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The 507th Parachute Infantry teek off freéﬁBarE;stan Heatnh and Fulbeck
at 2350, 5 Jure 1944. The regiment flew eut te the W ceast ef the Cetentin
Feninsula, turned east between the Channel Islands and made a lanafall at “
0202 pnear Baubigny. Flak censisting mestly eof Z20mm. and MG greeted us at the
ceust and accempanied us all the way te the DZ. Several Officers and men were
it by flak in the planes and ene plane was shet dewn, fertunately aftér mest b "
ef the treeps were eut of it. The night was fair and clear, the wind abeut 12-
miles per heur, - lith the exceptien ef twe elements, ene of which jumped ‘at
Mentebourg snd ene § of Carentan, the dispersien was excellent, altheugh it's
center w e. semewhat E of the DZ. Jumping cemmenced at 0<32 and ended at 0312,
Jump casualties were insignificant.

The ‘Regiment was preceeded by  heur by it's three Bn. radar teams,
Unfertunately it turned eut that the DZ was eccupied and cevered by fire by the
Germans se ﬁh;t frem the mement ef landing they had te fight fer their lives,

On thal scceunt neither Lt. Jeseph ner O'Brian ef the lst and 3rd Bns respectively
were able te eperate their radar machines, Furthermere, Lt. licGill ef the Znd Bn

broke beth legs en the jump an€ his secena, Lt. Ames, was enly zble te assemble
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three men., Ameng thém hewever was the radar set and it's eperater, Szt. Duff.
In spite of the German fire whistling areund them, they succecded in setting tihis
set up at 0220 and eperated it until 0300, After that Ames felded up his setl and

successfully get his men back te Cel. Ustberg's pesitien which he reached abeut

0700, This brilliant feat wag 1

e fer the cadiuratively goed

Junp pattern,

AUG 12 1948
/7070
MasTe,



A ' 27
- ” ) ]
: r 2= /

Altheugh the jump pattern was fairly cempact it centered en beth sides
of the Merderet River, the tetal area was large ane ;aveuturcs of small greups
rejeining the regiment are mucﬁ tes numersus te tell here, Hewever, Celenel.
Millett's stery deserves seme kind ef recegmitien. Celsnel Killett jumped en
the DZ and assamblsf;EELfgngéif;fDﬂ Cempany, led by Captain Telle. With this
ferce he attacked amfreville sbeut 1000. Captein Telle was killed and at 1200
the regimental cemmander seeing that he was sustaining casualities and making.ne
pregress with-drew te a pesitien seutheast ef les Laudes, which he erganized fer-
defense, The Germans attempted te develep his pesitien that night, but excellent
fire d@iscipline was maintained and the Germans remsined in ignerance ef his exact
pesitien. The next day he set up a read bleck ané ambushed a cenvey ef seven
trucks. That nizht the Germans again attacked with' a recennaissance ferce but
still witheut success, lMeamwhile, Celenel ¥illett get in teuch with the Divisien
Cemmand and zlse with Captain Tayler, whe breught in 250 men. Captain Tayler had
taken the tewn ef Fresville en the way seuth, butchering many Germans, Celenel
Millett alse picked up Captains F. F. Smith, Frank, and Allyn, aleng with seme men
se that by the eveming ef D plus three he was 3t the head of 2 ferce of 425 men,
That evening he received an erder frem Divisien te fall back te Celenel Timmes?
pesitien,

Meanwhile, Celenels kaleney and (stberg had assembled z ferce of abeut 150
men at 305980 and jeined General Gavin at Ferce MAY Headquarters at 0430, This
ferce cevered a glider landiﬁg and in deing se had & brush with the Germans nﬁile
trying te secure eguipment frem t he gliders., BSeme ef the ejguipment was left in
the hands ef the enemy after the Ferce had suffered casualties. General Gavin
erdered our regiment east te the railread embaniment and seuth aleng the railread
te the peint where the read te La Fiere cresses the railread. Here the greup

halted and reerganized, This march was made in geed erder and no lesses were

incurred., It arrived at t.M at abeut 0600, - -
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Scouts brou_ht back news that the bridge over the Verderet was covered
by enemy fire, so Genersl Gavin-erdered (olonel Waloney to make a wide
encircling movement down the river, To crocs near or at Chef du Font in erder
to érive the enemy from the La Fiere bridge, Colonel Waloney set oubt on this
mission with about 150 men., Shprtly afterwards word was received that the
Chef du Pont bridge was clear of the enemy, so the General, taking with him
Colonel (stberg and sbout 75 men, set out for it by the shertest pessible route

down the reilreoad, Captain Dickerson was left in command of the remairder of

the high ground sbove La Fiere with the mission of holding this bridge with a
battalien of 505, until such a time as the movement via Chef du Pent succeeded,
Stragglers were coming in all the time; so that at 0900 when Colonel Cstberg
left for Chef du Pont Captain Dickerson had with hin about 300 men.

Celonel Cstberz reached Chef du Font before Colonel Valoney, having taken

a much sherter route., Fineing the Germans in pessessien ef the teown he promptly

drove them out and onto the bridge., Behind the bridge the enemy had some cever
but behind that he was exposed te qur fire on the causeway over the swamp, and

being afraid te run the open causeway he turned te held the bridge., The enemy

force as estimated to be a reinforced platoon, Colonel Ustherg deployed his

men, opened fire en the enemy, killed the ones in foxholes en the near side of

the bridge, and then found that the enemy on the far side of the bridge was

was still able to cover the causeway the bridge with fire. Being unable te

fire on these men @irectly, Colenel Ostberg gallantly stepped out on the bridge ;
te rush it; but & burst of machine gun fire hi¢ him in the chest, depriving the &
regiment of his services for the remainder of the campaign. |

Colonel Waloney arrived abecut this time and he too tried te rush the gridge

without success, Colonel Waloney then appointed Captain Creek to commard the

part of the 5C7th at the Chef du Font bridge.
‘——-'-'-___._—'- . -




Captain Creek begzan by fishing Celenel Ostberg out ef the swamp, He then
occupied the near or east end of the bridge and settled down to a leng, bitter,
and dangerous combat acress the length of the bridge where it wes impossible
te dispese of the enemy unless you faiSGQ.your head sut of your hole and it was
very difficult te raise your head out eof your heole without being disposed of
yourself, This bloddy fight lasted 211 day. At 1700 Celonel Maleney withdrew
under orders, leawing Captain Cireek with 34 men., Hardly had Celonel Maloney
left when the enemy epened up with heavy and a@curate artillery fire that killed

or injured 1) of Captain Creekts men in a few mimntes, Under cover of their

artillery {ire a party of 75 to 100 Germans appreached te attack on the eas
bank of the river from Captain Creek's left rear, Captain Creek realized the
delicate situatien he was in, and prepared to meet the werst. Fertunately, a

staff offiecer from Division arrived in the nick of time. Capliain Creek explained

the precarious sitvatien to him, and phis efficer was asble tc get reianfercements

up in time to frighten off the German flank attack which never materislized so
that the situation was completely reversed in our faver. By cleverly dispesing
the reinforcements in his left flank, Captain Creek was able to get some enfilade
fére on the German positien, killing all except three, whe ran away. At might-
fall, Céptain Creek rushed a platoon ever the bridge and followed with the rest
of hig force. Thig force held the bridge all nmight until relieved by the 508
next morhin;. \

While this action was taking place at Chef du Pent, Colonel Timmes had

landed south of Colonel Ostberg's position, After he had assembled 30 men he
heard the sounds of a fight in the direction of Amfreville which he imagined te
be "F¢ Company's attack en that town, Thinking he could effer a useful diversion
with the ferce he had assembled he procecded to Amfreville and attacked it frem
the eatbt. The Germans held the tewn in ferce, hoever, and Colonel Tiumes' group

Ties

made no progress, suffering some casualties. Believing he could do better with
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and better erganization, al daylight he withdrew te a peint near the swamp,

1000 yards east ef the tewn, reerganized, teek up s defensive pesitien and semt

Lt., Levy with a reinferced squad te recenneiter the La Fiere bridge. Lt. Levy
feund the east end e¢f the bridge uneccupied, seized it, and reperted the situatien
te Colenel Timmes. With his weiries gbeut his cermunicatiens te the rear thus
alleviated, and expected mementarily that the rest of the regiment weuld cress te
jein him, Celenel Timmes set sbput preparing anether mere careful an&‘mgre thereugh
attack ;n Amfreville, which éid net materialize due te the cencentratien ef sur ewn
artillery falling there. When first Celenel Maleney and then Celenel Ostberg left
La Fiere for Chef du Pent, Caplain Dickersen haa put the rest eof the regiment in
pesitien at La Fiere te defend the cressing and act as reserve for the 505th.

There they feund a bedy ef enmemy in seme heuses and fertificatien at the east end
“of the bridge. These Geruan pesitiens were excellent fer cevering the appreaches
te the bridge. Furthermnre,’at the expense ef -a geed many casualties, we discevered
they were held by men determined te fight it eut. Cur attack lasted all merming
and inte the afterneen witheut gaining any greund. Hewever, with sll attritiea en
beth =ides by 1430 they had ensugh. The balance ef them surrendered. Captain
Schwattzwslder, at the heaa of "G Cempany, cressed immediately, and fermed a
pridgenead te the west with Lt. LeVyfs patrel and 80 men of his ewn.

It seemed that everyene's ceniidence ami uncencern threugheut the merning has
been justified., The fiecld was eurs, we had beaten the Germans wherever we had met,
and had enly te cencentrate te deliver the attack en Amfreville and give them a yet
mwere serieus beating, The Germans had been unable te strike an effective blew
anywhere zgainst any ef eur pesitiens after 12 heurs after the jump., But Just at
this critical juncture eccurred ene of these upsets se seumen in war that deprived

us ef fruits of ene days werk, split the regiment in half, and cevered Amfreville

se effectively that instead ef taking Amfreville with ene company in three heurs,
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as we had plamned, it required twe divisiens almest a week te take it. When
Captain Schwartzwalder cressed he was suppesed te be fellewea by an element frem
anether regiment while the 507.covered that cressing ane fellowed hehind. There
was sexe cenfusien and u;lay in the march erder and nebesy fellewed "G" Cempany.
During this time intervsl, the Germans arrived en the west end ef the bridge,

drgve Captain Schwartzwalder out of his bridgehead at Flaux, and eccupied it,
thereby denmying us the use of the bridge, Lt. Levy with his patrel frem np¢
Cempany hung en te the bridgehead and cevered Capltain Schwartzwalder whe withdrew
te Cel, Timmes' pesitien 1000. yards up the read, Lt. Levy requested help in all
d@irectiens, bult nenw was ferthceming. He held en successiully, hewever, until‘

the Germans began getting him and Celenel Timmes. Then, net having eneugh men in
that &irectiyn as well as in the ethers and sseing ne signs ef help ceming te him,
he withdrew fighting. His expleit matches the stand mzde by the Germans en the
west end of the bridge in the mernming., but in Lt) Levy's actien nething wﬁs gaines
but hener, whereas the German defense of the bridge had gained time for them.

Thus the whele aspect eof the stiuatien changee ard the Germans made us real=
ize it immediztely with mewly breught up mertars and artillery. All idea el cressing
the bridge after Ceptain Schwartzwalder wassbandened, Celenel Timmes, grasping the
key impertance af the bridge, ferget his attack en Amfreville and prepared te make
a nigbﬁ attack en Flaux. With Captein Schwartzwazldert's reinfercements, his greup
numbered approximately 175 men. The enemy fire en Captain Dickersea's pesitien
chaenged first frem being insigmificant te being harrassing then dangereus and
finally extremely effective. With Celenel Maleney in cemmmnd of the 507th, was
erdered te relieve a battalien ef the 505 seuth of the read. Marching vig the
| railread it arrived aﬁ the aasigﬁed pesitien at 2000, The German fire which had been
het nerth ef the read, when we left had grewn hetter during eur march and eam eur

arrival we were welcemed by prelenged and repeated blasts ef every weapen the
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Germans had aveilasble, Under this fire we crailed inte pesitien en the heights
everleeking the Merderet and dug im, With insufficient weapens te reply effect~
ively we immeaiately replied with what machine guns we had, neping fer the best,
Between 2100 ane 2200 three pieces of our divisien artillery agenéd up en the
eneny, silegciug them semewhat. The effectivenessef eur artillery seemed te en-
ceurage us mere than it disceuraged the Germans. The Germans managed te keep up
their intense fire until well after dark, At perhaps midmight their mertar and
small arms fire ceased, but their artillery centinued te peund all might., The
enemy treeps preved te be elements ef the 9lst Infantry Diviien.

Next merning, D plus ene, the regiment received an erder te fall back en
the Ste, Mere Eglise Read and take up a pesitien in suppert el the 505th whiﬁh
was being attacked fres the nerth frem the directien ef Geurbesville. A{}&r being
relieved by anether battalien ef the 505 we meved eut at 0830 under sniper and
artillery fire. At 1000 we reached eur new pesitien, rested, reerganized., Csl.
Kaleney ergenized the fragments ef the regiment with kim inte three cempanies
cemmanded by Captaims Creek, Rae, and Brakonecke, These efiicers ia turn appeipt-
ed plateen leaders within their cempanies.

At 1606 we received anether erder from Divisien te return te the bridge &t
La Fiere in erder te relieve the Battalien ef the 505 thal had been there all
day. 4s we assembled te meve up, the German artillery descended upen us, fellewing
eur reute ef msarch up the read te the bridge,

igain in the same pesitien We had eccupied the might ef D, end D plus'l, the
Germans plastersd us with mertar and machine gun fire., At first we theught we
weuld be in fer & hard time, but little by little the enemy Iire died away and
after dark it stepped altegether. Witheut doubt this was ene ef the mest pre-
lenged fires the Gemmans delivered against us during the ceurse ef the entire

campaign. It had lasted un tedly fer thirty heurs and reflected the
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faverable cenditien eof the enemy sapplies at ‘ e start of the campaizn. Later
on lack of transpertatien seemed insufficient te meet smpply demands,

,The next merning, D plus 2,_the enemy started agaim with his mertars; he
alse intreduced te ms 2 new mengee, the eminer, QGemans had apparently cressed
the Werderet River at might, anc by daylizht they were firing en us frem all
éirections with rifles and Schmeizzers, Any of eur men whe were net actually in
their fex heles were in danger of being fired upen. They were €ifficult te fimd as
they never s emed to meve, A burst ef sniper activity was almest always fellewed
by a Iull and then snether burst and se en, It previded us with a lessen in
geeutinge techmicue, The effectiveness of the sniperst! firing was net se grezt but
it did affo?d the enemy a way eof definitely lecating eur dispesitiens fer mertar
end artililery cencentratiens,

During_thé merning ef D plus 2 we held eur pesitien zheve La Fiere, receiving
censiderable ﬁunisrnnnt frem German mertars, We had nething with which te reply
te their fire but ING!'s, which were relat',ivcly ineffective against the Cerman
defenses, Aboeut nesn, hewever, we were sent a 60mm. mortar and an 8lmm, mertar,
The effect these weapens haé en the Geramans wus se censideragble that eur crews
fired with enthusiasm., Later we received seme 50 caliber mmachine guns which'wa"
didn*t use right away and alter still seme friendly artillery supperted us, Poci‘
conmunicatiens and the fact that the fire was directwd by inexperienced infantry
ef Ticers netwithstanding the net result scemed te have impressed the Germans,

Their reactien waan't streng and we guessed -tiigt by this time theipy ékmuniﬂln
WaSs ;unning lew,

One the side ef the river, hewever, areund Celonel Tismes' pesitien, the
Germans ha€¢ centirued their mertar, artillery and small arms fire witheut let-up
since the afterneen of D-Day. Frem the night ef D-Dey eur artillery which had

' dene se much seed fer the merale ef eur grepp wast ef the river had fallen enm
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the west end of the bridge just where Timmes expected te attack, and fer fear

of getting shelled by it, he had te call the attack eff, BSeen after the Germans
hesmed him in against the swam;-ao that he cenldn't meve and punished him un-
mercifully, He was in fact in a dangersus situatien because he had ne linme ef
retreat except te cress the exposed swamp and he coulén't held eut indefiritely
witheut help ageinst the superier mumber of Germans, As leng as the Gemmans

held the bridge it was net apparent where that help ceuld ceme frem, He selved
that @ifficult problem by vigereus resistance and an undiscenraged determinatien
which he imparted te his men by an example of patience and impetubability. Te

that he added a threat te sheet any weakling whe might flinch before the enemy's
fire., He had with him when he settled dewn te this hard fight 175 men, and thanks
te his energyand the effectiveness of his heavy mertars he munaged te bring eut

120 of them unimrt, He had ne radie with him, se he sent eut patrels in an effert
te centact Regiment, Nene of these succeeded in getting acress the river until the
merning ef D plus 2 when Lits. Marr and Chambers beth gzet acress by different reutes
snd reperted Colonel Timmes'! situatien, Divisien sent him back wérd te cress the
stream thet night and rejein the Regiment which he prepared te de; but circumstances
chansed befere he executed the mevement,

On the east bank we suspended firing at nightfall in a gzeed frame of mind
because we had that day clesrly established fire superierity ever the Germans,
Furthermere, we heard that a battlien ef the 325 was geing te cress the river at
night en a sunken resd and take the bridge by a flank attack frem Cel. Timmes?
pogitien te the nerth ef us, In the merning, D plus threé, hewever, we heard
that his attack had failed, and that at 1045, after an artillery preparatien of
15 mimtes anether batialien of the 325 was te pass threugh the pesitien zheve

the bridge and assault it frem the east: If the 325 hesitated er lest time we

were te cress eurselves, Ca;-tnﬁ' n Rae!s cempany leading and Captain Creek's amd



Brakonecke's following if needed. We had an hour to prepare ourselves for this
and then the 325 appeared and passed through te the accompaniment of the loudest
and heaviest Amdrican fire we have yet heard. We fired off everything we had
ourselves, and guided the 325 up to the bridge where we left them with the problem
of erossing with our sincerest best wishese. The Germans, realizing what wes
happening, opened up too, with small arms fire that covered the causeway from end
to end for 1500 yards with heavy fire. There was no cover whatsoever on the cause~=
way, and if life wasn't absolutely impossible it seemed very difficult to maintain
out there. Our artillery stopped, and the German artillery didh't begin. The 325
looked dubiously on this minatory scene that was scon to ﬁecome appalling, and
fluctuating. G@eneral Gavin stepped out onto the read and called on the 507 te
show the way, and Captain Ras, bringing his company with him, started to cross.
Beeing this, the 325 started to cross also. @olonel lMaloney exposed himself without
thought at the head of the bridge, his face covered with bloed from & wound he had
received, and led the men onte the bridge with exhortations and threats and saw

to it that Oaptain Ra®'s company was followed. The atiack was canalized by the
causeway over which the attack proceeded in two files, and on account of the field
of action (over 500 yards) our concentration in it, and our complete exposure to
enemy fire, there ensued one of the most exciting ahd bleody scenes of the cam-
paigne The hail of bullete had & certein delaying effect seo that the column moved
comparatively slow dn Bpite of the effeorts of the more courageous whe ran up and
down the middle of the road urging men on. Men were hit right and left and either
fell over in the road eor in the swamp. If they could move they moved back even
more elowly and painfully towards the American east banke By the time the head eof
the column raeched Flaux two files of attack were doubled by two equally streng
celumns of blseding men moving tﬁ therear which gave the movement a peculiar

escalatory aspects In spite of this fire and our lesses, we maintained our forward
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movement, parachutists and gliders together, broke intoe tewﬁ and drove the

Germans oute There hearts were gladdened by the sight of the German corpees
thicker than ours; and se encoufaged our forces pushed en behind them without
delay as far west as the town of Le Motey, just outeside of Amfreville. Meanwhile,
the German artillery alengz the Flaux-LeMotey and on the bridgee This artillery
was violent and effective, and since we were following the Germans down the road
the results were renumerative for the Germans, it was the thickest field of
corpses of the campeigne

In Le Motey we were stopped by a volley of our own artillery fire. K The 325
wented to held the townj; the parachutista having ad plenty of time during the
last four days to meditate the folly of not covering the bridge, wanted to take
up & defensive position on the crest west of the bridge and protect the bridge-
head. 8o the parachutists under Lts. Wisner and Eskridge left the 325 persennel
in the town and set up & line on the high ground covering the bridge. Ospt. Ree
then reported our position to Generel Gavin, who shortly relieved us, and assigned
us as reserve for the 325 men who were made responsible for the defense of the
bridgeheads Lt. Ardziejewski led a petrol which contacted Colonel Timmes without
any trouble. Meanwhile Qaptain Cresk's and Brakonecke's companies of our regiment
were alerted to follow Rae's company over the bridge if they were needed. When it
wes found that they weren't they were left in their position to hold the bridge
in case of a reverse, and tec act as a reservee. They stayed there all day under a
heavy German shelling from which they suffered.

Qaptain Rae's compeny rested from 1300 te 1500 when the Germans attacked the
325+ The regiment had had such a clear lesson in value of our cooperation in the
morning that they insisted that we cooperate similarly with them in the afternoon
and do it without delay, This we cheerfully did, but when we got up on the heights

west of the bridge we found that the 385 had been driven out of Le Motey, but was

successfully hanging en to the hei ﬁ ts., Bo, finding nothing to do, we wished them
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the best of luck, and got inte some ditches vhere we spent an houb while the
@Germans pounded us with some more heavy mortar fire which inflicted casuaities.
About 1700 the 325 called for help again; and then again, General Gavin, standing
on the road junction thanked the officers for what they had already dene and teld
us what more we had to dos The Germans were still trying to reach the junctien
with mertar firee. We went out feeling pleased not to have been mortared while
talking to the General and found the 325 en both sides of the hedgerows of thé Le
Motey road exchanging veolleys of fire withltha Germans in the hedgerowe oppesite
while eix tanks in the erchard hehind thundered with artillery and machine gun
fire. The bushes were so full of 325 men that we didn't know gquite what to do
with our own; and spent a minute foolishly receiving fire without deing anything
about ite Although no doubt the 325 was just as pleased to sse us as we had been
pleased to see them in the morninge

Lt. Broadaway then suggested that we take the town rather than do nothing
so five officers drove forward and took the town and engaged the Germesns in it.
fome men frem beth regiments came up to join them after a while, and then in about
half an heuf the tenks came down the road shooting every German they could see or
heare It was difficult to communicate through the thick side of the tank te
indicate just what we wanted shot but their intervention was decisive; and when
they withdrew just before dark there were no active Germans in the towne Oaptain
Rae's company in cenjunction with the 325 held on & line west of town all night
within hearing distance of the Germans and at daybreak the 90th Division passed
through us pushing west. At 1100 D plus four, the Regiment was relieved and with-
drawn to the west bank of the Merderet Riverto defend the La Fiere brodges. The
enemy during this engegement consisted of the 1058 Infantry and 19lst Bngineers
of the 91§t Divisione

While all this was going on, Qolonel Millett stabted to execute his order,

to fall back on Col. Timmes' pesition. On D plus two the enemy had harrassed




his pesition all day; snd in the evening hs received heavy mertar fire in
gdditidn to small erms fire. At 0300 he moved out on a route that was to take
him around Amfreville to the North but he ran into a Germen positien north of
Amfreville which broke up his column and dispersed a large part of it.

Untroubled by the fact that h; wag elone in the heart of the German divieien
area Golonel Millett had determined to hold the ground he had been ordered teo
hold and to assist the division to take its objectives rather than fall back te
the river and the protection of the rest of the diviaioﬁ. With that end in view
he sustained himself five days against evsrything the Germens had or could bring
against him, always master of himeelf, his men and the Germeanss He enjoyed
fighting as a sport but he never forgot himself as Colonel and always set an
example of energy and firmness.

Qolonel Millett, Major Pearson, and Captain Teyler were capitured, Osptain
Taylor being woundede Oaptains Allyn and Frank were killeds That left Captain
P. Fo Bmith who rallied the remnants of Qolenel Millett's command. He proceeded

\
east under such heavy pressure from the Germans that he had to think twice te
remember that he was folleowing a divisional order and not being driven by the
enemys He reached the river north of Colonel Timmes' position, turned seuth,
and found his way blocked by the Germens in force at the Village at 3098. Captain
Smith went into pesition and blasted the Gormans who reected immediately by fire.
The fight sweyed back end forth without result which was no good for the Oaptain's
purposes because if he couldn't mave he was as good as beaten. In the crux of the
engagement the heriec soldier Gandara of "D" Company stepped ;rect into the
German lines armed with & LMG@ which he fired from the carry and knoeked out twe
German mechine guns before he'was killede It was enough to settle the issue for
Qaptain Smith stepped through over Gandara'; glorious corpse and a lot of German

Qorpses. After that the Germans couldn't bring themselves te face the rsdoubteble

Smith who watched in peace the fight at La Fiere. He rejoined the regiment the



next day with & force of 140 men. Major Pearson, Qaptain Tayler, and some men
escaped subseguently and rejoined use. Major Peardon was in condition te fight.

The Regiment rested at La Fiere until D plus sevene During this time enly
action it saw was & bombing raid by the German Air Force which inflicted casual=
tiess On D plus seven we moved to a field betwsen Picuaville and Pent 1'Abbe,
Qolenel Maloney commanding, Oaptein Oreek commanding the lst Battalien, Lt.

Uel. Timmes the 2nd, and Majoer Davis the 3rd. We were ordered teo relieve ths S0th
Division which had just taken Pont 1'Abbe, and to continue and attack to the West
in the direction of St. Sauveur le Vicomte, the 325 on our left and the 9th en

our rights At 0800 on D plus 8 we found ourselves in a column of battalions on the
road marching up te the line of departure, >rd Bn. leading, followed by the 2nd

and the lste. The 325 got on the same road we were using and some confusion and
delay resulted. The Germans took advantage of that to shell use But the 5rd Bne,
in the lead, got to the line of departure in time to cross it at 0900. They took
the hill mesk in front of the line of departure in a brisk fight in which they

lost the splendid Lt. Erwin, who had repeatedly shown his bravery te his fellew
soldierss The 3rd Bm., then turned nerth to bleck Renouf. Hers they were sub=
jected to a considerable morter and artillery fire which lasted all day and infiict;
ed casualties. The 9th Divieien which wae suppesed to take Renouf and cover éha
Regiment's right flank, spent the day trying to teke the town, and finally did
later in the afterncen with the help of the Air Fercee.

Meanwhile the 2nd Bnes followed by the lst, continued te attack te the Weste
They made and kept contact with the 325 en the left and advenced 1000 yards with
the vigor and speed characteristic of Qole Timmes' leadership, driving weak
elements of Germans before them. Our artillery was very active, very pawarfui,
and very encouraging, Eut not sufficiently flexible to adjust itself teo the speed

of 0ole Timmes' Bn. At 1500 it came down on hime. The Bn. wes forced to take

cover, and the efficers thaﬁﬁi that the barrage wss heavier than 'any German



barfage they had been subjected to throughout the campaigne We had some casuale
ties and withdrew, pending the lifting of the artillery, and discovered that the
Oth Division by not coming up left our right flank exposed. Just then the Germans
opened up with a machine gun and threw some confusion inte the Bn which was already
disconcertedby the impertially by which the Germans artillery dealt it's blows.
The artillery lifted, we hustled the machine gun out of the house on the right
flank, the lst Bn moved up in the right and abreast of the 2nd; and the advance
was continued until it ran into the Gsrmens in position South and just east of
Bonnevillee By then the right flank of the lst Bn was exposed alse. The 325 on
our left flank was stepped by the same enemy position. Col. Timmes and Oaptain
Oreek formed a plan together. Some tanks came up, and after an artillery prepare=
ation, Ool. Timmes assaulted the enemy's position in front, using the tanks on the
road to blast out the Germans positions, while Qaptain Oresk enveloped them from
the righte There was e hard fight on the German ppsitien but jmst as it was getting
dark we were masters of the situatione The 325 attacked immediatelyand came up
abreast of us. It was too late to do anythingbut bivouac on the battlefield which
we did under one of the heaviest German shellings of the campaigne

Next morning, D plus & (June 15) at daybreak we resumed the attack and
guickly pushed forward 1000 yardse. There we were greeted with a shower of our own
artillery which inflicted casualties, stopped the advance, and upset the mems!
feelings. The effects was very like knecking the wind out of & man, and it took
some time te stop the artillery and more to get the men back in an aggressive
frame of minds That gave us time to netice that the 325 was not up on our left
and the Sth Division en our right had not left their pesitions of the night before
so that we were exposed on both flanks. Furthermore it gave the Germans time to
set up & line of resistznce so that when we finally did try to advance, we couldn'te
 That morning there was & heavy fight in which we mortared and machine-gunned each

other vigorously. Qasualt

,n&ermnna brought up tanks which
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added to our miserye. Our own tenks came up too, but we lest one on the way up
and since the 325 wasn't there to sover their left flank they were pretty in=
effective all morninge About neoon the %25 come up abreast of us and out tanks
got inte pesition to helpe That seemed te be encugh to convince the Germans
and there was a short lull for lunch. The 3rd Battalion was trying to fill the
gap between the right flank and Renouf where the 9th Division apparently wase.
After lunch the @Germans resumed fighting and the fight went on as hard as ever
all afternoons They got a tenk in the corner of one of our hedgerows and pro=
ceeded to enfliade us with armor piercing ammunition. Their mortars walked up
and down our hedgerows in regular cadences The gallant Lte. Keenan wes killed
in his mertar @P, while giving the Germans back what we were gettinge. Having
ne other unit to help, Col. Maloney sent Headgquarters Qempuny up to reinforce
the 2nd Bn. They arrived at ab;ut noen end prompHly ket Sgt. Pipole, whe
caught a buret of shrapnel in the chest, wounding him severely. Pvt. Frank of

Head quarters Qo. was in the ditch when our tank was knocked out. A man popped

out and said something about the rest of the crew being helpless from concussione

With a superb disregard of himself and enemy machine gun fire, Frank climbed up
on the tank and pulled the reest of the crew out, lesing hid arm deing it. He
won the admiration of the entire regiment.

At sbout 1800 th{; bitter and bloody fight ended indecisively. The 505
relieved usg, and as we marched off we heafd the regular lkrump..krmpe..krap.. of
the mortar salvos with which the Gormans saluted their new guests. We loat
192 men in these twe days of fighting. The enemy were principally elements of
tﬁe 243rd Divisione

We marched back to Pont 1'Abbe and were trucked down to Francguetet that
night to take over the pesitiaﬁs ef the 508 in the Buezmeville bridgehead south
of ths Duove. Colonel Raff was now sent to command the regiment, all hope of

rescuing Ceclenel Millett having been lest. It was a difficult thing te replace
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the discipline and aﬁtharity that 0el. Millett had succeeded in winning for

himself, especially in a regiment whese coumposition was changing so fast as
one key man after another was hurt and replaced by semeene else. The new Qol.
appeared on the evening ef 15 June and suietly started teo werk ;o gmoothly that
for some time we hardly knew that éhere had been & change in cemmand. But as
time went on ev;ry one ran inte Oolonel Reff in persen or into his autherity and
by the end of the campaign all the regiment had been made to understand just that
we were a regiment now with regimental functions and precedures and net just
like a mob of warlike saboteurs. This regiment, once it submits itself to ensmy
fire, énjoys fighting for fighting's sakes The new Jclonel harnessed this fine
and valuable spirit, and directed it to gain assigned objectivess

Thet night Osptain Brummitt rejoined us with 80 men. The pilots for the
Hy 0o, 3rd Bne, had failed to reach the D& and mesi of the company had jumped
at Graignes, eight miles south of Qarentan. In the course of the next twe days,
180 men collected here, and command passed to Major Jehnston, executive officer
of the 5rd Bne This force was composed of the greater part of Headyuarters Jrd
Bn and verious stragglers from the 10lst Divisien plus some Fremchmen and a
couple of Spaniardse. Being sc far away from where he wae ordered ito be, Major
Johnaton considered that the hest thing to do wes hold Grainges and interfere
with cemmunications te Carentan until they could meke contact with frienda.
This he preceeded to deos German kctivity wes slight but constant, and watil D
plus 5 they maintained themselves with the heip of sympathetic Frenchmen. ¥When
the Germens didn't come te fight they sent eut patrols te fight with theme The
fight for Qarentan was long and hard and there sssmed to be ne immediate pres=
pects for relief. On the evening of D plus 4 they killed a German whose papers
showed him to be one of the recennaissance battalion of an armered Divisione

The next merning twe men went out to bury the man, and were mei by fire which drove

them back and seemed unuaua.llﬁ heavye _OaﬁinlBrumitt went te investigate it



and became clear to him that the Germans were in force and preparing to attacks
Graignes is on top of a hill which offers commanding ground and good observation
as observation goes in Normandys Majer Johnston has been maintaining an all=
gxoypd defense, but the Gormans were approaching from the south. OQaptain
Brummitt reinferced the southern frent and prepared to receive thems The Germans
reconneitered his pesition in ferce at noen, and by 1600 had found out enough
about dispesition to launch an attacke At that time ﬁhoy laid dewn a heavy
artillery preparation and a mortar barrage which destroyed communications and
assaulted. After a lull at 2000 they laid down & heavy artillery preparation
and asssulted agains The fight was feroecious and sanguinarye By nightfall they
had pushed our lines back in certain spete. After dark they overran the pesitien
and mopped up the towne Between 0100 and 0200 Qaptain Brummitt withdrew inte the
swamp to the west, the German shooting into his rear as he wents He re~grouped
his men at the foot of the hill in the swemp and moved off to a pre=designated
assembly area where he spent the days Then he picked up Lt. Naughton whe had had
a similar adventure. Next day they started toward Carentan and ran inte our lines
twe deys later (15 June) and Oaptain Brummitt had fought a Bne. of enemy all dayy
with 180 men. After being forced out of his pesition he maintained the integrity
of hia command over unfaverable swampy terrain, and succeeded in bringing back for
useful service 100 men. This remarkable feat required a high degrse of leadership
and determinations He was materially assisted by the superior services of Ltee
Wagner and Naughten, besides others who didn't get oute &0 of the Personnel be
brought back bslonged to our regime nt, but Majer. Johnston was left in the hands
of the enemy.

When we reached Francguetot we were told that it was a guiet secter where
there were few Germans and less activity. We were in pogition bafore dawn 16 June

and in fact we saw noe Germans and were net troeubled with theme. The 2nd Bn on our

left, stretched out in a sarir of ) ironEpdifite’ from Baupte to Coigny. The Jrd
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Bn. picked up the line at Ceigny and carried it teo Francquetet. The 1lst Bn. in
reserve was at Francquetot,‘itaalf, except for "B" Qompany which was placed to
watoh the Vindefontaine bridge. We made contact with the rest of the 82nd Divel
Although the Germans let.uawget in there witheout trouble they immedistely set te
work 4o maks ug wlsersble, ‘They dropped mertare and artillery an the 2nd Ba's
positien aleng the swamp shertly afiter daylight; and kept it up intermittently
all the time that we were there. At noon they ambushed a combat patrel between
the 2nd and 3rd Bns pesition and killed the brave and able Sgt. Lamsen of “g"
Qompanye. That afternoon they drepped & considerable number of artillery shells
“exactly in the 2nd Bn 0 «P. wounding 5 men on the staff, including Col. Timmes, with
one shells Therafter they shelled our OP's and mertared our front lines all the
time we were there. The 2nd and 3rd Bns patrolled the enemy's pesition every
night; and in a few days the strong peints of the hestile OFL were clearly estab=
lished from la Rue de Baux to the Dueve, but penetrating this line was anether
problem, but we were far from being as skillful as the Germans. Finally Lt Berman
succeeded in getting through betwsen Pent Auny and Les SBablons. His patrel werk
centinued with 1ncreaaihé success until 3 Julye.

Meanwhile the lst Battalion recsived the eorder to crees the swamp, and take
Vindefbntaine in conjunctien with an attack by the feat of the Diviai;n south aleng

the Duove farther to the Wests The Germans had blewn up the bridge, but our

r

engineers had put in a fvot bridge 500 yards nerth of the main bridge the night

of 18-19 June. At 2400 that.night, Major Pearson commanding received an artillery

preparation ee goed that everyone who saw it pmaised it; and, at OOl5, they
“'Ilu—.______-—‘ X

started te cross. "A® Qompany leading, get acress the bridge, continued west \\
through the town to it's nathern edge te the crossroads at 264889 which it seized
and prepared to attack. It met ne resistance. %% Gompany fellewed and drove

‘ f

sone Germans before them whe were trying to lay antipersennel minss. They lest

some men from the mines, carﬁprp.rqggqﬂﬂqp:ans_and then halted to re-organize
: N _
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500 yarde east of towne There ensued a shor®, hard fight during which '0'_\\\\
Company leet 21 men and drove the Germans eut in twenty minutes. Major Pearden,
whe had brought “B" Qompany acress the river after “§" Company, new sent "B around
%%'s flank, toek the town and moved south of ite By 0800 the Major was in pesi=
tien on his objectives and proceeded te held them against the German mertar and
skall arms fire. Meanwhile the @ermens attacked "A" Qeumpany, commanded by Lte
Qarr, with morters and tankss Lt. Qarr had a hard time of it; the only help he
could get was fram the artillery. But Lte. Hayden climbed a tree and directed the
artillery se wedl on the tanks that he knecked eut one and held off the others
until Lt. Oarr's position was saveds On the 20th the 508 passed through eur lines
leaving the let Battalien en the front line teo take Germen rifle and mertar fire
until 3 Julye. The Fira?fﬁpt lyszézﬁ_ggn in this eperation. The enemy were the
elements of the 2$§“biviaian (894 and 895 Ragimenta):

On the Qﬁfh of June the Regiment was relieved on the Baupte Peninsula by the
90th Divisien, and 2100 the 2nd and 5rd Bns, being shelled on iho march moved
behind the First Battalion while the Regimentel OP was being moved from Francquetet
to Vindefentaine. There the regiment stayed until 3 July 1944, the 1st Bn catching
mortar and small arﬁa fire constantly while the ether twe battalions were shelled
intermittently. This shell fire was more of & nuisance than a danger, but ene night
e shet killed Lt. Wagner and wounded Major Davis. The less of these twe excellent
officers was & blew to the 5rd Battalion. The German OPL became easier to cress eie
ther because they had thinned it out or because we had learned hew to penetrate it,
or beth; And every night we had ?atrols in enemy territery. They left from any-
place on the divisien front, and ot decper and desper into enemy territery se that
eventually we iearned a lot about the line Foret de liont Castre = la Poterie ridge,
hill 131. It was during tﬁia time that Sgt Colemean of “EM™ Joempany was sent alene

teo reconneiter behind the enemy lines from out lines at Hotet-Oeigny. He crept

aresund the first enemy machine

nﬁgd i?”a_cgrt full of hay to escape a German
o
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patrol. Taking advantage of the fact that the Frenchman driving the cart was
going his way he rode with him across the Pretot=-San Jores road., There he left
the cart and penetrated beyong Ste. Suzanne locating a German CP, and followed
the German OPL from the rear he located several small arms and artillery em-
placements, On his way back he was shot in the leg, but made it over the last
mile to report this information.

On 3 July the First Army launched its attack to clear the Cotentin Penin- I
sula, The 82nd Division was in front of the attack but our regiment was initially
in Division reserve and followed in bounds behind the 325. The 2nd Battalion was
detached and given a sector in the line with an objective at ILa Fauverie, The
2nd Battalion crossed the line of departure at 0800 after a heavy artillery
preparation, and advanced rapidly West., The enemy presented a slight delaying
action and the Battalion reached its objective with 10 camualties at the end of
the afternoon, Next day they remumed their advance and reached Blanchelénda,
suffering from casualties enroute from mortar and artillery fire. They rested at
Blanchelands, but they received the order to turn South and seize the portion of
la Poterie ridge just east of hill 95, At 2200 4 July they set off for this attack,
During the night they succedded in getting "F" Company on the South slope of the
ridge and the rest of the Battalion slightly behind them on the North slope on the
woods, The Germans didn't trouble phis movement and as far as they could tell the
ridge was not occupied. ?he next morning at daylight, they found themselves within
a German bivouac ® t%é immense surprise of the Germans., Both sides seized their
arms without delay and fell on each other in a confised and confusing fight.

WF" Company was a little too far ahead of the rest of the Battalion to have imme=
diate support and they suffered heavily. The rest of the Battalion coming up to
support "F" Company found Germans in every tree and bush, Control was very diffi=-

cult since both sides lay across each other's lines of commumnications., WF! Co.
I |
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fell back slightly, and when the Battalion came up they went into Bn, reserve,
"D" gnd "EM companies drove forward to sweep the woods. This hard fight lasted
all day and our losses were considerable; but at the end of the day we were
masters of the ridge, Colonel Timmes orgenized a defensive position and held 1t.
Nevertheless, for the rest of their stay there the Germans threw mortar and ar=
tillery fire at them actively. On the 7th day of Ju ly they reverted to regiment,
While this was going on Colonel Raff led the rest of the regiment West by
bounds behind the 325, The 325 carried the burden of the fight successfully on
the 3rd of Julys We had no contact with the enemy except that we were constantly
harrassed by artillery in bivouac and on the march, On the 4th day of July the
325 reached the Germans MIR at the east end of la Poterie Ridges They attacked
it, but by the end of the afternoon it was clear that they couldn't teke it, so
the task was given to us, The Colonel designated the 3rd Battalion, now command-
ed by Colonel Maloney, Colonel Maloney reconnoitered the hill from the 325th's
position and using their front as a line of departure he crossed to attack at
2015 after a 1l5=-minute artillery preparation, The hill was wooded and Colonel
Maloney progressed steaduly keeping flank protection out to the edges c;f the
woods until 2245, But then the woods broadensd out so that he couldn't wateh
their edges and he was forced to advance with his flanks blinded, At 2255 he
gtruck the German position. They succeeded in interrupting his communications
and in the dark obscurity of the woods wontrol became inereasingly difficult,
The Germans took advantage of their knowledge of the position to inflict severe
casualties; and Col, aloney's position was too indefinite to allow him to profit
from the sacrifices he was making, So he determined to get out of the woods and
re=establish control, He sent "G" Company, Capt. Schwartzwalder commanding, down
to the south base of the hill with instructions to mérch around and meet the rest

of the Bn in the saddle behind and to the West, With the rest of the Bn, he
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‘came dewn the nerth base ana circled the hill en that side. This deuble
envelepesent was successful., At 0830 6 July 1944, Cel. kaleney met Captain
Schwartzwalder in the ridge aﬁd the Germans withérew, leaving us in pessessien,
Celenel Mzgloney erganized g defensive pesitien and established cenmtact by
patrsl with the secend Bn, There wus a censiderzble zap between the twe Bns,
which the Germans kept full ¢f snipers and riflemen, The j}u Bn. helsg their
pesitiens until we were relieved, suffering all the time from German mertars
and artillery, :

On 7 July Cel. Raff sent the 1lst Bn. up en the ridge between the 3rd and
2nd Bns te fill the gap and pretect the flanks ef the twe Bne: already there,

Th

&

1st . Br started this attack at 1000 and pasged threurh a line ef the 325 which
had spent the night behind and betwmch eur twe Brs already there, ane pushedrup

on the ridge Tlushing a ferce of Germans befere them, Unfertunately, just as this
fight started, Majer Pearsen went ferward te recemmeiter & pesitien fer his Battalien
tegether with Celenel Maleney. The Germans epened fire and weunded beth Bn.
cempanders which added te eur cenfusien, and the lst Bn was ferced inte a stiff
fizht which lasted ﬁntil neen befere they ceuld master their sectien of the ridges
They succeedsd, hewever, and by early alterneen 21l three Bns were en line, with
centact established, facing seuth aleng the ridge, Frem thess heights we had ;ugd
ebservetien ever the valley te the seuth as far zs the heights of Ment Castre, We
established g rerimental C.P. in the teower of the steble of the Bhsten ef Bre-
suebeeuf; and frem thers Lt. Yeung cencentrated the certrel of a1l the Regimental
mortars, That might the three battaliens sent eut a cempany esch te ectablish

an OPL alenz the willey reaé te le Haye du Punivs, Lt. Yeun; cevered this meve-
ment with & heavy mertar cencentration and the CPL was established during the
night witheut enemy eppesitiesn, Thal merming, 8th July, the 8th Divisien passed

threugh eur lines,

But we weren't threugh with the Germars by any means
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on 8th ef July the 90th Divisien advance aleng the heights ef Ment Castre amd
sleng the vglley bettem ériving the Garazns befere them acress and under the

frent ef eur pesitiens. Talt:in;,. atvantage of ‘sur conmanding gzreund, and our

geed observation, Lt Yeung gave them a terrific beating with his mertars all

day leng, firing 1800 reunds in 2 6 heur peried. The Znd Bp mertars under Lt,

Stevens which had & field of ebservatien farther te the West jeined in. The
effect was very great znd zltegether was perhaps the mest satisfactery killing

of Germuns of the campaign. After that dazy the Germans bethered us ne mere with
thair.mnratars, altheugh we still received seme artillery, We held this pesitien
and kept mertaring the Germans until 11 July. The enemy were elements of the 94lst
and 91;31’01 Regimerts of the 353 Divisien, On the 1lth ef July we were relieved and

. turred back te z pesitien between Ste. Marie du Ment and the Beach te await trans—

pertatien back te England, On the 13th ef July we sziled and arrived in England

witheut incident en the lith ef Julys

CONCLUSION

This campaisgn was very interesting frem the peint of view ef clearing up many
ebscure peints of ;.:-aract;ute operatiens, There is a censiderghle feeling threugheut
the Regimert that we jumped teoe heavily loaded, A grezt desl of equimment was
carried at the risk ef breaking legs and at the risk of increasing dispersien by
delaying exits, 'zixceas equirment was discarded seen after the Jjump becsuse it was
tee d@ifficult te carry threugh the swamp er because it was impractical te carry
it while fighting, In spite of this eur surply threugheut the whele campzizn was
so zeed that the less ef this ecuipment was never serisusly felt, ' There is seme
feeling that parachutists sheuld be in fighting cenditien immediately upen hitting
the greund and that S-4 can be trusted te keep him in that cenditien, The principal
thing te carry en a jump, hewever, are weapens and ammunitien; everything else is

secenday and can mere or less be left te supply., The S-4 wzs very zeed threugheut

B sdiins chelts

the campaizn and there was n ;';; ge of wespens, clething, feed,
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or ammunitien., The foed was a preblem enly fer detachments surreunsded by the
enemy for severazl days immediately succeeding the jump, Medical supply ssems te
have been as geed as any ttber;

In sp{ts of the fact that the enemy cevered sur DZ with fire and prevented
twe of eur radar teams frem functiening, Lt, Ames! radar set scems te have
materiglly centributed te the success of eour jump, It fellews that in easier
circumstances that the jump pattern ceunld have been even smaller ape the assembly
hastensd censiderably, The questien ef prefitably using a peried ef timecimme~
diately after the juep i8 ef paremeunt iupertance because it is im that peried that
the characteristic advantzges ef parachute units as an arm are west evident, There
are twe things te netice abeut the use of that time, First, in this jump the surprise
we had gave us 12 heurs of liberty befere the Germans were zble te erganize an
effective bleck te eur maneuver, This time interval, hewever, depends upon the
gize of the eperatien invelved, but the prepertien ef time that surprise is sttained
and the scepe of ebjectives seught prebsbly remsins the same regerdless of the size
of the eperatien, Secend, it is well werth while sacrificing a prepertien ef the
freedem zained by eur surprise in erder te assemble and erganize rather tham try
and prefit frem the last bit ef surprise gained., Thus Cel. Timmes' first attack
en Amfreville was repulsed becsuse by attempting te expleit surprise with all the
viger pessible, he attacked with 50 men twe er three heurs after the jump,
§imilarly Captain Oreek's attack en the Chef cu Fent bridgze succeeded only after
he had abandened the vigereus attempt te cress the river and spent seme time
erganizing his ferce, The impertance eof expleiting surprise was se stressed that
many excellent men got on or near their ebjectives within a few hours after the
jump and stayed there at great cest te themselves and with very little incenverience
e the enemy. Thus we lest Cel. Willett and in the same way Cel, Timmes got inte

& dangereus and difficult situatien, This spirit ef executing prders regardless

ol censequence is very valusble and must be enceuraged but it sheuld be made
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clear thst ths.aricr.t- assemble takes prierity, net enly in time, but in
impertance., It seems prebable that at least a quarter ef time zained by sur-
prise would net be wasted if nsthin; were dene but assemble and erganize,

The ebstacles effered by the Merderet to eur assembly was very serieus. It
ceuld have been aveided with a little better flying, but a jump field sheuld be
chosen with an eye te geegraphical and geelegical umity, and an aseembly area ’
should be placed at intersectiens, of several lines ef matural drift, such as &
read center, very much like an aid statien, The cever of darkmess ne deubt
contributed te ewr surprise &nd saved the lives of many individuals, but it alss
interferred with eup assemkbly. It is pessible that the dieadvantazes ef darknmess
could be sliminated and its advantazes retained if we jumped in éaylight ab a
greater distance frem the enemy. An artillery pesgitien wight preve an interesting
and prefitsble and at the same time jump field,

By ané large the trainiag ef seldiers was very goed, It is agreed that frem
the first‘they déid what was expected of them anéd mere, The cenfiisiens and f lures
of the fi;st few days were merely the result of efficers whe had @ifficully under-
standing their jebs and net results of any failures en the part ef the men, in
officer, undetermined what te de, weuld eften hide his cenfusien by geing eut te
fight, bravely and well, but ret fellewing seund tactiesl principles, Thus the
technigue ef attacking a hedgerew wac censidered such a éifficult preblem that a
specigl study was made ef it, which resulted in finding that the kest methed of
attacking hedgerews is exactly accerding te the principles ef tactics as laid eut
in M 7-5 and taught in eur Service Scheels, that is te pin the enemy dewn with 2
base of fire and aypreach up a ceversd reute ( a hedzerew perpendicular te the
enemy!s pesitien) with & maneuver element te assault him frem the flank, It is

;ossiéle, then, that mere attentien te the military educatien ef the efficers even

at the empense of the seldier mirht be useful. This situatien cerrected itselfﬂlV



After we had succeeded in assembling and reerganizing we feund that the
principal preblem that we had was hew te drive Germans eut of hedgerews.

This preblem was se universal in Nermandy that the dispesitien ef greund ferms,
Ater a menth of fighting the Regziment scems to have settled en the fellewing
principals. First, that velume eof fire is ef utmest impertance and that the
most effective fire is high trajectery fire. All calibres of this fire are
useful and as the range iecreapes the calibres should alse decrease. Thus as
the assault party appreached the enemy positiona‘it passes fres 8lmm. mertars

te 60rm, mertars, then te the rifle grenade amd te the hand grenade as the last
step, By ceerdinating these weapens it is impessible te maintain the superierity
ef you base of fire, In this regard eur weakest link was the rifle gremade eof
which we didn't have eneugh, The lizht mertar sheuld at least ke ane and preb-
ably twe hedgerews behind the flst trajectery weapens of the base of fire, Heavy
mortars sheuld be behind the light; while the rifles apd hand frenades accempany
the assault ferce,

Vevement is canalized aleng the hedgzerews which effer z geed deal of cever
and 50% cenceslment, The critical peints are the hedgerews which effer cerners
where the Germans have been accustemed te place their weapens., Once a hedgerew
cerner is taken it is always pessible te lay a sufficiemtly dangereus enfilade fire
te €rive eut the treeps frem the cerner, The bazeeka is the mest useful weapen
that the aseault ferce has in neutralizing a hedgerew corner, Il is a very use-
ful effensive weapen in additien te its value in the defense against tanks. The
assanlt sheuld be delivered at the flank er preferably beth flanks ef the enemy
if yeur strength permits, Seme officers thirk that when the enemy's hedgerew iQ
reached the sssault ferce sheuld meve dewn the frent ef it, drepping hamd gren-
ades en the enemy en the other side, Usually, hewever, when the fightins gete that

clese the enemy leaves presenting an excellent target fer small arms fire, Te

prefit by it yeu have te be en Iil ii|i i iie hedgerew, which seems te be



the best plan, The IMG is & useful weapsn te carry en an assault; but due

te its weight the BAR and the TSMG are usuzlly preferred and the IUG is
relerated te the mass ef fire.. The M-l rifle is useful te hunt smipers and
for clese cembat. The limits of cbservatien imp;seé by the hedgerews prevents
lthe expleitation of its range,

Finally altheuzh seme eafficers receumend that when 2 hedgerew is taken it
sheuld ismediately be prepared for defense, mest agree that the attacking ferce
gchould immediately push en and drive the enemy eut sf the next ene ferward,

That szems te be the best answer altheugh strength and -circumstances will dictate,
and if it is pessible te push en it is necessary te erganize a newly captured
hedrerew for defense, Officers are agreed that the tank is a pewerful and petent
suprert weapen. At Le Motey they were the cecisive facter in the capture ef the
town in spite of the heveism of the Infantry whe were in there izhting leng
before they arrived, On the first day at La Berneville they were & pewerful
agsistance in eur success, On the secend day at Le Bemneville, they preved they
were helpless witheut Infantry. Tanks are a first-rate Infantry suppert weapeng
The tanks ave slwsys anxieus te help the infantry but it is difficult fer an
infantry efficer whe usually knews msre abeut the situatien than s tank men te
explain te him what needs te be dene. A methed of talkimg threugh the tanks
armer teo the efficer inside weuld bring a help,

The Germans taught us that snipers and patrels have 2 geed deal were
frecdem of actien than is zererally believed in eur Army.

The value ef keeping up an effensive and pregressive spirit is se zreat
that' en the whele it is better te expese your flank in the attack that wait em
semeene te cever it, In erder net te interfere with the ferward mevement it
mizht be a zeed idea te relieve the umit cemmander eof the respensibility ef

flank pretectien, by placing it in the hands ¢f the next higher cemmander,

. £ i
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at times, because it's flarke weren't cevered by ether units, net on the whele,
hewever, our sister regiments ceuld be dependent upen te come te our ass
gust as fast as pessible. A disregard of yeur flanks undeubtedly increases yeur
casualties, but equally increazses your chances ef success,
Ceeperatien between the Infantry and the Artillery is inadequetely taught
in treining and this Regziaent suffered heavily frem it and se did ether umits,
Bvery Infantpy Officer sheuld be able te adjust artillery fire like any artillery

Terward ebserver,
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