Johnson’s Regiment—the 501st 151

they could. A patrol had gone northeast to find another pas-
sage around the far side of the swampy ground. They had
-met heavy opposmon and returned to report that route blocked
for any movement in that direction.!6 The night was cold,
particularly for those soldiers who had waded through the

swamp. Thus ended D-Day for the 2nd Battalion of the 501st .

o Parachute Infantry Regiment.

Summary

When the first day of combat ended for the 501st, Colonel
Johnson’s regiment, it was well dug in around the locks in
perimeter defense, but the highway bridges and railroad
bridge stood unscathed, still in use by the enemy.

The battalions were scattered over the countryside. It
would take many days to get the survivors back to their units.
By D plus 2, less than half of the 2,300-man force was able
to assemble.

For 1st Battalion, the situation was critical. The battalion
had to be reorganized. Its command personnel were gone.
Lieutenant Colonel Carrol and two of his staff members, Lieu-
tenant John W. Atkinson, S-1, and Captain Thomas Chastant,
S-3, were ambushed shortly after getting together near a cross-
road and all three lost their lives. S-2 officer Captain Charles
Seale, and S-4 leader Lieutenant Newt Holt, worked their re-
spective ways back to the battalion a week or so later. Major
Phillip Gage, Jr., the executive officer, had been badly wounded
while attacking a machine-gun nest and was captured. Captain
Simmons, Headquarters Company commander, and the two
medical officers, Captain Robert Blatherwick and Lieutenant
Tom Johnson, had been captured. The three line company com-
manders were missing from their units on D-Day—Captain
William Paty of Able Company was badly wounded and cap-
tured; Baker Company commander, Captain Loyal Bogart, was
far south of his drop zone and lost his life at Graignes; Captain
Robert H. Phillips of Charley Company was to return a week
later with the 17 survivors of his misdropped group.

In the interim, the skeleton battalion was commanded by
Lieutenant Harry Howard of the 8lmm mortar platoon. On



> —— - BT
- —— = i - am Pr———
r -, , - g -y My i
o G il aivi w s SR eyl g A L T
— e o Wy ey T T g B |-|..I11|hl T T pE————
= T ™ [, I T i w0 — e
e

i o B e,

T & s gy “H...-.-.Il.-_.-_.__lll. "
= S sl - -.-l.-.-.H..n.-H-T._.‘..I.I..!_ A T e
mmn arm [ —— . ey VA ial—
s Tt = Sl ty ol st

b l‘.#—-ll-.l.lln T

T W e i
A W e e e —
L e g e =
1¥ - a O T S — i o R i R SR .
’ ol - SR T A 3 i e v B T N i S R P e e e e
1l T P L] L T W T
] —euw e S TR e LT L] e e e
e P PP M I o - TR WS B o
1 U i i o = ek
ey ikt e T BBt e g g B
._. ik e s a et p— :
HJ_ T L g T il Y
" Ema - w—
e ey oo it g3 e
LEE Ll s ———— T BT T T o . " a1 - e e
e NIRRTy e — it s e ey g e
T e e
T e T R R R e e ——— R R S L Rt i i i ) e e T e R s
7 P T 0wt L s e a e e T e e R T e R el - R ATy S
B Sy P b e — | [ — rek bl ~aetg il e
§ A S e e—— e et et ey ey e i
o P S T T B TS 8 e e
T E LA LS o —— e I e R o o e,
T A e T, TR B WL S ST g i o g e m—
- B G e e e | o] e W L R LN Ll e
.ﬁ b § T UL T ST L R R T o
P me e a ————— P b T S T | =
TS ST e i . oaman L L L ST ———— - R
s e e o , —" i — L T S AT i R - Y gl | e R i i - e 2
.u._l...l....l_-ll_.l...__.lllll_r.l TR T e e r o em e
[ L -, T R e == e b B
1Y o s mm Ty L B SN ik e e e ki | -
LR ol e T L W T S . AR S PLE
v anmmm i T G Py o e t.-.h-l.n_r.._*
= g C— e el
e S gt
—
- T —
Y —— -
e e —
- e
- - -
sk - =i B T
v i = - — —
I T T —— S 3
=il
o S .
e | e
- 1
: .
TR P gl T Wd . R s . g ey e
= e— e
e B e —— A T T
o i S AR A Rt
T g e e T i i =
- R —  ——. W o2 [ e L A R R e i e
~ ......n..."..ql a ' = lw..u.._m..- - B R TN e U e i W L
L s S ) il =y S W O ol L LAY
= e e - m,=w R -
e — oo -
S e - _— -
N e [
= —— =
T (] [
e e =
B —— =
v —
- I
e — ——— .
i —
S —* et
- - -
] -
& A =
ks —
r -

| S B e gy D

. L T N R A o
- b s Sl o LR R )
- ae - . = m—— L w g
- e

- owe P vem— e
- L . B e o et T e B P W BT

S WRE ot v

5 b o




