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HEADQUARYERS S507TH PARACHUTE INFARNE.L
APO 452, U, 5, Army.

' 2 April 1945
DU ING OPERATION "VARSITY"

HISTORICAL g tOnT ON _KOTTH (

On 24 Larch, dawn breaking clearly found the 507th Combal team
zathered about thelr G=47's in erisp-cool alr that foretold the advent
of 2 beautiful day - beautiful from an esthetic standpoiat and beau-
tiful from s flying 2nd tactical stendpoint. In short, 1t was a good
day for a jump, Groups were milling around thelr respective plajes,
checking last minute Ltems of equipment, making last minute adjustments
of ‘ohutes, ziving bits of final advice and instructions., The air was
pregnant with tense expectancy, strained jokes crascked, greeted with
brittle lsus-ter, wisecracks ban'ered, This was it - D-day - the big=-
gest D=day, the day for wheih countlees hours of swesty toll had been
shening us, the 507th was this dsy to take part in a junp into the
Fotherland itself. The some of every paratrooper's dream was becoming
an sotuslity. At 0700 hours everyone was sboard end at 0730 hours the
Piret plance wes airborne, Off to the vieinlty of Bruxellies for a
rendezvous with the glider traine and the 6th Airborne (Br) column, a
change of direction, off toward the Rhine and a destiny beyond predicle
ton, Looking out as far as 0*?"'ﬁﬁﬂT“ e——bpakohad Lhe Diggest sky
armods ever sssembled, 1iterafiy iINRiCATIONCHANGEN TO; L dors, o™= 's
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The panoramsa from the »lias YNGRADING-CG _
colorfully roofed hamlets, large industria " s T A v Y
f@gﬁg. War seemed far aways The 20 minut- warning, the men stood up
stid hooked up. 1t won't be long now., Suddenly as if a curtain had beeti.
lifted the view changed., The countryside was beaten and gray, barren,
a greve yard lock, the smoke of hattle wafted drearily upward, shots
could be heard; wve were annroaching the Khine. For an instonce the big
river flashed beneath us, acke-ack and anti-aireraft fire rattled and
eracked about us: *he green lizht, GO! a rush of alr, a Jerk, a look
around, 2 jolt, we were on the ground and the 507th Parachute Infantry
nad been committed. Colonel Edeon D. Raflf, CO, was the first paratrcoper
to land on Heinie snil, The first Serial (lst Bn and 3 plsnee from Hgs
% Hgs Co) dropned ot 0953 hours in an area near Diersfordt, north and
west of the intended DZ "w", The 2d and 3d Bn's fol owed closely and
landed on correct DZ., By 1100 hours, 2d Bn was on its objective and the
lat Bn had taken the 34 on's objective, as well as th:t of the 513th
Parschute Infantry., 34 2n took over its area from the lst Bn at 1200
hours, 18t Bn captured a battery of 150mm arty pleces lntact yith orews,
Regt 'l CP wss sstsblished by 1450 hours at 182434, north oi:ﬂﬁr&n and
south of Diersfordtb, 70

At 1458 hours, Chariot 5 reported that 5 jeeps had been adgembled
from glider 1ifts and would be delivered to the CF as soun as possible,
A report came 1n that Co "F" had mads contact with the British and that
2d and 3d Bn's had contacted each other., At 1526 hours, General Ridgway
and party arrived at CF after h-aving orossed the Rhine by boat and procee
overland by Jeep. At 1535 hours Thariot 6 ordered rosd running along N
side of DZ "W" cleared as ordered by Ceneral Ridgway. A report from
Al officer indlcated that 2 Mark V tanks had been knocked out by new 57mm
recoiless mun., Oeneral Miley (=t spprox 1600 hours) ordered 464th Arty
poeitions rrotectsd and woods in vielnity cleaned out, By 1803 hours,
Co "I" had made contact with §th BEr Airborne, Some strafing was being
done about 2115 hours, but not within our troop area. 4t 2135 hours
General Ridgwey ordered strong combat pstrols sent to contact Eritish
at Wesel, 513th PIR, 194th Gli Inf end to oclear east - west road, OCo "IY
sent a gombet rastrol to Wesel,  Most activity seemed to be a2long river, .
with etrafing and anti-aireraft fire occurring slong esst bank,

During this period the eneny seemed to be conplétaly demoralized and
dlsorganlzed. DSome zave up without a fight, althoush they had advantage
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of ground, prepsved posltione, combized with the fact that = para=-
trooper 18 cosparatively helpless for some seconds after he hits the
ground, Others Tought hard and ferociously, inflioting casualtlies on
DZ and in sngagsnents lmmediately beyond Die. Our positions were be-
zinning to t ke form, but as yet the germans dld nol seem to be mainw
tnining any iine. The rezt took an a orox 1000 prisoners, destroyed

at least 5 tanks and captured 1 armored sar, 2 persconnel carriers and
1 jeep. Immedistely after the jump, & group from lst Dn, qn%sr control
of Col Rkaff, €O, cleared the nearby woods of four or flve HG's, anq
proceeded ngrinst a welli-dug in but thoroughly confused enemy. WS
veman to be tuken and several fleld vleces were found end neutralired.
lloxt & btry of 150mm How's attracted Col Raff's attention and were
taken without opnosition, This group had thus fer acecounted for approx
55 enemy ililled, 50 wounded and 300 PW's, ineluding one full oolonaly

At the same tlne, snother moup of the lst Bn under #aj] Paul F,
Smith, 0O of lst En, numbering about 200 men, hoving landed in south
nd of DZ, mssembled and azcaulted enemy im woods to UE, overrumning
positions which included well-dug inm riflemen, light MG and several
flak guns, ATter hoving taken this position, they ceme under direct
fire from ecnemy tsnks, whieh proved to ve situated in Diersfordt
¢ stle. Thls group swung to cttack his position. Two Mark IV tanks
attempted to break out and were inocked out by one 57:m recolless gun,
A large urmeber of smell arty, mortar and small arms fire was now coming
from the csstle, The time wae now about noon and & meeting had been
of fected with the other lst fu groupe ["lans were under way for an
attack on the castle when 34 Bn, Co "I" leading, srrived, and se the
castle was helr original obj, it was decided that the lst Bn wo 1d oro-
ceed to ite original del area. They arrived at their deslgnated pos-
ition at 1400 hours (90% asssibled).

Simultaneously with the lst Bn's opn, as described ebove, the 34
£n had dropped ~nd were prusulng one of thelr asslgned miscslods, The
1st Bn had arrived on the ground of the 3@ Bn's assigned mission, First
because hsving ceen dropped on the wrons fleld they found themselves,
"Jooking down ite throat”, Lady Luck had smiled on us again, for this
&i& not interfere with the C7's plsne, as the lst Zn hed heen é&esig-
nated s the resarve tn in the initial mission. The 34 En followed
the 28 Bn into DZ "W", assembled under fire and proceeded toward the
Diersfordt ares, w-ich we know now 28 in lst Bn's hends. UWhen they
arrived, they Tound the lst £n contzining the fores holding the castle
and lts installations. At this polnt, a8 we have seen, the mission
of reducin: the castle was turned over to them. Co "A" wae left ag &

base upon whnich & wcaneuver, and Co "I started to make a2 flanking
atteok to the Wiy The 3d Bn, after taking over the Job, systematically
took the csstle as ours and the last bit of reslstance, ongisting of a
large roup of officers holding out in sn izolated turret, was overcome
thet evening. This strongpoint ylelded approx 300 Fi's, amongst whom
were several hlh ranking officers, including two colenels, and 2 Mark
V tanks destroyed and 2 saptured.

Tre 24 In droped on their correct DZ, snd slbhough suljected to
heavy machineé gun and swall szrme [ire from well-dug in positlons,
supnorted by light arty, assembled in an orderly fashton, =+.4 proceeded
to their ob), securing it at 1100 hours, Oo "D" contscted the 15th
Br Div at 1300 houre and the birdge head beceme en actuslity.

_ The estimaled take of Fi's for the day totzlled 800, of which
507% of that nu.ber were gasuslties,

Haturally all cannot be told, much will never be told. Indivd=
ual acts of hercism, wnich are a notural part of the imftial -hase of
gn alrborne ladding, will go unsung. ‘any stories of hercie dewds
will be repeated wherever two or more alrborne soldliers mect for ye rs .
tc come. -uch we will never know, as "dead men tell no tales"”, Sev-
eral plzres were destroyed ln the ulr. At least one nl=re cr-shed on
the DZ with 2ll eboard. Other =lanes burned after drop.ing their per=-
sonnel, In z-me, the AC personunsl escaned; in ~thers, charred bodies
geve stark testimony to the devotion to duty performed by good soldiers,
Some parachutists vere hit during thelr deseent; some were +illed in
their harness on the ground, and others while scrambling off the field,



cub as a whole, the casuslties fbr guch an ope.ation werse light
(approx T.3%) = light in & general sense, but not light te those
who lost friends and conradss,

At 0515 hours on the 25th, twelve 75mm towed AT guns of Co "B",
505 TD Bn were zided to the CT, Lt Kormylo's (24 BEn) combat patrol
reporbed that contact had been made with Br Commando's at 0200 hours
noay Wesel., UCommodore 3 imsued & counteract plan at 0631 hours, to
assemble %3 ©n in place and be prepared to defend in place or attack
to east or northesst. At 1015 hours Chariot 6 ordered 1lst and 24 Bn'-
to ¢lear areas to our south snd southeast toward Wesel. At this tine
seven AT gune of Btry "A", 155 AT Bn were added to the CT; three went
to 1st Bn, four remeined 1n regt reserve. Throught Corps arty radlo
we learned that the Br haed made 2 erossing west of Co "E" and could
be identifled by the sreen hats they were wearing and we were to not-
ify srty 28 soon 28 any green hats were seen. At 1145 hours, 24 Bn CO
resorted visual contact with Br, and was moving out toc meet them.
Later at 1215, 24 "n rsported the Br had six assault boats and one
tonk agross at 175410, south and west of our area, Socon after (1250
hours ), physic 1 contesct wss effected with the Br., A pockel of res-
istance seemed to be developing ln "Y" in river S5v of us. 24 Bn was
preparing to clezn out this srse when word wss glven that the regt
muzt prodeed in s ST diregtion,

The regt woe -rdered to tzke up noslition E of iesel, Ve pro~
ceeded in atteck formation te London ILine. What 1little resistance
was engountered was dund in lst Bn sector. Regt was on final obj
(Lomdon Line) at 0100 hours, 24 Bn on left, lst Bn on right and 3d
In §% regt reserve. Regt CP was set up at Feldpark (225428), a small
hamlet 1000 yds N of Wesel, To date 839 ®W's have been taken off=-
leially, though hnlf suzin ae meny would be the actual figure. The
PW's came so erslly 2nd so fant the Tirst day that to keep track of
them was well nigh lmpossible. '

At 0330 Co "A" 771 Tk Bn joined the CT with 13 med tks present
‘and 4 more to arrive shortly. They were placed in regt reserve but
instruected to follow the attacking echelons closely. (Astually, in
m-ny instances, the tks were but 50 yds behind the front wave, The
atl jumped off at 0900 24 Bn on left, let Bn on right and 34 Bu in
reserve, and rolled on smartly, mcounts ing only sporadie reslastance,
Three SP gune of lst Tp, 144th SP AT Btry attacked with the troopers
in the front line wave, Before noon the regt CP was estoblished in
2. chnerete dug~out, well camouflaged in the woods south of Sehermbsck
Hwy (269419)., This was an elaborate installatlon controlling sir raid

comnunigations from Holland thirough the Silefgried Line to the heart of .

Germany, 24 En reached the final obj (Autobahn running N snd 3 across
Sehermbeolk Hwy abt 298415). At 1000 hours, lst Bn reached ob).atl220
hours, Btiffening resistance was met at this point and one of the =»
SFP gune was elizshtly demaged by a Jerman SP gun, Positions were con-
golldated at Autobahn,

At 1430 the lst Bpn was ordered to selgze, hold and secure bridue
acrogg Lippe B nsar {rudenburg (323397), and to make contagt with 30th
Piv on our right at bridge across sanal S of river (325393). By 1645
contact had been made as required. Total ~%W's to date was 957, It
sppears that the enemy are fighting a not too well organized rear
guard action.

On the morning of the 27th, a meg fr the GG informed the GO that
he was mot to cross the Paris line (2 line rumning N fr Lippe R, 3500
yds E of the Autobahn), exspst on div order, Previous to jump-of?
time, the regt C? moved to a house on Scherabeck Hwy, 300 yds west of
‘utobahn (245425) ot 0830 hours. The righ BPolbeddldsat B0~ hours
Go "0, 605 TD En reported to regt. with'l2, 3" guns (towed). At 0925
Co "F" mounted on tanlks, erossed Pink Phase Line at 0945, lebt &n
reached PAnk Phase Line at 0955, 24 Bn reached Pink Phage Line, at
1000, Ceo "F" disvwounted fr tks, was momentarily pinned down; galned
fire superiority and moved into the woods., Regbt'l GP was now at
Pedderburg on Schermbec!c Huy (313418).
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Just after noou our 24 Bn ran into some mitor difficulties;
ope light tanks was knooked out by a mine, Co's E and F were both
enzaged in a lively fire fight. In order to give the 2d Bn a chance
to reorgenize, the lst Bn passed through them. The formatlon wae now
34 Bn on right, lst En om left and 24 in reserve, dy 1445 our
front lines vran I and S astride the Schermbeck Bwy, 3500 yds X of
Pedderburg. However, we were again on the move and by 1700 hours
the Regt CP wae located in a farm on Schermbeck Hwy., At this time,
the GG ordered ti.e regt on to Detroit Phase Line (roasd running fr
Schermbeck 8 to Lippe R), snd the Regt'l CP agaln moved forward to
a2 Tarm house, 3500 yds west of Schermbeck Hwy (356429),

At 2020 the CF was visited by Brigidier Greenacre, 0O of the
6th Gds Armd, In the morning this unli, relnforced by 515 PIR mount-
ed on tka was to pess hrough us 2nd attack S end & of Schermbeck Wi
ward Holsterhaousen fy whenee they would swing KE to lsltern, thus
bringing thew on our right flank from Schermbeck to Haltern. At this
time we held = line a~oul 1500 yds W of Schermbeck, with Co "I" aatride
rond running fr Schernbeck to Lippe R. A msg from Commodore 3 informe
ed us that we must hold the bridge where the Schermbeck Hwy crosses
the Lippe R and coantset patrol from 30tn Div at bridge seross canal
on same hwy N ol 3 hlen and report condition to division e8 soon as
possible, Pagaword for patrol to be "Hizh Silk", To date ve had
taken 1033 PW'a.

At 0230 the morning of the 28th a patrol fr 112th Iaf of the 30th
Div.showed up at the CP and w:s sent to contact Co "I" natrol at Gahlen
bridge. 5y O445 we had the rpt that though the bridge had been blown
by the Germans the sbutments were in zood condition and suitable to
hold & Bzlley bridges. At 0750 the & GA with the 513th PIR mounted

cn thelr tanks, began passing through our lines. A In O was sent to .
maintain contset with them. The regt Jumped off onsghedule at 00900,
and the CP wes moved to & house on the E edge of Schermbeek. This wes
but a pause, end as the tro-»z moved out, the CF weni forward ito a
farm on the Sghermbeck-Wulfen Huwy, ahout 1000 yds E of Schermbeck,

By 1100 the lst and 24 Bn's hed crossed Gresn phase line, a north and
south line 1800 yde ¥ of Schermbeck, The rest'l CP was shelled by
geveral SFP guns =2t 1000. This lasted for about 20 minutes, killing
one snd wounding 3 othere, At this point, 1st Bn is just short of
Black Phase Line, 3500 yds ¥ of Schermbeck, and 24 Bn iz 700 yds

ghort of it. However, Rhings besan moving faster aud by 1200 the 24 Bn
iz on line Togion, north~ south road running into Holsterhausen, Both
let and 24 Bn's hive reaghed Tumpe line by 1615, (Tampa line; RR
running N out of Dorsten)., Both Bn's oross Tampa line for their final
obj, the 2d Dn veaching theirs at 1725 and the 18t Bn theirs at 2030.
In the msantine, Jjust before renching Tampa line, a large ammo dump
had besn token 5&564511. This wne mined and time iuzes were get to
blow at 2400, 29 darch. = new resgt'l CP was set up in a lodge on X
hwy to Wulfen., The Bocghe had left in a hurry, for we found Blectire

1 ghts working =nd running water in the tape. 1125 Fi's had been offw
lelally credited so far.

At 0315, word was rece ved that the 6th GA hed taeken Haltern, and
were on thelr way to Dulmen {(un ths roed to Huneter), The plan being
that we were to send a2 Bn to hold Haltern while the armor drove on.

The 3d En was sent by convoy over the B route at this tlme. At 0600
we were stlll out of communications with Heltern, so the In O was sent
*o contaet the »rigidier at Holeterhausen, aud to vroceed glong N

route 1f possible to get through. The 34 Bn returningyby N route if
possible to get through, The 34 Zn was fund to have arrived at 0600
and the N route was fund open., At 0630 the regt was ordered to move

to Haltern, Regt'l CO lssued order to lst and 24 Ban's to vroseed to
Haltem in tuc’loal formetion, ready to clear any rezistoancee in the

the way, the let on to take N woute, the 24 BEn the S route, The Regt'l
CP was moved to lirltern and at 1200 the 1lst BEn entered Haltern, hev ng
meét no reslistsnce on the way., The 3d Bn had taken over the defense

of Haltern, sending Co "I" to Davesum (to relieve a unit of the 6th G4),
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At 2115 the 34 Bn reported hoving captured a huge water plant,
supplying water for a large area in the vie including 4 pr 5 large
industrial olties. The plant is a beautiful feat of enginecering.

We received & report that the time fuzes had been successfully ree
moved from amro dump we captured the day before. 76 £.'s were taken
today, briniang the total to 1201.

The 30th of .arch found the regt in a static position, holding
Haltern and vic. Uo "E" found an ammo dump in an area N and ® of
the town (635550). It was used as a2 munitions factory, All told
there are & bldgs, Tour were used as recelving centers for shell
casings and powder, four were used for progessing explosives and fille
ing shell casings, The installation is extremely well-camouflaged,
with sotusl trees and hedges growing over it.

By noon & forge of enemy had attempted a2 counter-sttsck near
bridge over Ligpe R south 6f Haltern. Elm's of 34 Bn, reinforeed
by med tks (771 Tk Bn) were sent to neutralize all enemy. A Gemmén
PH, tzken in skirmlsh, states that there are two T.2¢m Russian zuns
and about ha3lf 2 comnany of Germons in vie, but reconnsissance led
to hlgher estimates of persoanel involved. Through the evenlng and
night, Haltern was shelled fr 3 where the trouble started.

On 3lst derc . at noon, we learned that the CT hed temporarily
reverted Ir 17th Abn Div to XiLX Corps, the 17th Abn mo ing to
Dulmen, We were o remaln in position, to hoid lialtern srea, the
15th Cav mainta'ning a scereen between Haltern and Clfen. At 1820
the 34 Zn recelved o counter-attack fr the S of Haltern Ir & fdrece
esti ated at 120 men supported by arty. The counter-attack was re-
vulsed with he:vy eneumy losses. A forsce of light tenks was sent to -
sereen the ares with ides of preveating infiltration. Additional
tks and TD's were sent to ares to help in thls mission. The enemy
forge can doc 1little but harsssg the 34 Bn with nuisance attseke and
shell with erty. Shells fr enemy guns had fallen on Haltern cone
stantly during the night, During the night, lst Ba pstrols contaected
329th Inf 2nd 331st Inf at Olfen.
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