to make contact on the left; he was told that
_ﬁgompany B was probably on ahead in any case and that contact
igould be made automatically when Company C nulled abreast

_jgut right after that they came to a road fork in the darkness,
1isfqok their direction and turned southward along the hedge-
}ow; thinking this was the boundary of the maiﬁ road. (Note:
;his is the same road'along whioh SCT KNEALE moved his mén on
;he following day.) It was then about.OBBO. They zot about
'f}dway of the field along which they ' ere advancing ani began
’b'draw sporadic fire from their front, Still, the Company

. noved on fapi@ly to the end of the field; thnere they came
;bfeast of a sunken road, and as they looked thrcugh the hedge
at what lay ahead, they saw they were almost within touching
sition of a German artillery position. Thirty yards away,
‘counted three 88s and a snub-nosed howitzer. It was still
?;grk, but by the starlight he could see the guns and men gfcup—

8 around them.

';?IGermans had seen the Company at the same time. Some of
n began yelling:."Kamerad!" and other things in German.

y seemed wholly shocked by the surprise and for the momsnt
1%¥rﬁde no move to fire, All alor~ the American line men

88 Velling: "Don't fire! The Germans are going to surrender.”
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