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L \ 

>C?t1l r;r, CI U ~ C .  I.rf';.ntry t a c k  oil ;rc.. 5:rkestsn ,,et_ltfi : r;~. filbec:: 

c;.;:st . ..1 ..dc;cb!n.r,.; ;:iei.i u s  :.ll t h e  pj-2.j- t e  the nz. 3everc.i Qfz icors  i gc; pen ::iere 

by flnk i r ,  tne :  pli;.nes on< e~ne ;-lr..n? liic s shot  <o,a;n, f cr.tun.-.te,lp .f tt.r ,::t;s.i, 

cf tilt trrcri~s vere  out  ijf it. y j - ; ~  p&$t m ; , - ~  f':,ir ;,,nC c l e a r y  tile ,,is(:. ;.b<:,ut 12 

. .  . r j l i les . .m hour.  - i i t h  the e]:ccL;ticn of t , ; ;~  ale.:::ents, c?ne of ,:ihich Ju:;,e:, :.,.I; 

.,ur;, b ! l ~ i  c.ne tf Czrentc.!r,, tile c ispers ien ;:;,e cxcelient,  : ,it!.c:u;;rl it 1 s 

c r l t e r  7;;: z sc .. .:ci:;ii::.t 5 ~ f '  tilt 32. Ju.:1:;;in,; cc. r.,.3ncsd 2.t fi>.3;3 ;rr:< eni:;.e:.:. :!.t C312, 

Jx :,, c ,  cu.:;l.>ies ix rc  i r , s i . . ; r i~ ' i c  .:~nt. 

T!.'e .. .?-ii* .,.,: --i.i.~n-t r';yL_:,s preccedeci. by '. jleur by it' three fin,' r-;'.;.? i;e:._r:s .. 
L:rf'crti~n..teic. it -i;urr,C. c;u.c tn:.t t i l e  K;Z w:!s occu;,ief. .:,,r!r, c~ve rec ;  by f i r e  k:' tila 

- - 
:; 11s so t h l , t  fpr::: ::-,~:~~e~t a; ~~ .n : , i qx  the- -  a hz.!.. t :  fi ; h t  f :.r t h c l r  E v e s ,  

2r1 til:.'i, . cccuct i le i th-r  ci. Josei.jh Ear. CtZrir;.n ;1 tile 1 s t  :I: c.. 'jp::. :r?s resJeci-jvcij 

?1.1srtj : %lc tt, c-..-:-crpte tpieir r>(;.,::xb <.;..chlfies. ~ ? ~ r t ~ l e ~ r - . ; > ~ ~ ,  Lk. 1 Ic3,-:ill {:!f' 4- - *> U L L * ~  ,.,nL. -31; 

bral:e boi;i;-i le,;s cfi  j u j .  -A- . ~ri!:, i i i ~  P ~ C O ~ ~ G ,  I,$. i '~ .es ,  r;... ep1-y ;.hie i;c. ::sse..;bPe 

tnree I- .el:. ,.L~,.. n, th&: i-le-lv;ever v1:: S the r; L..;:.r s e t  ,..fir.. i t  ' s ~,~3er ; , tor ,  3::L 3uf T, 

I n  s:.i-le r P the Ger:,.: .n f i r e  'j,i,$stlin,, :,..rour:i. the:- ,L, they succec;i:ac. i c  settin, tills 

s e t  L;:, dt 6220 :.111; 0; ~3r:..teci it ~ i l t i l  03Ub. ..f ter t h c t  ..',f;.es f i-,lfec.. ujl ni:: se-t ::,,LC. 

succe szi'u:ily td .-:nt h . i s  sncn ~ ; ? . c K  t e  ;:el. C~tber; '  E i > s s i t i s n  ::hich he re; che!~ E bcut 



nLhc.u.;ii tila jw:.:. I.-tterr. vri s f ~ i r l y  cr.~;;:-ct it cent-re?. u n  beti.1 siCes 

ef the herders t  ?.iver, t i e  t c t z l  area w ~ s  l u g *  l in~ ~.Cveritures sf sd.l ~ r e u i > s  

reJ;bin. - the re~i::er_t d :$re zxch mil n x e r ~ u s  t~ t e l l  here, i':e>:vever, Cclenel 

1 i L l e t t l  s s te ry  ceserves b:i.r.e %ir% ~ . f  rece,=riticr;. Celsr.el I l l l e t t  Jur;:ec, on - .  

Q. .. . . 
the 32 Ln, tssef;'cle@ LQ r!en irer:. "ZrT G~r:.~~.ny, l e c  by cE;,,tain Tail*. . . l th  t h i s  

I___ 

tile reyi%ent..;l co:ri:.:i.nc'sr s e e i x  t n ~ t  he was sust?ininl i  c i - s u d t i e s  cn2 .? :kir i .~a ' 

prodress xiti,-rirevr t o  L. i:usitien siuther.st af' Les Lzuces, ?ihich ne sr-;r.nizea f o r '  

r-efense. The Gerrms ctte~:~:.tei  t c  kaveiwi: i ~ i s  p s i t i a n  th;.t n i ~ h t ,  but excellerA 

f i r e  c isc ip l ine  ~ i z s  z-cir.t;inef, and the Germans rer,i,in%i i n  ipnorrnce ef t i is ex i~ct  

~ e s i t i e n .  The next d;y ke s e t  u i  2, r e d  biec:; ;rL& (;cjbusfiei -, ccr,voy of seven 

trucks. 'i'tlzt r i j h t  the &r;~cns ; . z ~ i n  ctt;c!ceri ?.i th ' ;  recerarissmce ferce  but 

s t i l l  i;itiizut success. I..e;;ir;biit, Cclensl i i l l e t t  ::ot i n  tcuck k i t h  the  Divisiur. 

CC:~G;~~.IIL. :I,<.. t l s c  i.5.ti~ :i;;:t:irJ ' i ' i ~ l ~ r ,  :.:ho brou;ht iii Z j G  ;-en. Cz>ttin Tsjrlar h.iC 

tr7i:en the  t m m  ci' E'resviile c.n the ?r;:,y scutil, butcilerin; rr.;.ny Gerzcns. Cslenei 

s o  th::.t by the everin; ef 3 'lus three he ui: s ?.t the i:ezfi of L f ~ r r c e  of 4.25 I-.e:i. 

Thst even in^ hs reccivei  2: crc~er  f r cn  Eivisian t e  f a i l  bpck tb Calenel Ti_-.esr 

1,csitien. 

iesrii~'hiic, Gelonzls i. rlaney r ~ n i ~  i s t b e r -  L~ hiL; : ~ s e ~ F ; l c t ;  i fc rce  i.f ; b a t  150 

r.cL :t 3055CO sm.. jcir.eL8. &nor:L G;ivin ;,.t Force '11," 3esC:u;irters it GL3O. T h i s  

- .  ~. . .  force cavsrec ; u c e r  l ; . . r i~ in;  I n  c.cl~<; sc iic; ;. brush u;itl; the  Gem;.ns :iiiiile 

t q i r y ;  ti. sccure e ~ u i ~ ~ . e n t  f r c , : z h e  -,lic:ers. Se.:e ci' the e-uir~zient r:~s l e f t  i n  

t h e  11-n%s of tile e n e r j  :.fter the Force kr.6 s u i f e r e i  c:zu-.lties. %nsr:d G:ivifi 

arLore:.. our rsgii-.snt e ~ s t  t c  tr;e r;.ilraac e;iibiment ir:. scutn i leru tile ri.ik:zci 

t s  the  i .aint ,.[;ere the rerii ti L;;. Fiere crcsses tile r:.ilr.:c.d. Eere the  ::r3i;; 

h ~ l t e c  aci  rear-xnizei.. This ;;rch ~ , . . s  nr:.e i n  giaG e r t e r  -nc. r,a losses  Wre 



rjcouts Srou h t  bacir n -_t t!le brii.;e ovcr t he  ?.er2er 

D? enery f i r e ,  so Gcnsrr.1 r_;;vin-orfore6 Ccloncl :Talo?e:r t o  me!:= 2. ?:xihe 

encircli .?:  rcvc?!ent -ioa!r t h e  r iver .  To crozs near o r  c t  Chef flLu Font i n  orZer 

t o  ~l . ivr :  the  =?ne!:;r fro!: t h e  Lz Piere  brid2e. Colmel  1';loney s e t  cub on this 

' s i cn  7)rit.h r?bcut 150 yen. Sh; r t l y  a f t e r n a r i s  ..vorri ,ens receivcd t,hat t he  

' c ~ t  br ie-e  virs c l e a r  of the  eneny, so t h e  & n e r d ,  takinl: l!rith him 

Cclonel Cstber-; :a; ~~b-b;ut 75 nen, s e t  31- it h:r t he  sho r t e s t  :~oss ib l e  rou te  

"---n t he  r ~ i l r o a ~ 2 .  C c . ~ t a i c  'jic!terson w&s l e f t  i r  corlranc: of t he  r e ~ a i ~ c 1 t . r  of 

hi;,h ::rouDi rbove Lz Fie re  -:I: t h  the  !-ission o i  holcin-: t h i s  bri.'l::e 75th 2 

bnt tn l ion  of 505, u n t i l  mch a t i n e  2.s the  :~over?ent via  Shef i u  r c n t  succeec!.ec'. 

r t ~ r : -  -1ers w-re c !;in, i n  ;11 t,he t i n e ;  so  t ,hat  a t  C'qCC .;;hen Soionel Ckther- - I  C. . .  

l e f t  f o r  Chef 1.u iZ.0nt C:;;tsin Fickerson ha(< 6 t h  hi]? al?out 3fiG ren. 

:olonel Pcther; recchcc. Zhef <u ! ont before Cdone l  I-alone:, hs~ri'l: t ~ k e n  

uch shor te r  route. Findins t he  &mans i n  possession of t he  t o m  he prompt' . 

.re then  out  r ~ n .  ontv the  brid.;c?. ?,ehir.c: the bric'ze !erg ha< sore covcr 

kut behind t h a t  he ?:.IS e ~ ~ o s e c .  t o  cur f i r e  on the  crusewry over t he  s'!~?~p, and 

bein; 2.frcici tr r u L t h e  open caamew?y he t u r ~ e d  t o  hc lc  the S r i i ze .  The er?eEy 

f'crce L& estinatec'i t o  1:e i rqir-force& >latoon, Cclonel Cstber: rieployed i.is 

nen, c;:e"er'. :ire on t h e  er.er.;r, i i i l l e t  t he  ones i r  i'oxhcles cr! t h e  near ? ice  of 

t he  b r i i ; e ,  a n  then  hocn2~ t h a t  t he  ane.T on the  f r r  s i i e  of the  bric'::e r a s  

wcs s t i l l  :h le  t o  ccver t h e  ci)usexz.; t he  51-iZ:e v i t h  fi .re.  Bein.: unzble t o  

. . 
f i r e  on these n.ec c.irectiz,  Calcnel 0stb~:r;; . : i l lantly s teype i  ou t  on t h e  brid:' 

tc: t; but : burst  of nzclune ;,un i ' ise h i t  hi,: i r  t h e  chest ,  c'epri-rln; th '  

ir.lcl>.t of ft.is sei-vices f c r  thc rerciri.:r of  t h e  ca ~.i . :n.  

C ~ l o n e l  E::lcneg cr: ivei  :bcot t h i s  t i n e  ;n$~ he tco  t r ie~: .  t o  rush  t h e  b p i . ,  

hout mccess,  Colonel i.':~lor.cy then &!:pointel! Ccytsin Crcek t o  cor-nccci t he  

rcrt of t h e  5C7th c t  t he  Chef Cu ? o p t  b r i i l : ~  
... ~ 

._C_- 





. 1 '  batLer  c r  , . :ciz?t iol i ,  ; t <..~!yii~l ' , t  ~:it .!?r.revr t o  : ; ; , i n t  1x2. r tile .s>.:.;?.p, . .. . 

+sitic.r:  :In.. sent lii,% .r-r<s e a a t  cf ti-:e t i r~-~n,  rear:;r.izci, t ~ < . ! c  u;j : Lsi:';noive : c  

Lt. >ex?; i : i t h  :, rci?l':.rcec. s;ucc: t., rec.: n r r i t c r  t t ,e  La B i k l ~ . ~  bri;(;c.  5t. L?:vy 

fci:riii t h e  e r s t  el;c ,,f tfLt tiri..,;e iirreccu-iei,  seize:. it, ;ni. re,e.rte?. thhc s i tu : r t ie r ,  

tc Col:.:r.cl Erl?.es. ..iti- ?iis ~ ~ . ~ : r i e s  h i s  c i .  ::~cr.ici;tions t a  tho  r e 3  t!llis 

:ilev;_;:tet:, ;:nr. expectec. :.i:.e.-.tir.ilzr tixt t h e  rest cf the  re~,i. .erk :rculi cr . iss  t o  

j 1 ,  Calor.al Ti.:;es s c t  r b p t  1 ; r e l : r r i n ~  t.r:rther -.crc: ci . reful  2n:. . a r e  th6rcu:;'r 

rtt,,,c!: r-c ..!:frcville, i;hicil iL rst  :;;ter-i;.lize i : ie  t o  t h e  c~r:cc;::tr;tl~r ? <  cur  @!r, 

-. . 
: r t i ; l e r y  f :..Air;, t,hsre. hen i11-st CLl i . r . i ;  :-~i;r.eg all ther. C c l c c e i  Cztber; l c f t  

. . - .  . LC. T i e r e  icr Chef iu ,oriL, CLGL~J.!: glcxzrscfi  :;;:i. ;lit the  r e s t  oi t h e  re-,i..:;ct ir. 
.~.  . 

. , i , r . ~ .  A, , i  l~l,r, - :,t 2:. Y i e r t  'Lc ;oitr.i. t!l- cr.;sciny ;.,ri 3.ct z.3 rese~.Ve ~ Z I .  tile  ti;. 

.T,;. ...er.& the:: ;.;a::; 11 !:,o<;, c.; e n z q  i n  5c .e  i;.-usos a< -crti:ic;LiLr. :t ti-!,: t . . ~ t  er~,:. 

. , , - . . .  . iii; trit e .  Y!?eee Z 5 r . i .  . 2 c l e r t  .I- c i -  t h e  :.,,;i'~:~c:les 

3 . .  , ,  . p-' 
I .- -, I.'-' . ~ e . Z.~.rt:~,,:;r~ < . r e ,  :~-L t k e  e;c-:*i-:se . :. ,* .. .. . . . c: :-A: i t i e s ,  :.a C ~ E L . V S P O L  

. . , i--. .dl: ?';: ;:t" I.et;c ir.e,.. t. :j.;iit i t  \ u t .  ~ u r  : .~t; .c ' , :  1: s t z : ~  ~ii V L T F ~ ~ : ~  

: i t  t h e  : :t~rr..;c:r~ :.ith,.ut ;. i r i r .5  t.ny ;riui?:.. J:~:-,:c:vsr,  it?: ::-I : y . = t r i ' ~ i ,  CL <?I-. 

!:,ct;i 5 C . e ~  hy lL;i:. t l l $ - r  ilr;. er:~,u,;il. Th; b , l ;  r c e  ir;' t h e  surI-sr;c.ereL. C:.j.t: i!: 

L A , ,  . . 
~ ~ ~ ; r ; c r . > : ! : : . ~ l c ~ r ,  ,,rle her,:. s? "2" C c  ;i:.:?.y, cr.;isec 1.: .t..i:t-i;i, LC:-. fcr; !er. 2. 

:;j,'2iC tl, thi: -.,e8t . . i t h  :A.  1 , e ~ y I s  ;:;~'t,r;l ; : .c<~ :-G 2er~ L: i?iz 0-81~;. 

1.i C O Z I I E : ~  t n r t  eve;_:,r.r-f 5 ec. 1 7 i . i i  i?cb :I.!. I;?~c;::Ics~?I tbz i ix  hill* tht  . c r ' r in ;  ::LC. 

..- i-i; ... , . e t ,  ; , 1 .  j .  r ,  ; 1 :  t t 1 : -  ~ V r  *, 

, .  ~ 

, : I . .  2 . -  L ci-.cerltr:  t e  te c.el.iver t h e  r:ti:ci: i::; . , : frevil le  r n i  , j ive the:. :#, ;ei 

-,-,,-e s-i-i<,l,s bc,;,tin:,, T~,G Gen; f i s  i i ; ~  b 1 t sti..iice &r: e.Lr;'ective b1r:rr 

-, . - f r .  i t .  . itur 1; t!.ur:. z.ftcr the jw..~. S a t  ? ~ s t  ;-l; 

. ,  * - . t-iE ~ 1 . ~ ~ 1 ~ : i  -i-L,:-L~.i.ur~ ~ c : ~ i p - .  , i!e ;i t h t  Fj.e u i , sc ts  sc ct. .-x:c? ir! :.,:.r ti.c.t, -;~:-ivei 

, . 
. . , . ccvnr.e,. 2.z-,,c~:i11e , . , i t  , : - 3  , , - , . 1:: 2' . %' , A-. 

. " e~ ; % c t i ~ ~ ~ i g  th.;; i C r t e c <  , f t!:i:;- .; fr5vi;ie ,.,ltb. ..TL c.. i+:.:-:~ i 1 i  t i ~ r ' t e  ii. urs ,  



. . .= , , c  kt:. ::.l-s-.l.<, it re u i r e <  i;-.K. :.i-~isii:~s : h l r . s t  :~ vice;; t t;:':e it. h e r  . - 

- .  
;i_ 5 s.,. e c : : ,  (.eli;i i t - .  t i le  .:;xch o r i e r  a& 1.:: ih: ...; : i~~ llc:~..e<. "G1l ,C<,::~-c~r:. J 

sur-ir .', .. " -. hii- b i - e  i? i tem. . l ,  t h e  Ge?,.:ns i~ r r ' iv~- i .  i??- iilt. n e s t  er~i. cl t l t e  bli..l.e, 

- .  ,,,sheri :<t F1-ux, r n ~ .  rccupia!.. it, Cl.?vz C:.;i;ix S c l i : . ~ r t z . ~ . . l c e r  ~ u t  i!i i h ~ s  l x i * '  

t e  ( .  i;: t l l c ;  u ~ e  i f  t h4  br i l r .e .  Lt. Levd: ~;:~.iti; ;,.-trsl frcr-. 1';:" 

Ct,: i;~r!y ncr , :.c .L$ t h e  br<~..;ef:e; r'. rArL:,. csv5rec.. C: ;g>td:q  Scl-IT;[ rt~~~.::lL<3r #:!I&:. .;;itki:-rew 

- A  .. t~ Coi. i s  s i t i c ~ i  1CrJG. g:.~r:~s u;; t1:a y . .  . ,avy re. u c s t e i  ilel., 5.11 ; U  

c l r s c t i ; r s ,  i;;lt --?,= :!g; s i! di-icc;:iry. I<; i l - 1  n -uccecc-. - - i u i l r ,  hei;ever, ur : t l i  

e i s  b e ,  t i ,  . 2 .  e l  ' I s .  Tl;ei:, n i t  hr,.viq: ensu,;:. r:cc ir 

A ,  ~ n , t  i i r e c t i i ~ i  2 s  . , . e l l  :.,s ir. t:le e t h e r s  ; s t .  seein,,  r.c. si;r,s cf .help ca , i . " .  , t i  !~IL 9 

. .: 
' 1 .  ~ ; . . ~ i : i t .  ..::tc;;cs .;>..e 'j;: "--- ‘~ 1 .  . cr: ti.e 

- ,,t .. ,t *!... f +,:lo i - - 4  -9 ip. tf:e . .cr;-,i;-!-. , ?,ut i;. :.,t .' Le~.r:.rT s 2.ct.i: L: :;'tk.i?. . 7::~s ~;:~iflek~ I.,__ . I - 

i t  L C ,  e s  t . ?,car-se c 1  . - b r i :  e h;s- ~- ;-riLec. t i . .  i<.r tl?c .-. 

r-2 1 ' 2 ~ s  tk .2  ;.i:~~ie c.cJ.,eet cf if1.e st iu-t ic11 c h c ~ ~ e c .  .,r~. t11e ;cr?:ris ? t.t,.e u s  i-e:..l- 

i it i t ;  1 r u t  u r s  I : .  t i e r  kil i i e : .  L.: c ~ u ~ t i ; . . ,  

t h e  Lri. .-e ; . i t e ~ -  C L l t ~ i r l  3ci-,.g,rr.tziil:iier v;;.szbii-!. C C ~ C .  Ccicnel  Ti '  . es, ;r: z-ill;  tr1.7 

key i~2, : r t r i - ice  cf' tiyb trj.. -:e, :'or,;ct h i s  : t t u c k  ;:r .c-;'rcviUe a;,,. i:raji;rc:. 1. . .. . 1 - -  ... 4 

; . . ;.i , i t  .:tt;,ci: ci; f-1:~. ) i t h  C: .;A. t ; i n  ; c i n . i r t z ~ , ; ~ . : z r ' s  i'eini'.;rcs- . iT , t s ,  !>is ,l-:~?l~ 

!.'L ~,.,,~.,.> - ~. . 
. , 7 e n .  The enc-.;' f i r e  02 C~i- .z? in  I ) ~ C K Z T G ~ . ~ I ~ S  ! i ~ s i t i ~ n  

cjl:n: e ~ Tir:* :r:. . 'J:$K;, i ~ - 2 s i . ; ~ i ~ i c : . l - ~ ~  t c  kmeir!.; k.~rr;...:sir,,;; t!!efi c.:.J:;ErcL~s ;D?~ 

fizi.ili; exkre,;.ely e;fective. ; / i t i ,  Cakfiz_ i":ieney ir-1 c o ; r r r r l  oi t he  iG7t11, v,:.s 

I ,rbLLre<. .- - LL. r e l i e v e  ; b:ftE:j.c;r, c f  t i i t  565 s .%ti; i;:' t l ~ e  P>:J,. l - k 1 ~ l " ~ k ~ i r . ;  \$E. t i~ie 

: ,  r T r . i v i . ~  :t t h e  :.-si.nec. o s i t i c r ,  a t  ZLiiO. The Ger:-cri f i r e  t;rilici! i j , . ~ .  bee?. ., 

hot n:r.tn i.f tli-; rots.<., -her: vie Lef t  il;lc Lri:';il ; :otter c~~rir:: cu r  rlr.rch y : - i  cii ciir 

.-. ,, . t e c  b l ~ s t s  of  ever;; u:e::ioll t h e  



- .  
(;er i3s ti:. ; v+ i l , :S le ,  b r i e r  t h i s  :ire :it crc; I.,:; i : : tc ;:t..sitiari c;n the  .hci !its 

cvt;r-1:ol:ir; t l lc j.er?.aret LU; i n .  i t h  i r lsdl . . iciar . t  -$;e:.;;.rs t c  rz;,ly e f f e c t -  

i v e i y  ;;c i ::e,ictely r-.>lie.. .it!! -..h;:t :s:ckir.e ,ucs -b.~e [.;.!., I I , - ~ ~ ~ I ~ ~  f c r  tlz kcst .  

riet-,;;;en 2li;G Frl!. !.,206 t i i ree i:iecas f' r;nr uivisicl-: c r t i i i e r y  cl:ens< u? GT: tile .. 

r ,  1 t ' .  . pit e~ i ' ec t iv . ;n~as r : f "cur  ; r t i l l e q r  sc-sr.ec. t o  el:- 

c  ;  u s  cr i :  t i izn it . .  i s c  ... u r r  -,?<. t he  Geril~ms. '&e Gar?.; ns ~:~:.tlt.~:;e~: tc ki-:> :--- ar' 
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ara!roneckets fo l lo? i ine  i n  needed. :le had an hour t o  propare ourselves f o r  this 

an& then t h e  525 appeared and passed through t o  t h e  a c c o 3 ~ a n i n e n t  of  t h e  loudest  

and heav i e s t  Azbrican f i r e  ne have y e t  heard. 'lie f i r e d  o f f  everything I-re had 

ourselves,  and gyided t he  325 up t o  t h e  br idge '::here we l e f t  t hen  with t h e  problem 

of c ross ing  with our s i n c e r e s t  b e s t  vrishes. The Germans, r e a l i z i n g  1ht was 

happening, opened up too,  vrith small ams f i r e  t h a t  covered t h e  causelvay from end 

t o  end f o r  15c0 yards wtth heavy f i r e .  There was no aovsr \??atsoever on t he  cause- 

way, and if l i f e  wasn't ab so lu t e ly  i npos s ib l e  it sesned very di?" icul t  t o  maintain 

ou t  there .  Gur a r t i l l e r y  stopped, and t h e  Germn a r t i l l e r y  d i f l h ' t  bezin.  The 325 

loskeci du'~ious1y on t h i s  minatory scene t h a t  :ms soon t o  become appal l ing,  and 

f l uc tua t i ng .  Qeneral  Ckvin stepped ou t  onto t h e  road and ca l l ed  on t h e  507 t o  

she-I t h e  way, and 3ap t a in  Rae, b r i n r i n g  :?is coypny  with h ix ,  s t a r t e d  t o  cross. 

See ing  ti:is, t l ~ e  325 s t a r t e d  t o  c ross  a lso .  ao lone l  i:aloney exposed himself' without 

thought a t  t h e  head of t h e  bridge,  h i s  f a c e  covered v i t h  blood f ro?  a .(round he  had 

received,  and l e d  t he  men onto t h e  br idge 75th  exhor ta t ions  and t h r e a t s  and savr 

t o  it t h a t  Oaptain Rae's conpany was follovred. The a t t a c k  v18.s canal ized by t h e  

causeway over W!?ich t h e  a t t a c k  proceeded i n  two fi les,  and on az-ount of  t h e  f i e l d  

of a c t i o n  (over ?GO ya rds )  our concentra t ion i n  it, and our complete exposure t o  

enezy f i r e ,  t h e r e  ensued one of t h e  most e x c i t i n g  ahd bloody scenes of' t h e  o w -  

paign. The ha i l  of b u l l e t s  had a cmrtain delaying e f f e c t  s o  t h a t  t he  oolumn aoved 

corzparativel:. slow bn s p i t e  of  t h e  e f f o r t s  of the  more courageous %%o r a n  up and 

down t h e  mi,'dle oT t h e  road urging men on. Ken were h i t  r i @ t  and l e f t  and e i t h e r  

f e l l  over i n  t h e  road or i n  tho  s \ m p .  If they could zove X ~ e y  moved bac!r even 

more s l o 3 ~ l y  arid pa in fu l l y  towards t h e  American e a s t  bank. By t l ~ e  t ime t he  head of 

t h e  column reached Flaux two f i l e s  of  a t t a c k  were doubled by two e : p a l l y  s t r ong  

colu!ns of b leeding men a o v i n ~  t o  t h - r ea r  vihich e v e  t h e  novezent a pecu l ia r  

e s ca l a to ry  aspect .  I n  s p i t e  of  t h i s  f i r e  and our losses ,  ,;:e maintained our forv&rd 



movesent, parachut i s t s  and g l i de r s  together ,  broke i n t o  t o m  and drove t h e  

Germans out. There h e a r t s  were gladdened by t h e  s i g h t  of t h e  Gerrnan corpses 

t h i cke r  than ours;  and s o  encouraged our foroes pushed on behind t h e s  x i thout  

de lay  a s  far west as the  tovm 09 Le I.:otey, j u s t  outs ide  of Anfrev i l l e .  Efean%kile, 

t h e  Geraan a r t i l l e r y  a long t h e  Flaux-Leilotey and on t h e  bridge. This  a r t i l l e r y  

was v io l en t  and a f f ec t i ve ,  an3 s ince  we nere following t h e  Germans dxrn t h e  road 

t h e  r e s u l t s  were renumerative f o r  t he  Germans, it vrss the  t h i c k e s t  f i e l d  of 

corpses of the  campaign. 

I n  Le :iotey r?e nere stopped by a v o l l e : ~  of our own a r t i l l e r g  f i r e .  The 323 

wanted t o  hold t h e  tovm; t h e  parachut i s t s  havinz ad plenty of time dur ing t h e  

l a s t  four  days t o  ~ e d i t a t e  t h e  f o l l y  of not covering t h e  bridge,  wanted t o  t.&e 

up a  defensive pos i t ion  ol t h e  c r e s t  ?rest of V?e br idge and p ro t ec t  t h e  b r i d ~ e -  

head. So V?e ?arachu.t ists  under L t s .  :!isnor and $skridce l e f t  t h e  325 personnel 

i n  tTTe t o m  and s e t  up a l i n e  on t he  high ground covering t h e  bridge. Oapt. Rae 

then r s ro r t ed  our ? o s i t i o n  t o  General Gavin, -ho s h o r t l y  re l ieved  us, and assigned 

us a s  reserve  for  t'ne 325 men :iho were nade responsible  f o r  t'ne defense of t h e  

bridgehead. Lt. Ardsiejewski l ed  a -patrol %hick contacted :olonel Ti!~mes ,+!ithout 

any t rouble .  hlean?rhile Oaptain Cre.zk's and Brskoneclce's cogpanies of our r e g i ~ e n t  

were a l e r t n d  t o  follovr Rae's coGpany over t h e  bridge i f  t3ey were needed. ;ken it 

was found t ' lat  they  weren't they were l e f t  i n  t h e i r  posi t ion t o  hold t h e  br idge 

i n  case  of a  reverse,  and t o  a c t  as a reserve. Theg stayed t h e r e  all  day under a 

heavy Gerrnan s h e l l i n g  *OD uhich they suffered.  

Gaptain Rae's company res ted  from 1500 t o  1320 wiien t he  Germans a t tacked  the  

325. The reginent  had had such a  c l e a r  l esson  i n  value of our cooperation i n  t'ne 

mor . in& t h a t  they i n s i s t e d  t h a t  we cooperate s i n i l z r l $  with their! i n  t h e  zi'ternoon 

and do it a i t h o u t  delay,  This sre cheer fu l ly  did,  bu t  -;!hen we got up on. t'ne heights  

ve s t  of t h e  bridge ;?e found t h a t  t h e  395 haa" been dr iven out  of Le ;:otey, but  was 

3, ?indin.- notking t o  do, we wished the% 



t l ~ e  b e s t  of luck, and got  i n t o  some d i t c h e s  ::here vie spen t  a n  hout  while t h e  

@err?ans pounded u s  b!it'n so=% more heavj mortar f i r e  which i n f l i c t e d  c a s u a l t i e s .  

About 1700 t h e  325 c a - l e d  fo r  h e l p  again ;  and then  acain ,  General Gavin, s t a n d i n g  

on t h e  road junct ion  thanked. t h e  o 3 i c e r s  f o r  $-!hat they  had a l r e a d y  done and t o l d  

u s  what roore w e  had t o  do. The Gerllsns #ere s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  reach t h e  junc t ion  

with 3 o r t a r  f i r e .  ;!e w$nt out  f e e l i n g  pleased not  t o  have been mortared vrhile 

t a l k i n g  t o  I k e  General and found t h e  325 on both s i d e s  o f  t h e  hedgeroiis of t h e  Le 

8:ot-y road exchanging vo l l eys  of f i r e  with t h e  Oennans i n  hedgerom opposi te  

while s i x  t a n k  i n  t'ne Orchard hehind thundered 7:rith a r t i l l e r y  and machine gun 

0.  .we. The bushes were 80 fill of 325 men t h a t  we did-n't  lmow ? u i t e  1.rhat t o  do 

.!it11 our ovn; and spen t  a minute f o o l i s h l y  r e c e i v i n g  f i r e  without  doing anyt:iing 

about  it. Although no doubt t h e  325 w a s  j u s t  a s  pleased t o  s e e  us as we had been 

pleased t o  s e e  the- i n  t b e  morning. 

L t .  !Jroadax.ray then suggested t h a t  we t a k e  t h e  town rather t h a n  do nothing ' 

s o  f i v e  o f f i c e r s  drovs  forward and t o o k  t h e  town and engaged t h e  Germsns i n  it. 

Some men from bo th  regimamis cane up  t o  j o i n  them af ' tsr  a while, and then  i n  about  

h a l f  a n  hour t'ne t a n k s  cane down t h e  road shoo t ing  eve ry  G e r a n  they  could see or  

hear. It :,ns d.i.Cficult t o  cormunicate t h r o u ~ h  t h e  t h i c k  s i d e  of Yr,e t a n k  t o  

i n d i c a t e  j u s t  h a t  w e  wanted s h o t  b u t  t h e i r  i ~ t s r v e n t i o n  rdas d e c i s i v e ;  and vrhen 

they :?ithdrevr j u s t  be fo re  d a r k  t h e r e  were no a c t i v e  Gernsns i n  t h e  to::n. Daptain. 

Rae's cocpany i n  conjunction n i t h  t h e  325 he ld  on a l i n e  west of town a l l  night  

within hea r ing  d i s t a n c e  of t h e  Gemsns and. a t  daybreak t h e  90th D i v i s i j n  passed 

throu* us pus t ikg  west. A t  1100 D plus four,  t h e  Regiment .as r e l i e v e d  and with- 

drawn t o  t h e  west bank o f  t h e  blerdaret R ive r to  def?nd t?m La F i e r e  brodge. The 

enemy dur ing  this e n g ~ n n e n t  cons i s t ed  of t h e  1053 Infan'xrg and l 9 l s t  Engineers 

of t h e  91st Division.  

' h i l e  a l l  tl-.is was going on, Jo lonel  I I i l l e t t  s t a k t e d  t o  sxecu te  h i s  order ,  

t o  f a l l  bask on Ool. Ti .xes '  pos i t ion .  0n.D .p lus  t .13 t h e  enemy had harrassed  



h i s  p o s i t i o n  a l l  day; snd i n  t h e  ev-ning he received heavy inortar ? i r e  i n  

a . id i t ibn  t o  s~mll arms f i r e .  A t  C3OO he moved out  on a r o u t e  t h a t  was t o  t?!re 

h i 3  around Amfrevil le  t o  %:he ITorth b u t  h e  ran  i n t o  a Geraan p o s i t i o n  nor th  of 

Ani-'reville which broke up h i s  column and dispersed a l a r g e  p a r t  of it. 

Untroubled by t'ne f a c t  t h a t  h e  was a lone  i n  t h e  h e a r t  of t h e  Clersn  d i v i s i o n  

a r e a  Golone1 I . ; i l l e t t  h a d  de te ra ined  t o  hold t h e  ground he had been ordered t o  

hold a n d t o  assist t h e  d i v i s i o n  t o  talrs  i ts object ives  r a t h e r  than fa l l  back t o  

t h e  r i v e r  and t'ce p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e  r e s t  of t h e  d iv is ion.  ?:it.? t h a t  end i n  v i e r  

he sus ta ined  h i n s e l f  3 v e  days a g a i n s t  evs ry th ing  t'ne Gern:m had or  could b r i n g  

a g a i n s t  h ic ,  always master of h i n s e l f ,  h i s  nen ant! t h e  Germans. He enjoyed 

f i g h t i n g  a s  a apor t  b u t  h e  never f o r g o t  hiizself as Colonel and alrrays s e t  an 

example of energy and firmness. 

Oolonel i : ; i l let t ,  l lajor  Pearson, en2 Geptain. Taylor were captured,  Cepta in  

Taylor bein; :.rsunded. Capta ins  Al lyn an3 Frank were ki l led. .  That l e f t  Cagta in  

P. F. S n i t h  ?ho r s l l i e d  t ? ~ e  rennants of Colonel K i l l e t t l s  comsnd. He proceeded 
,, 

e a s t  under such heavy pressure  from t h e  Germans t h z t  he had t o  t'rtink twice  t o  

remember t h a t  he was f o l l w i n g  a d i v i s i o n a l  order and not  being d~r iven  by t h e  

enexy. He reached t h e  r i v e r  nor th  of  2olonel  T i m e s 1  pos i t ion ,  turned south, 

and found h i s  way blocked by t h e  Germane i n  f o r c e  a t  t h e  V i l l a g e  a t  3098. Oaptain  

S ~ i t h  went i n t o  p o s i t i o n  and b l a s t e d  t h e  Germans who reacted  i m e d i s t e l g  by fire. 

Ths f i h t  swayed back and f o r t h  withorit r e s u l t  which was no good f o r  t h e  Capta in ' s  

purposes because i f  he couldn ' t  m e  he was a s  good a s  beaten.  I n  t h e  crux of t h e  

enga~ement  t h e  h e r i o c  s o l d i e r  Gcndara of 9' 3ocpany stepped e r e c t  i n t o  t h e  

Germn l i n e s  armed with a LNG which h e  f i r e d  f r o =  t h e  c a r r y  and knoeked out two 

German machine guns be fore  h e  was k i l l e d .  It was enough t o  s e t t l e  t h e  i s s u e  f o r  

Capta in  Smith ste>ped t h r o u ~ h  over Gandorals g lor ious  corpse an2 a l o t  of  German 

Corpses. Aft-r t h a t  t h e  G ~ r m n s  coul . ln l t  b r i n z  themselves t o  f a c e  t h e  r s d o u b t ~ b l e  

S z i t h  who watched i n  peace t h e  fi$t a t  La F ie re .  He re jo ined  t h e  regiment t h e  
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next  day i r i t h  a  fo rce  of 140 men. Xaajor Pearson, Osptain Taylor, and sc%e men 

escaped subee?uently and re joined us. h j o r  Peardon was i ~ ,  condi t ion t o  f igh t .  

The Regj.ment r e s t ed  a t  La  F i e r e  u n t i l  D plus seven. During t h i s  tiiqe only 

a c t i c n  it sa7v was a bonbing r a i d  by t i e  German A i r  Force thic'n i n f l i c t e d  oasual- 

t i e s .  On D plus seven .ire =wed t o  a f i e l d  Se t reen  P i cuav i l l e  and Pont ltAbbe, 

Oolonel 1Ialoney cornanding, Onptain 3 r eek  coni?zndin: t h e  1 s t  Ba t ta l ion ,  Lf .  

201. T i m e s  t h e  2nd, and Major Davis t h e  j rd .  TIe were ordered t o  r e l i e v e  t h e  9Cth 

Div i s ion  v?!?iz:~ had j u s t  taken Pont ltAbbe, and t o  continue and a t t a c k  t o  t h e  Yest 

i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o r  S t .  Sauveur l e  Vicomte, t he  325 oa our left  end t h e  9 th  on 

our r i g h t .  A t  0800 on D plus 8 we found ourselves i n  a c o l ~ ~  oP ba t t a l i ons  on t h e  

road marching up t o  t h e  l i n e  of departure,  3rd Bn. leading,  followed by t h e  2nd 

and the 1st. The 325 got  on t h e  same road we were us ing  a e  3 confusion 

delay resu l t ed .  The Germans took advantage of t h a t  t o  s h e l l  us. But t h e  3rd an., 

in t h e  lead,  got t o  t h e  l i n e  of  depar ture  i n  t ime t o  s r o s s  it at  0900, They took 

t h e  h i l l  mask i n  f r o n t  of t h e  l i n e  of d ~ p a r t u r e  i n  a b r i s k  f l @ t  i n  k%ich they  

l o s t  t h e  splendid Lf. Erwin, who had repeatedly  shown h i s  bravery t o  h i s  fel low 

so ld ie r s .  The j r d  3n., then turned north t o  block Renouf. Rere $hey were euS- 

jected t o  a considerable  no r t a r  and a r t i l l e r ~  f i r e  vhich l a s t ed  a l l  day and i n f l i c t .  

ed casua l t i e s .  The 9 th  Div i s ion  which m e  sup?osed ' to  t ake  Renouf and cover t h e  

Regiment's r i g h t  f lank,  spent  t h e  deg t r y i n g  t o  t ake  t h e  town, and f i n a l l y  d: 

l a t e r  i n  t h e  af ternoon v i t h  t h e  he lp  of t h e  A i r  Force. 

P:ean?rhile t h e  2nd 3n. followed by t h e  l e t ,  continued t o  a t t a c k  t o  t h e  ;!est. 

The:! made an? kep: con tac t  ::ith t h e  325 on tho  l e f t  and advenced l C O O  yards ?:&t'n 

t he  vigor  and speed c h e r a c t e r i s t i o  o f  Gol. Ti:lrrest leadership ,  d r i v ing  xeak 

e l e ~ e n t s  of  Geroans before then. Our a r t i l l e r y  w % s  ve ry  ac t ive ,  ve ry  powerful, 

and v s ry  encoura:;iing, bu t  not  5uf : r ic ient ly  f l e x i b l e  t o  a d j u s t  i t s e l f  t o  t h e  speed 

-O J o l .  Ti!r-.est 9n. A t  15CO it cane dovin'on him. Tile Bn. m e  forced t o  t ake  

w e r ,  end t he  o'licere t7flou&'nt t h a t  t he  barrage w:s heavier  t han  any Gernan 
~. -~ ~ ,. 
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Sa?fage they had b-an subjected  t o  throuehout t h e  campaign. '?e had sone casual-  

t i e s  and v:ithdreu?, pending t h e  l i f t i n g  of t h e  a r t i l l e r y ,  and discovered t h a t  t h e  

s h  Divis ion  b:? not  coxink up l e f t  our 'ri@ f l a n k  exposed. J u s t  then  t h e  Geruans 

opsned up :iith a m c h i n e  gun end threw some c o c ? ~ ~ s i o n  i n t o  t h e  Bn vhich was a l r e a d y  

disconc?rtedby t h e  i n p a r t i a l l y  by 7i:~ich t h e  Germans a r t i l l e r y  d e a l t  i t ' b  blows. 

The a r t i l l e r y  l i f t e d ,  ?re h v s t l e d  t h e  machine Eun out of  t h e  house on t h e  r i ~ h t  

f lank,  t h e  1st Bn moved up i n  t h e  r i g h t  and a b r e a s t  of' t h e  2nd; and t h e  advance 

w a s  ~ o n t i n u e d  u n t i l  it r a n  i n t o  t h e  G s r m m  i n  p o s i t i o n  South and juet e a s t  of 

3onnevil le .  By then t h e  r i g h t  f l a n k  of' t h e  1 s t  Bn was exposed a l s o .  The 325 on 

our l e f t  flanlc was stopped by t h e  saxe  enemy posi t ion .  301. T i m e s  and Gsp ta in  

Uriek  fcrmsd a plan together .  Some tanks  came up, and a 3 e r  an a r t i l l e r y  prepar- 

a t i o n ,  J o l .  T i m e s  a s s a u l t e d  t h e  e n e ~ y ' s  pos i t ion  i n  f r o n t ,  u s i n g  t h e  tanka on t h e  

road t o  b l e s t  ou t  t h e  C-srrans pos i t ions ,  while a s p t a i n  Greek envsloped them f ro=  

t h e  r i g h t .  There was a h a r d ? i . f h t  on t h e  German p p s i t i o n  b u t  j a n t  a s  it vias g e t t i n g  

dark  :.?e were masters  of t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  The 323 a t t acked  i m e d i a t s l y a n d  cane up 

a b r e a s t  of uo. It was t - o  late t o  do anythingbut bivouao on t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  which 

we d id  under ons of' t h e  h e a v i e s t  Geman s h e l l i n g s  of t h e  caupaign. 

Next norning, D plus 9 (June 15) a t  daybreak we resumed t h e  a t t a c k  and 

quickly pusher' forward 1000 yards. Thsre we were greeted with a shower of our own 

a r t i l l e r y  -iktich i n f l i c t e d  c a s u a l t i e s ,  stopped t h e  advsnce, and upse t  t h e  meas' 

f e s l i n g s .  The e f f e c t s  urns very  l i k e  knocking t h e  vind out  of a man, and it took  
- 

some t ime t o  s t o p  t h e  a r t i l l e r y  end Eore t o  g e t  the  men back i n  a n  a ~ g r e s s i v e  

frame of mind. That gave us  tiffie t o  n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e  325 uns not  up on our l e f t  

and t'ne 9th Div i s ion  on our r i g h t  had not l e f t  t h e i r  pos i t ions  of  t h e  n i g h t  before  

s o  t h a t  we were exposed. on both Furtherm'rre it gave t h e  Gsmana time t o  

s e t  up  a l i n e  of res is t? .nce  s o  t b s t  :.hen we f i n a l l y  d id  t r y  t o  advance, lie couldn't .  

That morning t h e r e   as a heavy f'ight i n  which we norcared and.mchine-,mned each 

other  v i  yorously. Oasua l t i e s  Here hiehe- -The 1G5mans b r o u ~ h t  up tanks  which 



added t o  our n ieery .  Our o*!n tenlca cane up too,  b u t  ?.re l o o t  one on t h e  way up 

and s i n c e  t h e  325 wasn't t h e r e  t o  ixover t h e i r  l e f t  f l a n k  they wwre p r e t t y  in-  

e f r e c t i v e  a l l  morning. About noon t h e  325 otme up a b r e a s t  of us end out tanka 

got i n t o  pos i t ion  t o  help.  That selraed t o  be enmgh t o  convince t h e  Germans 

and t h e r e  3ras a s h o r t  l u l l  f o r  lunch. The 3rd Bat 'dlion was t r y i n g  t o  f i l l  t h e  

gap between t h e  r i ~ h t  f l a n k  and Renouf where t h e  %h Divis ion  apparen t ly  was. 

A f t e r  lunch t h e  Qsrmns  resumed f i & t i n g  and t h e  f i g h t  vent  on as hard as ever  

a l l  afternoon. They got  a t a n k  i n  t h e  corner  of one of  our hedgerows and pro- 

ceeded t o  en5l iade  us with armor p ie rc ing  a m n i t i o n .  Tbeir n o r t a r s  walked up 

and down our hedgerows i n  r e g u l a r  cadence. The g a l l a n t  L t .  Keenan l+res k i l l e d  

i n  h i s  mortar aP, while g iv ing  t h e  Germans back w h a t  we were ge t t ing .  Having 

no o the r  u n i t  t o  help ,  301. b!aloney s e n t  H e a d y a r t e r s  Oorp>:ny up t o  rein-:?roe 

t h e  2n6 En. They a r r i v e 6  a t  ebout noon end promp$ly k s t  55 , .  Pipolo, who 

oev.;ht n b u r s t  oP shrapnel  i n  tile chest ,  aounding h i x  severe ly .  Pvt.  Frank of 

Headyuarters 30. -.sze i n  t h e  d i t c h  when our t a n k  was knocked out.  A m n  popped 

out  and s e i d  something a j o u t  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  crelr bzing h e l p l e s s  from con~ues ion .  

... . i l th  E superb disre2ard  of h i m e l f  an6 enemy ma:liine t u n  f i r e ,  F r a n ? ~  c l icbed up 

on t h e  t a n k  en.! pul led  the  r e s t  of t h e  cre:? out, l o s i n g  h i &  a r n  doing it. F!e 

wan t h e  a$:? i ra t ion  of t h e  w t i r e  r ez iaen t .  

A t  eb0u.t l8C0 t?is biti,.:r and b1ood:r f i ~ h t  ended indec i s ive ly .  The YjOg 
r - l i eved  us, and as we -arched o'f we heard tile r s a l a r  lm~p..hxp..irrirp.. of 

t h e  .-.ol.tar sa lvos  ?:it% v1hici.l t h e  G-rnans s a l u t e d  t 3 e i r  nev guests .  :is l o l t  

192 n-n i n  t h e s e  two de:rs of f i & t i n g .  The enem;T were p r i n z i p a l l y  elements o e  

t h e  24:rd Division.  

'!e - a r ~ h e d  bask t o  Pont 11h53e and were truclreci r l . o ~ r  t o  Frsnczuetot  t h a t  
. 

ni;zht t o  t a k e  over t h e  pos i t ions  of t h e  508 i n  t h e  S u e z e v i l l e  bridgehead south  

0.2 t h e  Duove. Oolonel Raf f  was now s e n t  t o  comaand t h e  refiment, a l l  hope of 

r escu ing  3 c l o n e l  1 : i l l e t t  having been l o s t .  It a di?:"icult t h i n e  t o  rep lace  
1 
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Yae d i s c i p l i n e  and .  aut'noritjr t h a t  201. ; l i l l e t t  had succeeded i n  viinnin: f o r  

h i m e l f ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  a  reeiment !!hose coriposition m e  changing s o  f a s t  a s  

one key man a f t e r  another  W ~ S  h w t  and rsplaced by sonsone e l s e .  The new 301. 

appeared on t h e  evening of 15 June and . :uiet ly s t a r t e d  t o  ?rori: s o  s!;oothly t h a t  

f o r  sone t i x e  we h a r d l y  knew t h a t  t h e r e  had been a  change i r ?  cownnd. 3 u t  a s  

t i n e  :gent on everp  one ran i n t o  ~ o l o n e l  Reff i n  person or  i n t o  h i s  a u t h o r i t y  and, 

by t h e  end of tE?e c s ~ p a i g n  a l l  t h e  regiloent had besn ~ a d e  t o  understaad j u s t  t h a t  

we were a  r e z i n e n t  now with regimental  ?unctions a n d  p:oce?ures and not  j u s t  

l i k e  a  nob of m r l i k e  saboteurs.  This regiment, once it suhirits i t s e l f  t o  enemy 

f i r e ,  Bnjoys f i g h t i n g  f o r  f i g h t i n g ' s  sake,  The new 3olonel  harnessed t h i s  f i n e  

and va luab le  s p i r i t ,  and d i r e c t e d  it t o  g a i n  assigned object ives .  

Thet n i r h t  Gsptain Brumait t  re jo ined u s  x i t h  50 men.. The p i l o t e  Por t h e  

H-  So., 3rd Yn,, had f a i l z d  t o  reach t h e  D3 and n o s t  of t h s  cor!pany had jv.~~ped 

a t  Grai:-,nes, e i ~ h t  miles soutk of Garentan. I n  ih ;  course  of t h e  next  two days, 

180 men co l l ec ted  he rs ,  an5 cotl~?anr! rassed t o  Major Johnston, execut ive  of:icer 

of t h e  5rd Bn, Thfe fo r -e  was conposed of t h e  g rea t - r  p a r t  of Head-warters  3rd 

Bn and var ious  s t r a g g l e r s  from t h e  lGlst Divis ion plus  aoTe Frenchmen and a  

couple o? Spaniards. Being s o  far away f ro= where h e  v18.s ordered t o  be, Major 

2ohnston considered t h a t  t h e  i e s t  t h i n g  t o  do was hold Grniages end i n t e r f e r e  

x i t h  com.!unications t o  Oarentan u n t i l  they could maka con tac t  x i t h  Priends, 

This he proceeded t o  do* &man a c t i v i t y  wes s l i g h t  b u t  constant ,  and u n t i l  D 

plus 5 t'ney m i n t e i n e d  themselves with t h e  h e l p  of slmpat'netic Frenchmen. .,hen 

t h e  Germns d i d n ' t  cotle t o  P i ~ h t  they s e n t  out  p a t r o l s  t o  f i g h t  i r i th  them. The 

f i g h t  f o r  Oarentan was long and hard and t h e r e  s?-med t o  be no i -media te  pros- 

pects  f o r  r e l i e f .  On t h e  evening of D plus 4 they k i l l e d  a  German whoso papers 

showed h i 7  t o  be one of t h e  reoonnaissanoe b a t t a l i o n  oP a n  arnored Division.  

The next  morn in^ t ~ o  clan vent out  t . 2  bury t h e  man, and were met by f i r e  hhich drove 

them back an2 seemed unusually heavj. OaptaLn Brumitt went t o  inves t ig ,a te  it 
.. , - -  



and became c l e a r  t o  him t h k t  t h e  Germns were i n  fo rce  ana preparing t o  a t t a c k *  

Graignes i s  on top  of a  h i l l  which or fe rs  co~vand ing  ground and good observation 

a s  observation goes i n  ?Tornandye ICjor  Jo3nston has been m i n t s i n i n g  a n  a l l -  

ground defense, bu t  the  Oarmans were a-proaohinr f ro?  t h e  south. Oaptain  

B r u m i t t  reinforced t h e  southern f ron t  and prepared t o  recs ive  them. The Gemans 

reconnoitered h i s  pos i t ion  i n  fo rce  a t  noon, and b:r l 6 C O  had found out enough 

about d i spos i t i on  t o  launch a n  a t tack .  A t  'chat time they l a i d  down a  heavy 

a r t i l l e r y  prsparat ion and a mortar barrage which destroyed communications and 

assaul ted.  Af t e r  a  l u l l  a t  2000 they l a i d  d0.m a  heavy a r t i l l e r y  preparat ion 

and assau l ted  a ~ a i n .  The fight was farocioua and s a n ~ u i n a r y .  By n i h t f a l l  they 

had pushed our l i ne s ' back  i n  c e r t a i n  spots.  Af te r  dark they overran t h e  pos i t i en  

and mopped up t h e  tourn. Betv1een ClOO and 0200 Oaptain Brumnitt withdrew i n t o  t h e  

sv!aranp t o  t h e  west, t h e  German shootin2 i n t o  h i s  r ea r  as he went. He re-erouped 

h i s  men a t  t h e  foo t  of t h e  h i l l  i n  the  swamp and r:oved off  t o  a pre-designated 

asseably a r e a  .,!here he spent t h e  day. Theo ha picked up Lt. Haughton ::ho had had 

a s imi la r  adventure. :Text day they s t a r t e d  toward Oarentan and r a n  in:o our l i n e s  

two days l a t e r  (15 June) and Dr^ptain B r u m m i t t  had fcught a Bn. of eneay a l l  day, 

with 180 men. A f t s r  bein.- forced out  of h i s  pos i t ion  he maintained t h e  i n t e g r i t y  

o" h i s  cor~r~and over unfavorable swampy t e r r a i n ,  and succeeded i n  br ine ing  hack f o r  

usefu l  se rv ice  100 men. This remarkable f e a t  r e x i r e d  a hich degree of leadership 

and deterninat ion,  He was ma te r i s l l y  a s s i s t e d  by t h e  super ior  s e rv i ce s  of L t s .  

'tiagner and PJzu:hton, besides others who d i d n ' t  get  out. 80 of t h e  Personr~el be  

brought back belonged t o  our regime nt ,  bu t  Kajor. Johnston was l e f t  i n  the  hands 

of the  enemy. 

%en we reached .Frsncruetot  we were t o l d  t h a t  it was a cu i e t  s ec to r  where 

there  were few G w m a m  and l e s s  a c t i v i t y .  Ye xere i n  p s i t i o n  before  dawn 16 June 

and i n  f a c t  we saw no Germans and were not troubled with them. The 2nd Bn on our 

l e f t ,  s t re tched  out  i n  a  seriss-0.f' strBnZ$oiSts' From Baupte t o  Ooigny. The 3rd 



a n .  picked up the  l i n e  a t  Ocigny and ca r r i ed  it t o  Franomuetot. The 1st Bn. i n  

rese rve  was a t  Franc?-uetot, i t s e l f ,  except f o r  #Bn  00mpany <<:hioh was j-laced t o  

watch t h e  Vindefontaine bririge. We nade contact  blith . the r e s t  of the  82nd Div. 

Although t h e  Germans l e t  us ge t  i n  t he r e  without t r oub l e  they immediately s e t  t o  

u w k  to cake US ~ i e . e ~ ~ b h .  They dro.;pe& :i.artwa and artille~g on the 2nb 9n1s 

pos i t ion  along t ' l s  swamp s h o r t l y  a f t e r  d sy l i gh t ;  an.? kept it up i n t e r m i t t e n t l y  

a l l  t'ne t i n e  t h a t  we were there .  A t  noon they ambushed a cozbat p a t r o l  between 

t h e  2nd and 3rd Bns pee i t i on  and k i l l e d  t h e  brave and ab l e  Sgt. Lamsen of 'TI" 

Jol1r;any. That af ternoon they dropped a considerable number of a r t i l l e r y  s h e l l s  

- exac t l y  i n  t h e  2nd Bn O.P. wounding 5 men on the  staff, including Gol. T imes ,  with 

one s h e l l .  Thera f te r  they she l led  our OPfs and mortared our f r o n t  l i n e s  a l l  t h e  

time we were there.  The 2nd and 3rd Bno pa t ro l led  t h ;  enemy's pos i t i on  every 

n ieh t ;  an3 i n  a  few days t 3 e  s t rong  points of t h e  h o s t i l e  OPL were c l e a r l y  estab- 

l i shed  froin l a  Rue de Beux t o  t h e  Duove, b u t  pene t ra t ing  t h i s  l i n e  .ms another 

problem, b u t  we were f a r  fro.? being as s k i l l ? u l  a s  t h e  G:mans. F i n a l l y  L t  Berman 

succeeded i n  g e t t i n g  through between Pont Auny and Les Sablons. H i e  pa t ro l  work 

continued ..!it3 increas ing  sUCCeS8 u n t i l  3 July.  

' l"!ean'.~hile the  1 s t  Ba t t a l i on  recaived the  order t o  croes  t h e  stramp, and t ake  

/ ' 
: Vindeflbnteine i n  conjunction with an a t t a c k  by t'ne r e s t  of tbe  Divis ion south a long 

the  Duove f a r t h e r  t o  t h e  Ueat. The Germans had b l o m  up the  bridge,  b u t  sur 

encineera had put rcl a 1 ' ~ o t  br idge 500 yards north of the  -%in br idge the  night 

of 18-19 June. A t  24CC t h a t  night,  Eajor Pesrson coinmnding received an ar t3  
-- ' 

preparat ion so  good t h a t  everyone who saw it -maised it; and, a t  0015, they - 
s t a r t e d  t o  cross.  %a Go.t'pany leading, got ccrosa the  bric'ge, smt inued  west \ 
t h r o u ~ h  - t h e  t o m  t o  i t ' s  nathern edge t o  t h e  croesroada a t  264809 which it seized 

nd prepared t o  a t t ack .  It met no res i s tance .  ' 9" Conpany folloxed and drove 
I 

some Germana bef'ore thei? >:ho were t r y i n g  t o  l e y  ant ipersongel  mines. They l e s t  

some men  fro^ t h e  pines, cnptured s m e  C-er~ans and the3 ha l ted  t o  -ganize , 



1 \ 
500 yards e a s t  of town. There ensued a shord, hard f i e h t  dur ing which 'On \ 

\ 

! Company l o s t  21 men and drove t h e  Germans out  i n  twenty ninutes.  hkj0r  Peardon, 
i 

nho had brought %3n i)om:;any aa io s s  t h e  r i v e r  a f t - r  %%ompany, now s e n t  "9' around 

n23"'s f lank,  took t h e  town and moved south of it. By 0800 t he  Yajor Ifis i n  posi- 

t i o n  on h i s  object ives  and ~.roceeded t o  hold them aga in s t  t h e  G%r!nan mortar and 

s h l l  arms Tire. Meanwhile t he  Germans attaclred Oompany, oo~imanded by L t .  

J a r r ,  r:ith mortars and tanks. L t .  Oarr  had a hard t i n e  of it; the  only he lp  he 

could g e t  was from t'ne a r t i l l e r y .  But L t .  Hayden clirnbed a t r e e  and d i rec ted  t h e  

a r t i l l e r y  s o  well on t h e  tanks t h a t  he  knocked out  one and held o f f  t h e  others  

u n t i l  L t .  Oar r ' s  pos i t i on  was saved. On t'le 20th t h e  508 passed throuzh our l i n e s  

l eav ing  t'oe 1 s t B a t t a l i o n  on t h e  f r o n t  l i n e  t o  take  German r i f l e  and a o r t a r  P i r e  

u n t i l  5 Ju ly .  The F i r s t  Bn. l o s t  57 men i n  t h i s  operation.  The enemy were t he  -- -- 

elements of t h e  265 Divis ion (894 and 895 ~ e ~ i x e c t s ) .  

On t h e  .25th o f J u n e  t h e  Regiment was re l i eved  OF t h e  Baupte Peninsula by t he  

90th Division,  and 2100 t he  2nd and 3rd Bns, bein:; she l l ed  or! t h e  march moved 

behind t h e  F i r s t  Bat+&lion while tine Regimental OP was being moved from Frsnc yuetot  

t o  Vindefontaine. There t he  regiment stayed u n t i l  3 J u l y  1944, t he  1st En catching 

mortar and s k l l  arms f i r e  consta:!tly i ihi le t h e  other two bat-Lalions were shel led  

i n t e rmi t t en t l y .  This  s h e l l  f i r e  ria9 more of a nuisance than a danger, but  one n igh t  

e sho t  k i l l e d  Lt. 'lagner and wounded Ekjor Davis. The l o s s  of t he se  t r o  exce l l en t  

o?icers was a b leu  t o  t h e  3rd Ba t ta l ion .  The German CPL became e a s i e r  t o  cross  e i -  

t h e r  bacause they had thioned it out  or because we had learned how t o  pene t ra te  it, 

or both; And every n igh t  we had pa t ro l s  i n  enemy t e r r i t o r y .  They l e f t  frol? any- 

place on t h e  d iv i s i on  f ron t ,  an? got  dezper and deeper i n t o  eneay t e r r r i t e ry  s o  t h a t  

even tua l ly  we learned n l o t  ab-ut  t h e  l i n e  Fo re t  de iiont C s s t r e  i l a  Po te r ie  r idge,  

h i l l  131. It was Curing t h i s  t ime t h a t  3 ~ t  Oolauan of %n Jonpany %as s en t  a lone  

t o  reconnoi ter  behind t h e  enemy l i n e s  from out  l i n e s  a t  Hotot4eigny.  lie c r ep t  

around t h e  f i rs t  enerq machine p n ,  h id  i n . a  c a r t  f u l l  of' hay t o  escape a German 



patrol. Talcing advantage of the f a c t  tha t  the Frenchman driving the  c a r t  was 

going his way he rode with him across the Pretot-Szn Sores road. There he l e f t  

-the ca r t  and penetrated beyone Ste. Suzanne locat ing a Germ? CP, and followed 

the German @?L from the rea r  he located several small a r m s  and a r t i l l e r y  em- 

placements. On his  say back he was shot i n  the  leg ,  but made it over the  l a s t  

mile t o  report  t h i s  information. 

On 3 July  the F i r s t  Army launches i t s  a t t ack  t o  clear  the Cotentin Penin- 

s~fia. The 82nd Division was i n  f ront  of the a t tack  but our regiment was i n i t i a l l y  

i n  Division reserve and followed i n  bounds behind the 325. The 2nd Battalion ms 

detached and given a sector i n  the  l i n e  with an objective a t  La. Fauverie, The 

2nd Battalion crossed the l i n e  of departure a t  0800 a f t e r  a heavy a r t i l l e r y  

p repra t ion ,  and advanced rapid ly  West. The enemy presented a s l i g h t  delaying 

act ion and. the Bs-ttalion reached i t s  o b j e c t i ~  with 10  czaualties at the  end of 

the afternoon. Xext day they resumed the i r  ac?vance and reached Blanchelands, 

suffering f ro3  casualties enroute from mortar and a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  They rested a t  

Blmchelands, but they received the order t o  turn  South and seize the  portion of 

l a  Poterie r idge  just  eas t  of hi l l  95. A t  2200 4 July they s e t  off fo r  this attack. 

During the  night they succedded i n  getting 'IF" Company on the South slope of the 

ridge and the r e s t  of the Battalion s l igh t ly  behind them on the North slope on the 

woods. The Germans didn ' t  trouble $his movement and a s  far as they could t e l l  the  

ridge was not occupied. The next morning a t  daylight, they founcl themselves within 
. 

a German bivouacb the imease  surprise of the Germs .  Both s ides  seized the i r  

a r m s  without delay and f e l l  on each other in a confised and confusing fight. 

"F" Company was a l i t t l e  too far ahead of the r e s t  of the Battalion t o  have imme- 

d ia te  support and they suffered heavily. The r e s t  of the Battalion coming t?p t o  

support "PI1 Company found Germans i n  every t r e e  and bush. Control was very d i f f i -  

c u l t  sine3 both sides l ay  across each other's l i n e s  of commw.ications. nF1l Co. 
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f e l l  back slightly, and when the  Battalion came up they went i?to Bn. reserve. 

"Dl! and "9" com?anies drove fo~ward t a  sweep the woods. This hard f i gh t  lasted 

a l l  day and our losses were considerable; but at  the end of the day we were 

masters of the ridge. Colonel Timmes orbmized a defensive position and held it, 

Nevertheless, f o r  the r e s t  of t h e i r  s tay  there the  Germans threw mortar and ar- 

t i l l e r y  f i r e  a t  themact,ively. On the 7th day of J u  ly they reverted t o  regiment. 

Wnile this was going on Colonel Raff led the  r e s t  of the regiment West by 

bounds behind the  325. The 325 carr ied the burden of the f i gh t  successfdlg- on 

the 3rd of July. Ble had no contact with the enemgr except that we were constantly 

harrassed by a r t i l l e m  in bivouac and on the march* On the 4th day of July the 

325 reached the  Germans MGt a t  the  ea s t  end of l a  Poterie Ridgee They attacked 

it, but by the end of the  afternoon it was cle* t h a t  they couldn't take it, so 

the task was given t o  us. The Colonel designated the  3rd Battalion, now commandP- 

ed bg. Colonel libloney. Colonel Maloney reconnoitered the h i l l  fiom the  325thts 

position and using the i r  front a s  a l i ne  of departure he crossed t o  a t t ack  at  

2015 a f t e r  a 15-minute a rb i l l e ry  prepra t ion.  The h i l l  was wooded and Colonel 

Maloney progressed steaduly keeping flank protection out t o  the edges of the 

woods u n t i l  22.45, Eht then the  woods brosdened out so t ha t  he couldn't watch 

the i r  edges and he was farced t o  advance with h i s  f lanks blinded. A t  2255 he 

struck the  German position. They succeeded i n  interrupting hls communications 

and in the  dark obscurity of the woods ton t ro l  became increasingly d i f f i cu l t .  

The Germans took advantage of t h e i r  knowledge of the  position t o  i n f l i c t  severe 

casml t i es ;  and Col. Maloneyta position was too indef in i te  t o  allow him t o  prof i t  

f im the sac r i f i ces  he was making. So he determined t o  ge t  out of the  woods and 

re-establish control. He sent  "GI1 Company, Capt. Schwartzwalder commanding, d m  

t o  the south base of the h i l l  with instruct ions t o  march around and meet the r e s t  

of the En i n  the  saddle hehind and t o  the Vest. With the r e s t  of the  Sn. he 
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This pre'ple-.. wc s sc i r s l  i r i : .  ?.i;ct tk;: : ; i cA, rzF t io r  ef -:mv.lr: f c r r .  

.'it..r . : -  '-.tk. e.i' f i  +ti?.; t h e  Y:i:~!:nt 8 5,: :  t:! :-:-\r- c ,t,tlec', o r  t h e  f- i la- ifp2 

c .  First, t h r t  vilunle rf f i r e  i s  cL' u. t ros t  it.::trtcccc :ri t h ~ t  t h e  

r e s t  e f f r c t , i v e  f i r e  i s  hi:h tr;>?ctrr:r f i r e .  .L.ll c-.33hres c-f thi: f i r e  ; re  

u s c f u l  rn. :e ti!*. r:,r:a 5ec re r sos  t h f i  c r l i ' ? r ? s  :,h:.ul<. ; . l s~:  ! l e c r e ~ s e .  Thus a s  

1 ~ h r  a ~ s ~ ~ l t  ~ ; . r t : r  ;:.iyr?:ch-6 t h t  e r e - p  p n s i t i e n s  it ::sses fr-:.. Clm.. ?art,-.rs 

+;c Cn--!,. . - c r t e r s ,  t h r c  t s  t h e  r i f l e  .r~sr.sr:e :n :  t r  the l?~>.:?.?+. : : r e ~ e i e  2 s  t ! ~  ?::st 

E ~ C !  . ?y c-?rdin: t i r - :  these  ? T C Z T ~ ~ . S  i t  i s  !: . - a s s i h l e  t~ : : a i r k - i ~ .  t h e  .~3:-*??c,rity 

cf >-, 11 b r s e  af f i r e .  Ic t h i s  re:jnri cu r  wz?keet 11-k mrs the  rifle r o n ~ i e  ef 

s?~.ick T:- :'i-'fi1.t ikvn c?r.u. ..h, 'i"r.-: l i - h t  ; a r t ~ r  ?i:i.uL: r.t, l e s s t  ?:c .-qr r r i  prch- 

L. ? ' 1  -J ; h ;i:roy:s :;-.hir.'. t h e  i'l;.t tr, j e c t r r y  wqr,; o : : ~  r; t:!c b:..;.: ;i f i r e .  A ~ -  b,y:- 

rrz-t:rs $ i : ? ~ : l '  be behi?:! tb.i li.:ht; 1::hile t h e  r i f 1 . c ~  a d  h:nC yrrnor'es ,-ccc-; .Any 

1 k ar:;:ult  Fcrce. 
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1 ; ~  i r i v s  , i ~ t  thr? trr.r.r;s frs: ths  c s r w r .  PI: bar::%;: i s  t k e  r-osC u:-El:!. :re-.: cr 

t!.:.t t i i t  zL::ult f c r c e  hz.s i.r n,?utrr . l i - , ic: ;  -i h.:.tl::erc-1.r c o r m r .  IT: i s  P v9r7  u5e- 

i u l  ~ : " f ~ : n s i v c  we:: sn i l l  z::t 'iti~on t c  i t s  v:lur; Fn t h e  c-.er,:r?se i:,:.irst tcnks .  T!-2 

n r ? ? u l t  ?h*ulr: ! , e  L L e l i v r r ~ i  2% ti-e fl,-rk o r  : : refcr r l ly  lmth fl:rlts r f  t h e  rl :r- . ;r  

. 
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