
• • • . " .. 

SS picked up 10 more men from the g l i d e r s , though in so 

Bin^ h i s Sr"0UP became engaged a t c lose range by enemy machine 

«itt f i r e and had t o ge t fo r cover . Wandering i n t o CAUQ.UICBXY 

ft'ote: This was the f i r s t p o t e n t i a l cap tu re of the western 

approach t o the LA FIEFS c r o s s i n g , ) they picked up ano ther 30 

*)»n from Company D, 507. At t h a t t i m e , TIMuFCS heard f i r i n g 

from the d i r e c t i o n of AMFHS7ILL1 and decided t h a t h i s own 

Jgttalion was probably a t t a c k i n g the v i l l a g e from the no r th 

(according to plan) and t h a t he had bes t t ake h i s group and 

owe agains t AJfFSSVILLE from the e a s t t o a s s i s t the -mission. 

By this t ime, i t was d a y l i g h t . TIMMES f igured i t would be 

Inviting t roub le t o move h i s group v i a t h e main road , so he 

fWrea a l i t t l e t o the no r th of t h e CAUQUIG-NY church and 

Started them c r o s s - c o u n t r y . Thsy deployed along a hedgerow 

ted then went ahead along t h e l a t e r a l hedgerows and d i t c h e s . 

Hire were about L0 men. TJiey moved on th rough the group of 

Item buildings to northwest of t h e church: t h e r e they ran i n t o 

• group of about 30 men under LT LEVY of 507. THUMBS organ-

*«4 the enlarged p a r t y fo r a l l - a r o u n d p r o t e c t i o n and aga in 

ttmed forward. He imagined t h a t he would be moving i n on 

**• rear and f lank of an enemy force a l r e a d y engaged along i t s 

• front, once he came t o AIJEFdSVILLE. On t h i s assumpt ion , he 

"Silted both h i s f l anks w i th t h e idea t h a t i t would give him 

pavantage i n t he a t t a c k . As the group s t a r t e d moving 

B high ground j u s t to the e a s t of AMEEEVILLE, they ran 
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llnto a platoon of Aiericans, mainly from 507: but the platoon 

Mar concerned with getting on to its own objective—a position 

along the northeast flank of the S2d's sector. It moved off 

at right angles to the line which TIL2.1ES was taking: within 

a very few minutes thereafter he was beginning to find trouble. 

fhe Germans had taken up fire positions along the top of the, 

nigh ground; apparently, there weren't very many of'them, but 

some small arris fire from beyond the hedges on both flanks 

began to take slow, toll of TIIJ3SS* men. By the time TB/MES 

Started to move into the village, he realized that his esti*-
if 

jnate of the s i t u a t i o n had been e n t i r e l y wrong, The enemy was 

not being engaged by any o ther Americans; t h e only f i r i n g 

from the v i l l a g e v»as being d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t him; and he f e l t 

that he was g r a d u a l l y l o s ing c o n t r o l of h i s own force wi thout 

doing any h u r t to t h e Germans. The a t t a c k drew machine gun 

fire from out of the tops of some of the b u i l d i n g s ; t h a t 

Singly spurred TIPIZES' d e c i s i o n t o withdraw and r e o r g a n i z e . 

He,had l o s t 7 or 8 men, some of them k i l l e d , During t h e withr-

dtawai, enemy f i r e aga in harassed h i s f l a n k s ; some of the 

Germans i n AIII^EvILLS had followed him o u t , and one machine 

SOU made i t s e l f e s p e c i a l l y obnoxious, t r a i l i n g the group by 

006. hedgerow d i s t a n c e . By 0930 TIMES had t aken up a defens ive 

OSition i n an orchard next the marsh, somewhat l e s s than a 

**le nor th of the CAUQUIGKY church. He put h i s men to work 

gfeing in and o the iwise organiz ing the p o s i t i o n . That morn-

they had abandoned a 51 AT gun in one of the g l i d e r s and 

': 
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LlES intended to recover it if he could..' But the position 

ntinued to draw some fire from outside its perimeter: in 

the morning, this was of desultory character and the group 

âould have picked up and moved, on had they chosen. In mld-

•fternoon of that day, TIMM3S would have moved, but by that 

%ime it was too late.* 
' 

»S for the advance of Company A, 505, a g a i n s t the LA FIERE 

position, t h e r e was nothing e i t h e r a c c i d e n t a l or ca sua l about 

i t . That was the Company's t a r g e t ; they went s t r a i g h t t o i t 

end were w e l l f i t t e d fo r the u n d e r t a k i n g . The Company came 

&o the same Drop Zone as the two B a t t a l i o n s which were t o 

fight in STE MERE EGLISE; i t became the f i r s t company to a s ­

semble t h a t morning. Al l i n a l l , t h a t was perhaps the most 

remarkable assembly accomplished dur ing OPERATION NEPTUNE, 

Since, de sp i t e t h e d a r k n e s s , a l l but two men were accounted 

>:for wi th in one hour of the d rop . They began g a t h e r i n g whi le 

OH the move and t h e " f i r s t s t i c k s were a l r e a d y proceeding to,-

*ard the ob j ec t i ve when the l a s t s t i c k s h i t the f i e l d . P e r ­

fect b r ie f ing followed by a p e r f e c t drop accounted for t h i s 

inomenon.** 

IT tad proceeded t o w i t h i n 300 yards of the LA EIERE br idge 

P h i s was TB1MES* s t a t emen t . He spoke wi th r e g r e t of what 
g g j j ^ e r e d a l o s t o p p o r t u n i t y . 
rfhis i s not t h e HO's opinion but the s ta tement of t h e men. 
papany A m a t e r i a l was obtained, a t a Company c r i t i q u e w i th 
surviving o f f i c e r s and NOOs p r e s e n t . 

- 14 
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were at the road junction just to east, of it when they 

sniper fire from their left flank and within a few 

w^s bumped into a front of machine gun fire covering the 

ouges at MANOIR DE LA ELERS. They believed that they were 

first Americans on the scene. LT GEORGE Wv PRESNELL led 

. squad far over to the right almost to the bank of the 

river,"then tried to move by the left flank against the build-

• the group got pas t the f i r s t band of f i r e and was mov-

|M in behind the f i r s t enemy gun p o s i t i o n when i t came under 

ire from a second machine gun pos i t i oned near the b r i d g e ; 

[pWELL grenaded the f i r s t gun and thought he knocked i t ,.r-

cut; then the squad had t o wi thdraw, 
• 

(bile these t h i n g s were happening t o Company A, 505, t h e 

UQJHST group, inc lud ing WISHER'S party ' , were coming toward 

HERE down t h e e a s t 'bank of the R ive r . GEN GAVIN and h i s 

oe were s t i l l on the west shore or f i nd ing t h e i r way ac ro s s 

I marsh. I t had been r e p o r t e d t o GAVIN t h a t LINDQUIST'S 

•fan was moving down the r a i l r o a d and he (GAVIN) was about 

My to take off along the same r o u t e when two g l i d e r s landed '. 

| | e west shore about 400 yards from GAVIN'S p o s i t i o n . Up 

L then, t he GAVIN p a r t y had managed to r e t r i e v e only one • 

jjfca and a few rounds of ammunition; a l l o t h e r heavy equip.-

including r a d i o s , had been l o s t in the marsh. The g l i d e r .' 

t h e r e f o r e seemed l i k e a g i f t from above; w i th luck , 

£he g l i d e r s might even c o n t a i n a 57 AT gun; so t h e move 

- 1 5 -
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tb was postponed and a patrol was sent to reconnoiter the , 

er. The patrol's leader, IT GRAHAM, returned in about 

•wj minute's; he needed 25-30 additional men; one glider con-

lined a 51 S u n and the other a jeep; they had landed in a 

ba'rsh, and added to the normal difficulties of -the situation, 

•jje enemy was putting small arms fire on the marsh, (Note 

|# HO: From examination of the ground, it seems probable that 

tbe orchard where GAVIN had landed" is the same one where 

ppQSS force became held.) The patrol left on its mission 

but GRAHAM was back within the hour; he said that the men 

wouldn't budge the equipment and the enemy fire was building 

•Mteadily.. This time GAVIN accompanied him to the marsh, 

B§ found that the men had gone to ground in old German pe­

titions where they were unier such grazing fire that the pri-

UXf difficulty was to get them out of their holes and work­

ing. He went back to the position along the marsh shore after 

Siting MALQNEY instructions to either get the men on their 

•skat once or give it up, 'MALCNSY tried, but no good came 

•Lt. The men couldn't manhandle the heavy equipment out of 

.bog; even after they had braved the fire and got the first 

of the detail accomplished, the jeep sank from its own 

I into the mud; in the end they had to destroy both jeep 

gun; they were lucky to get out, such was the build-up of 

Ĝerman fire. 

• time it was broad daylight—0600 or 0630, GAVIN now 

If. - 16 -
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H I tha t lie had no choice i n the matter . . The evidence of; 

mr s t r e n g t h t o west of the r i v e r was such t h a t he be l i eved 

i t was impossible t o move down the west shore and go at the 

Itidge from the wes te rn approach; the r i s k of c ros s ing t h e . 

marsh i n day l igh t seemed the l e s s e r ; so t h e column moved 

Rross t h e marsh t o the r a i l r o a d embankment, where i t turned 

Huth and followed the r a i l s t o LA. FIBRE. I t was GOTH'S 

|ftea tha t h i s force would p ick up a l l t h a t could be found, of 

-:f contact whatever e lements of 505 were a t LA FIERE, and 

fiffcflck the causeway from t h e e a s t . 

"file enemy did not crowd them a s t hey waded out i n t o t h e w a t e r : 

, they crossed t o the e a s t shore wi thou t any a d d i t i o n a l t r o u b l e . * jj 
6 • 

?*The varying o p e r a t i o n a l p a r t s of t h i s chap te r come from 
the GAVIN i n t e r v i e w , the f i r s t and second TJLKO$JT.&E i n t e r v i e w s , 
the TIMMES i n t e r v i e w , the 507th n a r r a t i v e (prepared w i th t h e 
htlp of LT WISKER) and t h e AW8 i n t e r v i e w , i n a d d i t i o n t o t h e 
Company A c r i t i q u e , p r e v i o u s l y ment ioned. 
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THE MORNING FIGHT 

Rtbough the LA FIERE bridgehead was the Number 2 o b j e c t i v e , 

I I was s u r p r i s i n g i n view of the bad c i rcumstances of the 

ayop how many p a r t i e s went a f t e r t he b r idge a t MANCIB- DI LA. : 

•jggg, tha t morning. Or aga in t h e v e r y c i rcumstances of the 

ip may have r e a c t e d i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n . Far more s t i c k s 

K s dropped in the v i c i n i t y of LA FIBRE than had been i n -

[$Bded, and those which did s o , knowing how badly they them- : .-; 

I jpes had f a red , were under the a d d i t i o n a l p r e s su re of worry 

lest the forces committed t o LA FIERE had been dropped no l e s s 

ftr from the ass igned o b j e c t i v e . 

tore so many were drawn t o the o b j e c t i v e from v a r i o u s d i -

Mjfclons, where so few were pre sJ. .', t o defend i t , t h e e f f e c t -

winess- of the r e s i s t a n c e which kept t he e a s t end of t h e Cause-

•ff in German hands fo r a lmost seven hours a f t e r the a r r i v a l 

^^overwhelming American f o r c e s cannot be expla ined in terms 

ilone of a determined e f f o r t by a few d ie -ha rd i n d i v i d u a l s . 

the nature of the c i r c u m s t a n c e s , the Americans came t o t h e 

| 8 t piecemeal, and each e l emen t , a p a r t from Company A, 

was more or l e s s probing i t s way i n t o an u n c e r t a i n s i t -

• P " T h e r e was never a t ime when the .American s ide knew 
-

«n strength; this, and the piecemeal character of the ap-

i gave the enemy a ciiance to deal with the onset in 

- talion, 505, had been g^'an the assignment, and 
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fcpany A, being ready,. proceeded to the objec t ive . --.It did 

j§ by the shortes t route and'without any extensive reconnais­

sance of the general pos i t ion . Had such been undertaken 
1 

Ibnat morning, Company A would have been surprised to learn 

Kbat part of the American force had beaten -it to the objective 

Ej& already had 1A FIERE under attack. A group of about 45 

pen, mainly from 507, had collected that morning on the east -

jlnore of the MERDERET just north of the LA FIERE Causeway. 

jpAPT E. V. SCHWARTZWALDER had assembled them on the railway 

i'track. Possibly an hour before GAVIN came across the marsh 

pith the body of the regiment (there were about 300 men of 

;507,with GAVIN finally, the greater number having been assem­

bled by CAPT JAMES A. DICKERSON in the marsh to east of 

'GOURBESVILLE) SCKffARTZWALDER'S party began to advance against 

''UNOIR DE LA EIERE. They moved only a little distance along 

the southern side of the "Y" formed by the two highways and 

were then brought in check by the fire of a heavy machine gun. 

.Iff JOHN W. MARR, who was leading the point about 150 yards in 

âdvance of the Company, looked back and saw that the Company 

had stopped. He decided to try to take the gun out by moving 

|far over to the left so that he came at the MANOIR from the 

|8outh. His group got down to the first hedgerow next the 

fPiver, then fire broke around them from a number of positions 

|& or around the buildings at the MANOIR; MARR decided that 
1 

le place was too hot and he led the point back to the Company; 

I he withdrew, the German gun which had opened the skirmish 
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forward, hedgerow by hedgerow; its fire began to 

around SCHWARTZWAIDER and the men and he ordered them to 

*ek forward along the hedgerows. The gun withdrew over 

sane line along which it had advanced; the Company ac-

Ltshed nothing except the killing of one sniper; but by 

fomte the Company got up to the ground which the point 

held for a few minutes before it, too, was forced to check, 

'had* made an approach which was to figure with ever-in-

Bnfig emphasis in the story of the MERDERET bridgehead and 

t moment, it was probably the key to the situation. 

it seemed to MARR, as he watched, that some of the enemy 

was being directed toward the opposite flank, though he 

noway of knowing that this was because Company A, 505, 

libtaoking from the other side. SCHv/ARTZWALDER told MARR 

tftice his men and attempt to move forward along the hedgerow 
?y-

\ get to -a s tone wa l l f l ank ing the farm road which led i n t o 

Idge. MARR s t a r t e d ac ross the f i e l d w i t h four men; two 

hem were shot through t h e l egs by a machine gun f i r i n g a t 

Is range as t hey closed on the hedgerow. They went f l a t . 

IpSCOBAR, one of the wounded men, opened f i r e on t h e Ger-

W With h i s tommy gun; he was f i r i n g w i l d ; a German r o s e 

the p o s i t i o n wi th h i s arm cocked t o heave a p o t a t o 

• CPL IAWTON d r i l l e d him w i t h h i s c a r b i n e ; the German 

| i e and he stood t h e r e , s t r u g g l i n g t o g e t the grenade 

WTON and RVT RARLETTO threw grenades r i g h t t o g e t h e r ; 
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Iblew up the gun position and two Germans with it; by this 

"machine pistol fire was raising hell against the hedge-

where the five men lay; LAWTON, who was still looking for 

jjlle although he was bleeding badly from two wounds, shot 

;oman officer who was casually regarding the scene through 

ipoulars from behind the bridge; after that, MARE decided 

it LAWTCN was losing too much blood, and he carried him 

mkt with the rest of the point following. The Company was • 

wral hedgerows to the rear, and what had been going on 

IXong the right flank (where Company A, 505, had engaged) all 

phis time, they knew nothing at all about. If a psycho-

Leal moment had passed, at least none present were in po-

ition to recognize it. 
if- * 

.•tactical mishaps as occurred might be incomprehensible 

Bless the development of situation is examined in the light 

'tile extreme difficulties of ground. The area around MANQ1B 

t U. FIERE was strongly compartmented with high, box-like 

tfgerows which for the most part were over-run with blackberry 

pther thorn so that both observation and the opportunity 

penetration were critically limited. The ground itself, 

Hdering the position-from flank to flank, was most irreg-

k» From the railway line westward, it rolls gently for a 

Idred yards, then falls off sharply to the MERDEBET: that 

/Of the triangle of land bounded by the railway and the 

Shways leading into MANOIR DE LA FIERE; it is true of 
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•ound bordering both sides of the main road lead ing 

%0 the River, 

*^e ground to the immediate south and e 

ngs—a t e r r a i n tha t i s . p a r t l y p a s t u r e 

[partly t ruck garden—is extremely i r r e g 

put t ing in through the MANOIR and used 

jrvioing of tha t establishment i s fcous 

reraX large kno l l s , c r i s s -c rossed by h 

south by a se r i e s of r a the r la rge mound 

ithe Indian "kitchen middens" of t h e Us 

gthrough these small h i l locks and t h e i r 

pBOMARTZ^XDER made the f i r s t bid at t 

^eastern end of the Causeway, 

Mils were thus a mass imposed between 

jtforce attempting to envelop the KA1-CZ?, 

K'height of the 1IA1I0IR buildings conpcu 

«jf# They are not average French f a r n bu 

MP stone-walled a f f a i r s , averaging a t e 

Ight, both the houses and. the b a r n s . 

•ildings are not d i r ec t l y jo ined, -uey 

falls, higher than a man. The e f f e e -

sides of a block of apar tments , v i e 

I stout construction and f i t t e d w l z i 

'ks that mortar f i r e wi l l hardly s e a r 

**y large force, pe r fec t ly jo ined i n 

t s t of the MANOIR , 

p a r t l y orchard 

i l a r . Tne s ide 

p r i n c i p a l l y for 

Led on the nor th 

;dgerows, and on 

i, shaped not un­

ited S t a t e s . I t 

mrrounding hedges 

le morning to seize 

:he two f lanks of 

pos i t ion . The ex­

ceed t h i s d i f f i -

. I d ings , but a re 

\t four s t o r i e s 

lore over , whe r e 

have c onne ct ing 

i s l i k e f i gh t i ng 

e the l a t t e r are 

ueh convenient 

• he w a l i s . None 

t h e f i r s t p l a c e , 
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Id br ing off an envelopment of MANOIR W LA FIERFTfrOm • 

the eastward, xvithout r i s k i n g the p r o b a b i l i t y of a d ivorce 

f the two f l a n k s . And of course those cond i t ions were not 

j^esent t h a t morning. 

For the time be ing , SCBVARTZWALDER p r a c t i c a l l y gave over t h e . 

attack on the l e f t though DOLAN p e r s i s t e d on the r i g h t , GAVIN 

rot there before LINPQJTEST'S people had joined the . b a t t l e . He 

jgiiW nothing about SCH/ARTZ¥ALDERSS force or what the l e f t 

tad found. B r i e f l y , he t a l k e d t o MA J KELLAM, commanding F i r s t 

t t a l i o n , 505, who t o l d him t h a t Company A ' s po in t had g o t t e n 

down almost to the b r i d g e . Pie sa id t h a t he was l i g h t l y op-

• jeged and t h a t he expected t o have t h e p o s i t i o n w i t h i n the 

hour. I t was a c o r r e c t premise but was reasoned t o an I n c o r ­

rect conclus ion.* GAVIN then decided t h a t h i s own duty was 

to aove south as qu ick ly as p o s s i b l e ; he had not seen LINB-

$XST who was then deploying h i s own force to sou theas t of t h e 

K&ffOlR p o s i t i o n wi thout yet coming In contac t wi th the enemy; 

t inasmuch as the LA FIERE bridgehead seemed t o be coming 

mier con t ro l , the s i t u a t i o n a t CHEF DU POUT became of f o r e ­

st concern in the mind of the General ; what was happening 

'and around H i l l 30, where 503 was supposed to concen­

ts , was s t i l l unknown; but the f ac t t h a t LIHDQUIST'S p a r t y 

508 had been dropped so f a r no r th made i t the l e s s l i k e l y 

there had been an e f f e c t i v e c o n c e n t r a t i o n around H i l l 30 

»i» e t ,oS t a^°n G e r D 1 a n s t r e n g t h i s t o be found f u r t h e r a long 
^ n a r r a t i v e . 
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icb C'ould clinch control of the lower bridgehead. 

, a good part
 o f LINDQUIST'S present force (mainly the men 

<from 5 ° ^ w e r e alrea(^y moving through the fields and along 

the hedges west of the railway in an attempt to round out the 

%iendly line and effect an envelopment of the MANCIR position, 

'the men from 507 who had been with GAVIN seemed most available . 

Rjr the southern task. But this group, under OSTBEEG- and 

E L O N E Y had already begun to swing toward the bridge position 

While GAVIN was talking with KEIXAM, and it was with consider-

wble difficulty that they were again brought under control 

and headed south toward CHEF DU PONT. 

HMD^UIST? on getting to the ground and finding that Company 

A Wa8 already attacking, had tried, quite unsuccessfully, to 

•find LT JOHN J. DOLAN, the Commander of Company A, During 

Ma search someone from Company A had told him {the statement 

•as not strictly accurate) that Company A was moving forward 

•a the right side of the main road; LIHDQJJIST therefore decid-

Lto advance his own force along the left of the main road. 

I body was still in march column, though, it had left the 

1 and was moving next the hedgerows, when it reached the 

t several hundred yards east of the bridge. At that point, • 

lading elements came under machine gun fire from the vi-

r Of the bridge; LINLQ'CJIST looked over the foreground and 

W. that the field of fire was so clear to the defending 

1 that further advance In that direction was prohibited; 
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llefl the head of the column back about 100 yards or more 

»I>e the ground afforded protection and proceeded to 

nize the Battalion in column of companies. He then side-̂  

limed the whole column leftward (south) several hundred 

•s so that his attack would go against the M&NOXR from 

|ti of the local road which, wound down through the farm 

rings. His men thus deployed in the area of the mounds, ' 

a multiplicity of hedgerows, in combination with the 

reme irregularity of the ground, gave them advantageous 

•for getting forward in 'small skirmishing parties. 

hese movements, made without Company A becoming aware 

gem, had the effect of divorcing LINPQUIST'S force morally 

iysically during the nezt few critical hours from the 

akings on the right flank. Although only about 300 yards 

ijapartmented fields separated the two commands, the right 

£ fought on through the morning without ever getting a 

|that it was helped or supported. Most of the men did 

|KW that there were other friendly forces working•on the 
* 

-• 

I 

«P was senior on the ground but never took command of 

pA(or of the general bridgehead operation. KELLAM, the 

|>le commander of the Battalion initially assigned th 

:-(most of the other elements of the Battalion had b 

.e 
een 

u ? - ^ 1 ? 1 ^ ® t i i e statement of a l l concerned was clea] 
fivocal on t h i s po in t . 
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ered and had not yet come up) had e s t ima ted t h e ' s i t u a t i o n 

Reported i t to GAVIN; then GAVIN had. gone to CHEHF DU.PCNT; 

i n s t r u c t i o n had come t o LINDQ.UIST t o t a k e the' o p e r a t i o n 

I t was cons ide rab ly l a t e r in the morning when GEN EIDG-

fkoans to LA EIERE from h i s CP near STE- MERE EGLI3S and gave 

KnQuTST a p o s i t i v e i n s t r u c t i o n t o c l e a r up the s i t u a t i o n — . ' 

Eon he proceeded t o do, 

Mine i n t e rven ing hours the advance of LINDQUIST'S men on 

be l e f t had been slow, s teady and uneven t fu l ; t hey had been 

Brassed by a few s n i p e r s and an o c c a s i o n a l bu r s t of automat ic 

B e , and by e x e r c i s e of cau t ion had kept down t h e i r l o s s e s , 

tat over on the r i g h t , a g rea t dea l had happened t o Company 

PAfter PRESNELL'S p a t r o l had withdrawn from the advanced 

Mund on the r i g h t near the b r i d g e , DOLAN t r i e d for a t ime 

JFaoften up the enemy f i r e p o s i t i o n s by l i b e r a l use of h i s 

ram mortars ; he thought t h a t the e f f o r t had been somewhat 

•pessful. He then followed up wi th a! p l an of a t t a c k aimed 

; •* a general envelopmenta 

• patrol was sent f a r over t o . the r i g . i t ; i t was t o l d t o get 

|»e River and then move south along the embankment wi th 

j>bject of p e n e t r a t i n g the enemy de fenses from t h a t f l a n k , 

•least of punching toward them and keeping them occupied: 

?.. end t h i s p a t r o l could not make a near approach and i t 

•ished very l i t t l e . A second p a t r o l under 2ND LT WILLIAM 

'•Y was sent f a r over to the l e f t t o ge t t o the embankment 
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of the MANOIR with the same general purpose in mind: 

is revealing of DQLAN'S state of information on the general 

ituation that in so assigning his second patrol, he was in 

ffeot sending it around 508's flank and employing it as if 

go on© eise w a s Present0 

H&pany A's center was then sent forward across the ground 

junking the main road—the ground which, after survey, LIND-

;Sf had considered was too well interdicted by automatic 

'$, lH DONALD a. CQZON, leading the platoon in the center, 

was told by DOLAN to get his scouts out during the approach} 

tfce ground and hedges around them were already being beaten 

ty Intense fire from machine guns and machine pistols. C0Z0N 

said; "Well sir? if I must send someone out, I'll go myself." 

f* he crawled forward along the hedge, taking the first scout 

with him. They got about 100 yards, A bullet killed the 

•cout; another bullet wounded C0Z0N;-he was pretty hard hit 

tile started coming back; while he was moving along another 

yllet hit him in the stomach; after that, he bled to death. 

> IT ROBERT E. MO LAUGHLIN took over the platoon. His radio 

*ator, GPL ERAKK BUSA, moved on forward and was hit by a 

**'s bullet, MO LAUGHLIN though .he was alive and went out 

j him; before MC LAUGHLIN could make.it, he himself was 

©he upper leg; the' bullet went through the lower part 

stomach and came out of his buttocks. DOLAN and IftJ 

P« KG GINITY, Battalion Executive, were observing from 
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Lame hedgerow from which MC LAtJGHLIN had crawled forwards 

jjlipef̂ s bullet hit MO GINITY and killed him; DOLAN located 

sniper and killed him with a tommy gun. DOLAN then crawl-. 

. on forward and dressed MC LAUGHLIN'S wounds; after that, 

Ha crawled hack to the hedgerow; it began to rain softly; 

10 crawled up to MC LAUGHLIN to cover him with a raincoat; 

IAUGHLIN was dead. . . . ' 

fit enemy automatic fire had increased steadily during this -

JB0. However, Company A's position was such that it could 

. jaake suitable return. DOLAN v?as worrying about the two 

patrols moving in from the flanks and feared that he might 

iiOOt his own men. Already, about 10 men were dead and 20 

wounded in the Company line, The hour was between 1000 and 

K>30. A few more men from £07 were coming into the area and 

Wre placed on the defensive line along, the River to north of 

the area where DOLAN was attacking; a large number of 50? men 

Wider CART DICKERSON were already in line there. But of this 

ereased strength, DOLAN could feel very little. He knew 

atinly that his own men were stopped for the time being. 

1 was about 1100 when word of Company A's trouble and of MAJ 

'GINITY'S death reached LIND^JIST. This was after he had 

6lked with GEN RIDGWAY, In his sweep around to the left, he 

•|ontacted and swallowed SCHWARTZv^LDER?S force. He now 

for SCBMARTZWALDSR and said: "I've got a mission for you." 

>lan he outlined was no novelty: SCHV/ARTZWALDER was to 
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jfctack the MANQIR from the sou th over e x a c t l y the same . route : 

Wi» had gone e a r l y t h a t morning. LINDQUIST then sen t an of­

ficer t o t e l l DOLAN t h a t a t 1200, t he two fo rces would advance 

on both s ides 'of the main road , w i t h Company A, 505, sweeping 

Bong-the r i g h t , and Company B, 508, keeping pace w i t h i t 

ifirough the f i e l d s t o the ' l e f t . When the noon hour "came, 

U0©QUIST saw no s igns of.movement on t h e r i g h t and heard 

nothing from DOLAN. He t r i e d to contac t the r i g h t , t hen f a i l ­

ing, lie to ld h i s own men t o go ahead. Their p rogress was a l -

aost u n i n t e r r u p t e d ; t h e enemy had had enough. During t h e 

search of the b u i l d i n g s a t the MA170IR, the 503 force k i l l e d 

6 Germans, wounded about the same number and captured 9 or 10. 

the losses among 508 were two wounded-and one k i l l e d ; the 

Germans put up a white f l a g and as one of LLNDOJJIST'S men 

stepped in to the open t o r e c e i v e the s u r r e n d e r , he was shot 

I dead, 

t%e f i na l footnote t o the engagement was t h a t LT OAKLEY'S 

Petrol from Company A, which had swung out and around LIND-

IST'S f o r ce , reached the appoin ted ground in time t o c lean 

|the l e f t , or a t l e a s t t o s o f t e n i t t o a poin t where, when 

BftARTZV/ALDER c a m e t h rough , he had c l e a r s a i l i n g , 

Patrol s l ipped smoothly down t o the River embankment, 

toward the MERDERET a long the t h i r d hedgerow sou th of 

jjpiR. The enemy did not see them u n t i l they had moved . 

M f i r s t hedgerow, which was almost on top of the German 
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^siti°n« Machine .gun and machine pistoi fire then came 

against them but they were snug against the hedgerow embank-, 

gent and no one was hit. OAKLEY and SGT OSCAR L. QUEEN, us-

log rifles, eliminated one German with a machine pistol and 

$wo riflemen, 

then the patrol ran for the cover of the stone wall which runs 

from the southernmost barn of the MANOIR almost to the bridge, 

thus covering the side road along its south facing. (This wall 

greatly influences the tactical situation during succeeding 

operations at the bridgehead.) They made it without hurt and 

Ojnened fire on an enemy machine gun to north of the main road. 

(This gun was in position to operate against the American 

fight flank.) The others covered while QUEEN crossed the 

•We road, running as low as he could. As QUEEN ducked 

through a gate in the stone wall opposite, a grenade exploded 

j about five feet away and stunned him slightly. He heard some­

one behind him firing a .45. A figure moved in the branches 

Of a tree near where he lay; with his carbine, QUEEN shot a 

•M out of the tree. Then he ran back across the road. He 

'Oima that CAPT DALE HOYDEN had done the pistol shooting: ROY-

|ad seen someone in the house throwing grenades at QUEEN. 

patrol sent back for a machine gun. When the gun got 

*» they put it in action at the lower end of the stone 

| firing at the German gun on the other side of the main 

The position was strengthened and the situation further 

•i 
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Bleared a short time later by the arrival on the far. left 

flank of the force from Company G, 507. 

#3C/ARTZWALDER advanced his men to this ground -almost in a 

jcmp. There was. still a little automatic fire over, the front, 

pit the final surrender to LINDQUIST«S force was.fast ap- • 

ppoaohing. About 4 or 5 men were lightly wounded in moving. 

M» Company up to the stone.wall. They had to stop there. 

m LTS JOHN G. DARLING and EDWARD KESHAN, on taking the 

itoance party as far as the.bridge, had been turned back by 

aertar fire coming from the American right flank. 

But enemy resistance had died around the MANOIR and SCHWARTZ-

VtfDSR was straining to get to the other side of the Cause-

«asr. 
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LEVY'S PATROL 

fB5M3S hadn ' t f o r g o t t e n the LA FIEKE br idge and b r idgehead . 

t t was about riid-morning when he ca l l ed LT LEVY and to ld him' 

"to take 10 men, move southward, capture the ground around' 

the church and e s t a b l i s h a f i r e p o s i t i o n which would dominate 

tfce Causeway from the wes te rn end. The order t h u s l o o s e l y 

given became, one l i n k in a chain of even t s which r e s u l t e d in 

lim of the b raves t ep isodes of the MERDERET b a t t l e . I t was 

ttte supreme irony of the day t h a t t h i s same heroism came of 

fti episode which thwarted GEN GAVIN of h i s main chance fo r 

* fulok v i c t o r y . The LEVY group .moved out equipped wi th 

ri f les , g renades , one tommy gun, one BAR and a r i f l e equipped 

With a n t i - t a n k g renade? . 

| iUJfWay to the church, LEVY ran i n t o LT JOSEPH K0RMYL0 of 

iWspany D and about 20 men, inc lud ing a crew wi th a l i g h t 

•Chine gun. KCRUYLC had a l r eady s e e n ' t h e b r i dge ; in f a c t , 

• Bad seen qu i t e a l o t of t he coun t rys ide t h a t morning. He 

I dropped i n to a f i e l d covered bv enemy f i r e near the GREY 
* 

PpB» and after working his way cautiously out of that hot 

rhe had traveled south, collecting men as he went along. 

jjpSt were glider men and anti-tank men; finally he found 

io gun crew and some riflemen from his own unit. The 

?d clear of farmhouses as it moved along; on coming 

roup of farmhouses northwest of the church at CAN-

fiLYLO figured that he had better set up a defensive 

-• '} 2 -
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(jfsJLtion aIi^ «ait tie .-time that he could attach himself to 

)jne larger group,. They set up among the" buildings and es-. 

tablished a perimeter defense; they were still there when 

igVT came along. KOEMYXQ briefed him on the situation,' He 

had already sei: UP ni-s machine gun near the marsh line so 

it it covered the bridge and Causeway', though in so doing 

A -had worked blind. Initially the gun had been pointed in 

that direction because they could hear firing from there. 

^HKYXO then routed a frenchman out oi" one of-the houses, and 

fter checking through his phrase sheet, he asked: "le Pont?" 
( ' 

ad pointed to the south. The Frenchman led him to where he-

uld see the bridge across the marsh; also, he could see the 

Qh and he knew from these things that his guess with the 
. • 

£ur. had been a good one, It was deeply in his mind that the 

Bridge was the secondary mission of the Division and he figur­

ed that he had better collect his gang and get on down there; 

p It was just at this moment that IHVT and his group came 

tlong.* 

Tand KOEMYXO discussed the situation briefly,- and in the ' 

of the facts that KOJcIflO was'impressed with the impor-

^ Of the objective and neither officer knew the state of 

«s at the Bridge, it was decided to send all of KOEMYLO'S 

*cept the machine gun crew to TIMES' position In the 

In this decision, their awareness that TB5MES had' • 

U P KQKKTLO. 
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©D. fit to send only 10 men to the bridge doubtless played 

large part. Since LEVY was senior, EOEMYLO incorporated 

his men into the group and they started south. LEVY told , 

K0Effl° t h a t t'aey woul<^ Set to the church as quickly as pos- . 

pible; their numbers considered, LEVY felt that occupation , 

of the ground around the church/was the strongest move the -v 

croup could make. The hour was about 1130 when the movement • 

got underway; KOIMYLQ did not expect any real trouble. He 

had moved up and down the west bank quite openly prior to 

Ijgyy'S coming and had drawn no fire. During this time','he 

had heard firing on the east bank, but it was a ragged and 

Irregular fire and he did not get the impression that any 

ifiportant action was taking place, 

The group moved down to the first hedgerow confronting the 

HEEDERET along the western bank, then walked along it toward 

their objective. The first lap was easy. As they started 

rough the second hedgerow short of the church, they drew 

per fire. It seemed to be coming from eastward of them, 

» If from enemy fire positions in the lowland along the 

|«_ (It is quite possible this was American fire from the 

bank.) They went low along the hedgerows, trying both ., 

Efcection and to keep their presence hid. But the fire 

Up in volume as they went along until it prohibited • . 

j|. At the last hedgerow north of the church LEVY called" 

To go ahead on that line meant that the patrol would 
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p%o move in the open,. 'He.led them back along the north-

Ring hedgerow, then moved west and south, taking advantage 

lithe embankment cover, and' finally brought them into the 

church aiong a lane paralleling the main road. The passage 

j unopposed; it was.exactly noon when the patrol took the 

a>ch over. After setting up a fire position, the men broke , 

out their rations.. A Frenchman came over and served them-

Ilk and cider. The machine gun was set up so that it had a 

Held of fire ranging along the western bank north of the. 

Idg'e. This seemed the best use to make of it; the patrol 

4id not sense at this time that-there were other friendly 

Ilrces close at hand along the western shore,•though looking 

liyond the far end of the Causeway they could see a 57 gun 

on the high ground beyond the LA FISRE buildings—the only 

indication of the position of the Americans attacking the 

teldge from the east. 

As £EVY completed his defensive arrangements, two 508th of- • 

fibers and about 40 men came into the church from south of 

main road. This-group had assembled on the western side 

||he MEEUEEET. The newcomers agreed with LEVY, that the 

fcition was of prime importance and after joining forces 

I him,, they set up a defensive position covering the road 

hear the church and the ground lying south of it. The 

h party had a bazooka; a road block, covering to the west, 

H up near the church. LEVY sent a runner back to'TIMMSS 

1 « 
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titb. the message t h a t he had secured, the bridgehead,. 

\\e these arrangements went forward, KORMYLO not iced a 

ittdden pickup of a c t i v i t y along t h e e a s t bank. Mortar f i r e 

I h i t t i n g h e a v i l y i n t o t h e LA. FIERE b u i l d i n g s and the small 

f i r e was making a swif t c r e s c e n d o . Men could be seen 

l ing r a p i d l y along the hedgerows toward the Cause-way. Know-

| | 1 | that f r i e n d l y forced were engaging on the f a r s i d e , KORM-

MQ and LEVY sent word up and down the l i n e t o hold f i r e ; but 

Respite t h e i r r e s t r a i n i n g e f f o r t s , a number of the r i f l emen • 

Itopt banging away i n the g e n e r a l d i r e c t i o n cf the MANOIR DE 

1A FIERE b u i l d i n g s . 

•8VY walked out onto the road and looked through h i s f i e l d 

plasses eastward a long the Causeway. 

•HDOffLO," he y e l l e d , "Damn i t I T h a t ' s a p a r a t r o o p e r coming 

?Oss the b r i d g e . " 

WSYLO threw an orange smoke grenade out i n t o the middle of 

» road. Immediately t h e r e came back an answering wave of 

» orange f l ag from the o t h e r s ide of t h e R ive r . 

| ie were small a c t s , and i n themse lves , t hey were p e r f e c t l y 

| t . They seemed t o s i g n a l t h a t the Causeway f i gh t was 

W& the S2d D i v i s i o n had won t h e ,.ffiRDERET bridgehead a t 

cos t . Yet of them came much t r o u b l e , * 

S t s H , 0 ; u H i s s t a t emen t s were a l l supported by other 
W o f the p a t r o l . 
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THE FIRST CROSSING. 

e a s t bank t h e b a l l had been p a s s e d t o CAPT SCHWARTZ-

MmSR'S Conpany—the same commander who had happened t o be 

^ a e n t t h a t morning when GEN RIDGWAY s a i d t o COL LINDQJJIST: 

| | | a n t t h a t b r i d g e taken!*-— t h e same company which had found . 

Ksoft spo t a l o n g t h e r i g h t f l a n k of t h e German d e f e n s e s 

I8t of t h e b r i d g e . With SCWARTZWA1E8R a s t h e noon hour 

• f n d p a s s e d , t h e r e were abou t 80 men, LIHDQJJIST i n g o i n g . • 

• t h e n o r t h f l a n k of t h e p o s i t i o n had t a k e n most of SCHWARTZ-

HSR'S own men: t h e r e r ema ined a b o u t 12 men from Company G 

aftd the o t h e r s were m a i n l y f r o m - o t h e r compan ies of t h e same 

battalion. 
• 

Tita time was abou t 1 3 3 0 . GEN GAVIh was away on h i s p e r s o n a l 

HMcnnaissance of t h e s i t u a t i o n a t CHEF DU PONT. SCHWAETZ-

IHHSER'S f o r c e was p r a c t i c a l l y non -engaged a n d . o v e r on t h e 

fight t h e s i t u a t i o n had q u i e t e d . From a c r o s s t h e r i v e r a round 

ftCATJQJJIGlPi chu rch t h e r e had come no s i g n t h a t Amer icans 

W8 p r e s e n t . These were t h e g e n e r a l c i r c u m s t a n c e s when t h e 

F^tr came t h a t SCK ; ,A::TZ¥ALDSR was t o t a k e h i s . men on a c r o s s . 

Btozi/ALDEE t o l d -LP ilARR t o l e a d ou t w i t h t h e p o i n t . MARR 

gacty knew someth ing of t h e s i t u a t i o n i n t o which he would 

P i n g ; a c a p t u r e d German SCO had t o l d him t h a t t h e r e were 

i f i r e p i t s s t r u n g out a l o n g t h e ' C a u s e w a y , MARR looked 

l is Was-SCILJARTZWALPER'S r e c o l l e c t i o n of t h e o r d e r , Ac- ' 
. t o LIT.IDQTjIST, R I D G W A Y s a i d : " I want t h i s a r e a - c l e a r e ' d 
^ r m a n s and t h e b r i d g e h e a d s e c u r e d , " 

_ f( „ ( 
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bis watch as the lead scout, PVT JAMES L. MATTINGLY, 

tepped off; It was 1345« 

Klking erect, right along the top of the embankment, MAT- . 

UfliGLY got 100 yards west of the bridge without a shot being 

Sjred; then an enemy rifleman In a machine gun emplacement 

m the north side of the Causeway blazed away at him. MAT-

ffUJGLY emptied his rifle into the position as fast as he 

Kwld pull the trigger, then went flat and threw a grenade. 

It hit fair on the target, killing one man and wounding 

': another. From the same emplacement, two other Germans jumped 

8j> with their hands in air, Then five Germans who had been 

ij» foxholes right next to M&TTIHGLY rose up In surrender. He 

had no choice but to take them in because his own rifle was 

•BTpty. So he waved them on back toward the Company. The 

Anericans behind MATTINGLY saw this action clearly, noticed 

its boldness and were greatly encouraged by It; they felt 

that the resistance was crumbling. They also saw that both 

Of the German groups had quitted machine guns— MG~42s—with 

nich they could have covered the embankments on both sides. 

one man was shot crossing the Causeway; he got a bullet 

Bis buttocks from a sniper firing from the marsh somewhere 

th of the Causeway. MATTINGLY continued to lead the ad-

J- Behind him came PVT JOHNNIE K. WARP, the second scout, 

Nhind WARD came MARK. 

they moved along, they thought they saw a few Americans on 
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| c West bank. SCHWARTZWALDER told one of his men to break 

oat an orange flag; as he did so, he saw an orange flare light 

% in the roadway next the church. LT WISHER, who was observ­

ing from off on the flank of the MA3T0IR position along the 

east shore, saw the same flare—the orange smoke grenade 

•'thrown by KORMYLO. To WISMER, it indicated that SCHVARTZ-

HAIJJER'S forces had reached the west bank and he realized that 

the move should be supported. He reported the matter to CAPT 

KCKERSON of 507 who replied: "Yes, we Intend to cross at 

aaoe." WISHER relaxed, figuring that the situation was at 

last coming well under control. But the circumstances had 

•lit up an entirely different train of thought in SCHWARTZ-

I VAIDER'S mind'; he had expected to meet stern resistance and 

: Instead he had beaten down the resistance swiftly and had then 

I ftoeived the friendly signal from what he had supposed was a 

hostile quarter. It filled him with optimism and he went for­

ward thinking that the Americans were solidly in possession of 

the west bank and that his tour de force had been scarcely 

Bteded. The impression was deepened when LEVY and KORMYLO 

••OB forward along the western end of the Causeway to meet 

wR. There was a little sniper fire coming from the marshes 

gouth of the Causeway. After the meeting, LEVY continued 

*0 the east bank where he talked to a field officer and as-

•* Mm, as he had assured SCHWARTZV/ALDER, that he had the 

IE:bank under control. LEVY was back in about 15 minutes; 

j01** KORMYLO that he had a promise that a Battalion of 505th 
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a on its way to take the bridgehead over.'' 

la the few minutes before LEVY'S r e t u r n , SCBWARTZWALDER and 

* men moved in be s ide the churchyard and deployed along t h e 

t§dee row w h i c i a f a c e d the MERDERET. The p o i n t , under MARR, 

iftdied a t the n o r t h e r n end of t h i s hedgerow. I t was t h u s 

fjsat LEVY found them when he got back t o h i s own-men* They 

|gd not moved westward as i f t o p r o t e c t the bridgehead from 

«y pressure from t h a t s i d e , but were a l r eady po in ted as i f 

t|»y intended moving n o r t h . LEVY and SCHWARTZWALBER t a lked 

0?er the s i t u a t i o n , SCHv/ARIZWALDER f igured t h a t t h e b r idge . 

«as already "cap tu red" and he had i t f i rmly in h i s mind t h a t 

is ought to be on h i s way t o AMEREVILLE—his o r i g i n a l ob jec ­

tive, LEVY made no o b j e c t i o n . But he f e l t t h a t s i n c e TIMMES 

&id sent him t o ou tpos t the b r i d g e , he had b e t t e r s t i c k t h e r e . 

Bowever, he t o l d SCHUARTZWALDER about the s i t u a t i o n of TIMMES' 

pwip, and when a very few minutes l a t e r SCBVARTZWALDER s t a r t -

*4 moving nor th along the hedgerow, he had a l r e a d y decided 

Att he would go t o AMEREVILLE v i a the orchard where TIMMES 

|Lln d i f f i c u l t y . Fu r the r weakening the b r idgehead , most of 

» men of 508th who had been s t and ing by LEVY picked up and 

BOHWARTZV<TALnER»S r e a c t i o n s a re se t down as he r e p o r t e d 
J o t ^ H°< At the t ime of the i n t e r v i e w , he had no idea 
«« r u n consequences of h i s a c t i o n a t the Bridge and h i s 

wShnl nln g i v e n f u H y and f r e e l y . WISHER was the w i t n e s s 
Jiow JJICKERSQN happened t o make h i s move. KORMYLO t o l d 

I ° ° ^ f o f a c t i o n . MARR and MATTINGLY t o l d about the 
Vom check on h i s own schedule placed him a t 
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L n t with SCHWARTZWALDER; in *act, o n ]-y t w o 508 o f f i c e r s and 

1 e n i i s t e d men remained behind i n . t h e immediate v i c i n i t y of 

the church. The others f igured t h a t t he show was over a t t h i s 

nolnt; so they moved on, looking fo r ano the r f i g h t . 

fhe tag-^end f i l e s of SCffifARTZWAXDER'S column had s ca r ce ly d i s ­

appeared beyond the f i r s t hedgerow when KORMYLQ'S a t t e n t i o n 

was drawn in the oppos i t e d i r e c t i o n . At f i r s t he could hear 

<jnly r i f l e f i r e , as i f a t a cons ide r ab l e d i s t a n c e ; i t was 

Joined very quick ly by the s t eady r a t - t a t - t a t of machine gun 

fire though he could not be sure t h a t t hese were German guns . 

fhen r a ther i n d i s t i n c t l y he could hear t anks coming toward 

tola and he knew t h a t these rumblings were from west of the 

Hl*er, 

Suddenly, opposi te him, a German ambulance bobbed out of t h e 

trail which ran sou th a long the River and turned west i n t o 

tt» road leading t o AMEREVILLE. The ambulance stopped fo r a 

weond; a German -waved a Red Cross f l ag from the door . Before 

Mjrone thought t o do a n y t h i n g , the ambulance was on i t s way 

Win and speeding down t h e road ; but t he German had had time 

j|8©e t ha t t h e r e were Americans on the west bank of the MER-

an<3 covering the b r i d g e , 

U; th ree minu tes , a s h e l l landed on t h e i n t e r s e c t i o n west 

Causeway and was 'followed a f t e r an i n t e r v a l by four 

Jfc o t h e r s . The s h e l l s t hen searched northward along the 
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giver hedgerow, and SGHWARTZWÂ DER, f e e l i n g them s inge ing h i s 

t a i l b u t n o t k110^'^11^ t i i e f u l l i n f e r e n c e s of t h e b u i l d - u p , 

urged h i s men t o move a long f a s t e r . They went on the double 

gntil they got to the s i x t h hedgerow n o r t h . o f the church . 

St i l l* some of the men must have guessed what was happening 

feehind them* Days l a t e r , MARR remembered t h a t dur ing a momen­

tary pause in the shoo t ing , he had heard the men pass ing 

ground the word: "Tanks!" He s c a r c e l y be l i eved i t a t t h e 

tine, 

fOWiBTZWEER pressed on; he wanted t o t a l k to TXMMES and 

find out i f he needed h e l p ; and he a l s o wanted TIMMES1 advice-

tbout whether he should s t r i k e fo r AliCFREVILLE. So t h i n k i n g , 

fee unwitt ingly led h i s own men i n t o ground where a force equal 

to their own had remained immobile fo r hours because of f i r e 

from north and west of them. Thereby they were wasted; j o i n ­

ing TIMMES, SCHJARTZV/AI&ER and h i s men con t r ived only t o share 

M»ir immobility dur ing the next 1+8 h o u r s , 

fcok at the church, LEVY, KORMYXO, the two 508 o f f i c e r s and 

enlisted men* b u i l t up. a l i n e i n s i d e the hedgerow and p a r a -

•*§ing the main road . The bazooka had depar ted wi th the 

WP which moved no r th to the o r c h a r d . The machine gun was 

peed t h a t i t covered a l i n e running a c r o s s the r e a r of 

Wuirch, The r i f lemen were spread out a t i n t e r v a l s of 

k f l * n
r e a f e w othQr ^ n from .508 t o sou th of the road 

U"UWY'S x a e n d l d n o t k n o w it a t the t i m e . 
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JO to 15 y a r d s , the o f f i c e r s t a k i n g t h e i r p lace in l i n e a s 

riflemen. 

«bese th ings done, they looked t o the sou th and westward 

Ktd awaited the enemy. 
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THE ONE-SQUAD STAND 

gut LEVY couldn't stay quiet. He told KORMYLO and an un­

identified private (He was a stranger to LEVY and KORMYLO, 

-'.-ml because he became KIA during the afternoon and was lost 

%> the detail^ KORMYLO never learned his name) to follow him 

*nd then he moved out along the hedgerow extending to their 

0gjx right flank. A very narrow sunken lane cuts through into 

the side road at a right angle behind, the church. LSYY made 

for the spot where the hedgerow bounding the main road and 

the hedgerow bounding the lane came together?—about 200 yards 

beyond the church. This was within stone's-throw of the south-

Ktrd-leading road along which he thought the Germans were corn-

tag. He said to KORMYLO: "¥e may be able to swing around 

their left and get in a few licks before they know what has 

hit them.1' Until now he had seen no enemy and he had no idea 

*hether they were coming forward deployed or in column. 

«8t short of the main road, there is a shallow but heavily-

teened bay in the hedgerow bordering the lane. Here LEVY 

ted; KORMYLO and the private were told to go on; he said 

|Uld cover their line of retreat. The pair slipped quiet­

ing the hedge until only a stride or two separated them 

the open road. The enemy tanks were making a clatter; 

jKfeLQ could see t h e i r t u r r e t s as they came on in to the 

j j | ion ; and at tha t point he could see a lso a group of 

fiflemen coming obliquely across h is front from the l e f t . 
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rtanks were moving in about the same d i r e c t i o n but were 

igjide the l i n e of r i f l e m e n . KQRMYLO and the p r i v a t e f i r e d 

rfew quick rounds wi th t h e i r r i f l e s , - and wi thout s topp ing 

to see the e f f e c t , they r an back down the lane a s f a s t as 

tjay could go . They passed LEVY and he y e l l e d - "Go on!" But 

at ,did not fo l low. They, jumped i n the d i t c h and cont inued t o 

jmij th inking the Germans were r i g h t behind them. But the 

lawny had stopped t o s e t up a machine gun r i g h t a t the t u r n 

ef the hedge where the lane met the r o a d . The embankment 

WTered the Germans so t h a t the crew handl ing the machine gun 

inside the churchyard did not even see them. However, t h e y 

were within 10 yards of where LEVY waited i n the bay of the 

Stdgerow. He could hear them t a l k i n g e x c i t e d l y a s they s e t 

up the gun. So he took out a g renade , pu l l ed the p i n , counted 

taree and gave i t a l i u t l e t o s s . I t exploded between the two 

©tlfflans and wounded bo th : LEVY took a few quick s t e p s and d i s ­

poned them wi th h i s r i f l e . Then he came running back; K0R-

iM and the p r i v a t e had ha l t ed some d i s t a n c e down the l a n e , 

raizing on second thought t h a t they had b e t t e r s tand t o 

*r LEVY. He was he lme t l e s s and was laughing l i k e mad when 

pached them. K0RMYL0 remembered then t h a t he had heard 

sond grenade go off; he knew i t was LEVY'S h a b i t t o laugh 

when the hea t was on and he took i t , though no th ing was 

that the second grenade had almost got LEVY.* 

i h e ^ r n n n f 1 0 ? i n d ! t a i l i s KQRMYLO'S. The HO checked 
- ground and found enough t o wholly confirm most of 
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links were already up and shelling the church and. a few 

H e American riflemen had pulled back from the position. 

{ M German infantry had closed right up on the side road next 

ftburch and the half dozen men remaining on the American 

[were fighting it out with them through the hedgerow. 

•forces were not 10 yards apart; yet neither could see the 

pWery well because of the hedge. They were throwing 

nles at one another and although the Americans were hold-

•jjjeir own for the moment, it was perfectly clear from the 

Hfe enemy numbers were building up that the position could 

be held, KORMYLO saw a German come up over the hedgerow 

lOkment; at a range of two feet, he emptied his carbine 

RUa and shattered the top of his skull. By this time, 

•ad disappeared; KORMYLO thought he had pulled out but 

ifi fftpt he had only moved down the hedgerow to try and get 

la grenade distance of the tanks. KORMYLO looked around 

#Wf only one other American still standing at the hedge-

tyfitj he yelled to him: "Come on, let's go:" and they 

•**Sed for the rear of the church. 

.in the game, PVT ORLIN STEWART had been sent well over 

EJ*8 *̂ or• thQ position to cover the bazooka man. When 

job* man pulled out to go with SCHWARTZWALDER, STEWART 

i?rf> "that is, there was physical evidence that an 
WUs kind had taken place, KORMYLO said of LEVY 
U A ana therefore could not be interviewed): "He 

man I have even seen in battle." was 
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[yedt He was there when the tanks came along. At the fork 

of the roadj the lead tank was hit straight on by a rocket 

•nd knocked out; the source of the rocket was.a mystery; there 

•as no one in the position armed.with a bazooka; the men fig-

K d out later that a bazooka man, working alone, must, have 

,a in hiding somewhere to south of the main road. A sharp 

ley of rifle fire broke out all along the enemy line as 

the tank went dead. Then two Renault tanks came alongside 

the damaged tank and tried to pass it, headed for the bridge. 

..ng all alone? STEWART didn't see how he could stop them. 

xpected help arrived—a first sergeant and a'private whom 

be had never seen before (still unidentified) came crawling 

mg the same ditch where he lay hid'den. Both carried gam-

fion grenades; STEWART had a BAR and several gammon gre-

BHes. STEWART passed them his grenades and stood ready to 

g|er them as they threw. The hedge gave them partial cover; 

tt# tanks came on past them, moving slowly; the two grenadiers 

Hood and threw all of their gammons at the metal. There were 

nreral explosions, very close together. The tanks rolled on 

tew yards and stopped—disabled. The crews tried to clear 

*! as the first two men jumped down, the first sergeant got 

j|both with a fragmentation grenade; STEWART shot the third 

^ae he ran; the second crew ducked back into the tank. At 

jffloment a medium German tank moved up to the road fork, 

j by a large group of infantry, STEWART and his oom-

didn't waste a second glance on them; their grenades 

®ne; they got up from their ditch and started moving 
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ck along the hedgerows l ead ing n o r t h . * 

"of the church, LEVY and the o t h e r s jo ined them. This 

the l a s t of t he a c t i o n f o r the squad. They got out in 

aretty g ° o d o rde r , c a r r y i n g t h e i r machine gun and s t a y i n g 

. f i0jlected as they moved a long t h e hedgerows u n t i l they r e ­

joined TOMES' f o r c e . 

ja 10 minutes , o r -pe rhaps 15 minutes a t most , the whole s i t ­

uation had become reversed and LEVY'S men h a d n ' t been a b l e t o 

bold t h e i r ground long enough t o see the f i r s t hard pena l t y 

i » o t e d . Company B of 508th had been coming ac ros s the Cause-

mf, ge t t ing up t h e r e , or so they though t , t o support SCHWARTZ-

HjttnER5,S bid for the b r idgehead . The Germans swept pas t the 

Otnrch jus t a f t e r the middle of t h e i r column reached the wes t -

Ma end of the Causeway. The blow caught them unaware; the 

CtHaans f i r e made i t imposs ib le fo r them to t u r n back the way 

ttojr had come. The f i r s t of t h e i r number had only managed 

:l©eross-the Causeway and s t a r t a deployment t o south of t h e 

saiaroad; they were j u s t beginning t o d ig i n when the blow 

HjU Those who followed had no choice but t o f l e e for s a f e t y 

^best way they cou ld , fo r t h e r e was no p o s s i b i l i t y of a d e -

pMlt, along the narrow Causeway or of ma in ta in ing the ad -

The f i r e coming down t h e t w i s t i n g road i n t e r d i c t e d - a n y . 

Wt to the. r i g h t . They broke t o the l e f t and t r i e d t o 

P r e s s e s were KORMYLQ, STEWART and PVT OWEN L. GARLING-
ffio saw t h i s a c t i o n . 

- US - •, 
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K o r swim t h e i r way back through t h e swamp and the r i v e r . 

o«t tha t hard choice cos t them d e a r . The Germans were deploy-

d along the wes te rn shore before any of the Company B men 

tod managed t o wade very f a r th rough the w a i s t - d e e p water and 

the uneven ground and ru shes of the marsh. Some of them were 

•hot down; and some of them died from drowning w i t h i n s i gh t 

©f t h e i r comrades on the e a s t bank. These were the t roops 

thich CAPT DOIAIT'S men saw shot wh i l e they were f lounder ing 

through'the swamp, and mi s t aken ly assumed were p a r a t r o o p e r s 

•ho had dropped on the west bank and were merely moving t o an 

i»aembly; DQLAN and h i s men did not know t h a t t he re had been 

iA advance across the Causeway.* 

1 *Sonie of the tes t imony wi th r e s p e c t t o the Company B men 
•QMS from COX LIEDQJJIST. WISHER, KQRMYXO and some of the 
ethers remembered the depa r tu r e of SCHWARTZWAIDERfS company 
tAd the r epu lse of Company B as c l o s e l y j o ined ; s epa ra t ed , in 
fact, by only a few minu te s . LIHDQUIST thought the Company B gOUp was wel l ac ros s and had been on the west bank for an 

terval before the c o l l i s i o n occu r r ed . The force descr ibed 
•• "Company B" included some-Divis ion a r t i l l e r y m e n and men 
ItOffl Regimental E e a d q u a r t e r s , accord ing t o LIKDQUIST—in a l l , 
rout 40 men, LINDQUIST, who was s e n i o r o f f i c e r a t the br idge 

Sl l t lon a l l morning though he had not been formal ly placed 
Oharge of the o p e r a t i o n or of t he force ( in f a c t , he had 

s«t seen or ta lked to GAVIN) i s sued the order for the Cause-
1 orossing a t the same t ime t h a t he had i s sued orders for 

J™ e s t a b H s h i n g of h i s own CP t o r e a r of the LEROUEX farm-
j S J f ? ?* mN0IS- DE LA FIBRE. He knew t h a t SCHWARTZWALDER i n -

wea to go on from CAUQTOGNt t o TB3MESf p o s i t i o n . "He was 
* ^ J e?* m01"" i t a n d c ^u ld t a l k of no th ing e l s e but making t h a t 

^ LlilDQUIST s a i d , , Accord ing ly , he followed wi th the f i r s t 
a m v ° P S i n t h e w a k e o f SCHi'/ARTZWALDER'S column, purpos-

g^niake a quick reconna i s sance of the s i t u a t i o n west of 
«?S<3* B u t l l e w a s o n t h e w e s t b a n k f o r only a b ^ l e f 
ju and then s h u t t l e d back t o see how the es tab l i shment 
• w was coming a long . Right a f t e r he r e tu rned t o the 

i the German t anks reached the west bank. 
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3n LEVY'S group closed on the o r cha rd , t h e r e were a l t o g e t h e r 

|21 men and 21 o f f i c e r s under COL TBMES1 command. But the 

Enlargement of the force In no wise improved TIMMES1 p o s i t i o n . 

jJLtkough the force was never charged by the German i n f a n t r y 

fin f ac t , i t saw almost noth ing of the enemy) the p re s su re 

the enemy f i r e I n t e n s i f i e d r a p i d l y a f t e r SGHWARTZWALDER'S 

i ir ival . The orchard rece ived r i f l e f i r e from a l l around the 

Piaster except on the MSKDERET side and t h e r e were bands of 

itttooatic f i r e from the westward which covered the marshes 

2jlfl focused toward the road running e a s t t i irough the o rchard . 

firing the next two days, w h i l e remaining on t h i s ground, 25 

Jtrcent of TIMES' men became c a s u a l t i e s w i t h d i s a b l i n g wounds-

the l i g h t l y wounded were not counted . 

to D night , however, a f t e r t he br idgehead had been won fo r a 

fctoful few minutes and then l o s t , LEVY and KORMYLO compared 

| ttporiences. They agreed t h a t i f they had had one company 

iwaent around the church, t hey could have bea ten back: the 

Coraaa a t t ack and held the b r idgehead . But t h i s was only 

•WJocture,* 

gradual envelopment of TIMMES' p o s i t i o n was of course the 

tttoal complement of the German c o u n t e r - a t t a c k a g a i n s t the 

br idgehead. The enemy knew t h a t t he u n d e r w a t e r road 

Just south of the GEEY CASTLE and connect ing the 

HERE 

F ° a EOEMYLO 
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r flSN RIDGWAY to take a force not exceeding a battalion across 

•he UERDERST, hold the village of AMEREVILLE and bring the 

nestern side of the bridgehead under control. 

L% about 1300 MARR joined First Battalion, 325th, which. LEWIS 

R designated for the mission, and at about 2300 he started • 

Eding the column across the marsh to TIMMES' relief. Mean-

iice he had sent PFC CARTER back to TIMMES'.with the message 

Bat a friendly force was coming in and he was to lift the 

ainefields covering the road north of the orchard.* Engineers 

faA gone ahead also and had marked the shoulders of the under­

water road with white tape so that the passage was not too 

Krficult in the darkness. While the column was in mid-pas­

sage, word came to COL LEWIS from Division that he was to dis-

*»gard that part of the order which applied to AMERBVILLE and 

jHfoceed immediately to the bridgehead with the object of cap-

BUring it before dawn. The Battalion reached the western shore 

Rhe marsh without being fired on and MARR got them into the 

>?er of the first hedgerow along the embankment; he went on 

> make sure that the minefields had been lifted. 

» came against the Battalion's position from the GREY CASTLE 

Ĉompany C was sent to the right to put it down so that the 

ilion could make the left turning into TIMMES7 orchard. 

Phis' came from the MARR interview. CARTER made the trip 
^ machine gun fire with' two men from 325th covering him. 
jpeived the Silver Star for this mission. 
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.from t ha t p o i n t , Company 0 was t o t u r n south t o the road from ' 

fljjHEVTIIE I n t o CAUQUIGNY and. a t t a c k ac ro s s the r o a d . Company 

% was ordered t o t u r n around the w e s t e r n s ide of t h e o rcha rd , 

j§ge south a s f a r a s the AMEISVILLE-CAU^TJIGNY road and t h e n 

Ulaok along t h e n o r t h e r n s ide of the road toward the west 

of the Causeway. The miss ion g iven Company A was t o 

bure the road j u n c t i o n s around LE MOTET and p r o t e c t t he r e a r 

^Companies B and C a g a i n s t any advance from AMEHEVILLE. .MAJ 

K F O R D J commanding the B a t t a l i o n , had confer red wi th TIMMES 

in the orchard and t h i s was t h e p lan t h a t he had decided upon; 

m 'because of Company C's over - long commitment a t the GHEY 

MSTLE, i t had the e f f e c t of feeding the companies i n t o t h e 

lotion piecemeal and wi thou t j u n c t u r e anywhere along t h e i r 

g n t . From TIMMES' p a r t y , LT LEVY was a s s igned t o guide 

Bompany B and jLT EORMAN t o guide Company A. Company A, which 

SB s t i l l a t t he GREY CASTLE but had completed d r i v i n g t h e 

Germans from the b u i l d i n g s , was put in LT MARK'S hands . He 

afl them sou th ; the Germans swarmed r i g h t back i n t o t h e b u i l d -

jgs and f i r ed at them as t h e y withdraw through t h e hedgerows. 

| Company got down t o the AMFEEVILLS-CAUQUIGNY road wi thout 

i o u l t y , knocking out one machine gun post e n r o u t e ; whi le 

I Were i n movement, a runner came i n w i t h t h e message t h a t 

P&ny B had advanced r a p i d l y t o the road and was now moving 

&rd along the_nor the rn s i d e ; t hey ven ted Company C t o come 

r a p i d l y as -poss ib le . Th i s , they d i d , c r o s s i n g the main . 

p a deploying wi th p l a t o o n s i n l i n e along a hedgerow 
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bounding an oat field, ready for the sweep east. As they 

moved out, they tripped several alarm devices set by the enemy.. 

J^RR talked to the Company Commander and suggested that he 

had better try to make contact on the left; he was told that 

•Company B was probably on ahead in any case and that contact 

would be made automatically when Company C pulled abreast. 

But right after that they came to a road fork in the darkness, 

jaistook their direction and turned southward along the hedge-

bow, thinking this was the boundary of the main road. {-Note: 

'This is the same road along Which SCT KMCALE moved his men on 

Hhe following day.) It was then about 0330. They got about 

midway of the field along which they - ere advancing and began 

Ho draw sporadic fire from their front. Still, the Company 

moved on rapidly to the end of the field;, there they came 

abreast of a sunken road, and as they looked through the hedge 

at what lay ahead, they saw they were almost within touching 

position of a German artillery position. Thirty yards away, 

MARR counted three 88s and a snub-nosed howitzer, It was still 

>-flark, but by the starlight he could see the guns and men group-
'" 

•fa around them. 

Wie Germans had seen the Company at the same time. Some of 

jwm began yelling: "Kamerad!" and other things in German. 

Kf seemed wholly shocked by the surprise and for the moment 

T made no move to fire. All alor.̂  the American line men. 

yelling: "Don't, fire'. The Germans are going to surrender.'" 
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