7« The hoticn st BIAZZ0 RIDGE:

A prolonged engagerent took place on the BIAZZO RIDGE on the
VIITOR IA-CELA highway sbout two miles East of the ACATE RIVER on U plus one,.
This affadir, judging by the intensity of the fighting and the results
accomplished, appears to be the only engagement of magnitude participated. in
by the Combat Team during the landings,

& At 0600 the morning of D plus one the Combat Team Commander and
&-3 proceeded West on the GILA road from VITTCRIA to obtain control of any
parachute troops that might be found, determine what, if any, enemy troops
' were between VITTORIA and GELA, and move all available parachute troops West

L. The Commanding Officey and 5-3 continued West to the railroad
station about one mile East of BIAZZO RIDGE where a point reconnaissance wasg
made, At this point a German Officer and private suddenly came around the
cornexr in a motorcycle and wers captured. Tley made no effort to resist
capture and appeared to be guite disgusted with the lack of resistance being
offered by the Italian troops, but refused to give any informetion regerding
their own troops. The twenty nearby parachutists: under the commnd of Lt
WEXLAR were ordered forward at once and the Cembat Team S-3 was sent to the
rear to bring Major KRAUS and his men and to go o the 45th Division Command
Fost. [Iere le was to send a message to the lst Division and the 824 Division
. informing them of the Combat Team plan to advance West along the CELA highway,

., L« The twenty garachutists under the comand of Lt. WENLAR ar-
rived promptly and after being given the situation were mowed in the direetionm:
of BIAZZO RIDGE. They were ordered %o proceed Vest to the A0ATE RIVER and
were accompanied by the Combat Teum Commnding OFficer. Oeveral hundred yards
short of the Ridge they came under small arms fiwe coming from the Ridge.

They continued to advance driving the enemy to the West. Upon reaching the
top of the Ridge they met intensc small arms and mortar fire that stopped
‘their advahece. Here they were ordered to dig in- and hold until the errival .
of the Battalion. ' - '

[s/t/ JaMS L. GavVIN,
' Colonel, Infantry,”
Cormand ing.




machine gun and mortar fire. Lt. Wechsler was hit almost immediately and as
the Troopers gained ground the dust and smoke from the mortar rounds cut
visibility to almost zero. Pvt. Smith was next to Valkyrie when several mortar
rounds hit as they dove for the ground and he was thrown into the air and
completely rolled over. He was okay and his long drawn out expletive,
“Gawwwwwed Dammmmmn!” seemed to go on and on forever. The Krauts
were routed and as those who had made the charge gradually stemmed the
flow of adrenalin and took stock of their casualties it was found that of the
Officers, Lt. Riffle and of the enlisted men Pvt. Hallock were killed. Sgt.
Albanese and Lt. Wechsler were seriously wounded as was T-5 Hinchen and
Pvts. Kunkle and Franco. Shortly after the battle was over and the Troopers
were licking their wounds, anti-aircraft fire erupted from the naval fleet off
shore and the 45" Div. rumor had it that German Paratroopers (The
Falscherm Jaeger) had been dropped and they had to be on the alert for them.
The truth: The U.S. Navy had fired on re-enforcement Troopers of the 504"
RCT believing they were enemy and shooting down several of the planes
before the Troopers could bail out. That turned out to be sheer stupidity!
German planes had synchronized engines that lent a wavering hum to their
engines while American engines had a continuous drone. These were facts
that all gunners and gun crews were supposed to be aware of, but were

probably lost in the shuffle of poor and sloppy instructors and “Trigger
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RECORD OF EVENTS

Kairouan: Coxpany moved by air with 505 Prcht
Inf CT to engage eneny in Sicily. Dropped by
parachute on Sicily at approx 2340. 4 EM left
at Kairouan base echelon. .

For the Commanding Officer
e .
/4 ¢ [ N 4
Ao Te ZMNDEN,
. CiDd, 307 A’B Engr Bn.,
e Personnel Adjutant.,
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