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A was blocked by heavy tank fire immediately and after a small
advance was forced to return to the village. But on the flanks,
B and C went on until they reached the lower slopes of the
objective ridges and started to climb. At that moment the enemy
tanks came against them, supported by some infantry. A few
of the paratroopers kept going; their snow-covered bodies were
found on the ridges weeks later.® But the greater part of the two
companies went to earth and sought whatever cover was at hand.
Then they continued to slug it out with their small arms as best
they could. They could hardly see the enemy at any time. The
fog was closing down again and it was mixed with the smoke
drifting over from the fires of Noville.

They held the ground until dark.” Then Colonel LaPrade’s
men fell back on Noville. The fighting on the slopes had cost
the battalion heavily but the men thought they had caused equal
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