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t No, 1 Missing Research and Bnquiry Unit, Royal Air Fﬂrce,""" TV g
¢/o British Army of the Rhine,

Air Ministry, (Pels Cszs.) 73, = 77 C;xfnrd Street, London, Wele

COPIES T0! R.A,A.F, Overseas Headquarters, Kodek House, 63 Kingsway, W.C.2,

DATE: 25th January, 1946,

YOUR FILE OR FOLDER REFERENCE: P.L18139/L4l/P.leBele dated 15th Novenmber, 194,

YOUR CASUALTY ENQUIRY WIMEER: NoJXbe

OUR REFERENCE: 1MREU/S.8/CE.46/AIR, | =
NAME OF SEARCH OFFICFR AND NUMBER OF SECTION: S/Ldr.Foster & F/0.Iord No.lk. Section.
TARGET : Ceaen,

ATRCRAFT TYPE AND SERIAL NUMBFR: Lancaster NE 150.

DATE REPORTED MISSING: 7/8th June, 194,

PLACE OF E:I;ASH, VLTH MAP REFFRENCE: Ste Jezn De Dayes As8/Teli7.

ol

FLACE OF BURIAL, WITH MAP REFERENCE: 8t. Jean De Daye, Parish Cemetery, A.8/T..47.

=
CREW:~ 174942 Pilot Officer 1L Q.M. Warren,  ='Captain,
2220039 Sergeant P,L. Corner. - Flight/Eng. *
140868 Flying Officer J.Dryiis. - Wavigator.
A418790 P/Sgte N.C.Rokke¥, [if aeth, = W/Op. 2
1995975 Gergeent M.H, Wigham :“ ' = }Mid Upper Gunner,-
1853943 Sergeant R.L. Fuckett, - Rear Cumner, -

RESULD OF INVESTIGATION AND FLINDINGS:-

Following up data given in Casualty Enquiry Noes4b, we interviewed Monsieur.
Desirxe Cardin and his son Bernard of St. Jean De Daye. For the purpose of this
report the date recgeived on ?/G. Warren is given separately owing to necessity of
explanation regarding ouwr dissgreement with informetion conteined in letter received
by P/0. Warren's fahter Prom the liyor of St. Jean De Daye.

Re: ¥/Sgt. Black,
lfons. Desire Cardin .end his son Bermard geve us similar details to those already
given to 5/Idr.Le Bas with a few additional details,

Whilst under the care of Jons.Cardin and prior to transfer to care of the
Mayor of Oreignes and the American parachutists, Black wore oivilian clothes over
his battle dress = he possibly retained his unifoym as some protection in o likely
charge of espionage. These clothes were supplied by Mons.Cardin. On the day of the
funeral of Corner = Rolkker = Wigham and Puckett, Friday 9th June, in the Porish
Cemetery, St.Jean De Daye =~ Black gave hizs identity photo to Mons. Pernard Cardin,
as a souvenir. He (Bleck) told Mons, Cardin that B/O, Warren baled out first over
Iison, 6~7, Kilometres from St. Jean De Deyes We visited the Genadaymerie ot Lison
and exmumined details of the only two crashes on record. One wes fo a British
single engined fighter. The pilot was burned with the airoraft. He is buried at
Le Molst -~ Littry. The other cese was of an smerican airoraft (mesrked with the
white star) which orashed on 9th June, A4, Five Americans haled out,

It will be noted that the oresh of the smerican aircraft occourred two days
after the Lancaster which is the basis;of this engniry. It fell at 19,30 hours.
The faot thet Bladk was wearing en American uniform is supported by the Mavor of
Oraignes (Manche) who iz & close friend of Wons,Desire Cardin, He, the Mayor wea
well soquainded with Bleck who was in the distriot for four dgys with the Americens.
The Mayor took food to Black each dey, personally. Apart from 30 who escaped when
the Germans attacked, the whole of the Amexrican parachuftists were wiped out and
their bodies were transported to MESNIL=ANGCOT, where they were burned., Owing to
strong circumstential evidence we are of ithe opinion that F/Ggt.Black died with the
Amexican pereachutisis,
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! rylis was looked sfter by Monsicru Michel of Ut ?.'"';u:'m:lr-.fl, 2. kms from 5%. Jean
u_ Deye. HHe was hidden by Monsieur Kichel for 42 days and gubse |~ﬂe-‘1:l;r arrived

bagk in England, P/0. Drylis told Monsieur Michel (and Mons,Cardin) that P/0, Warren
baled out first, Doih Black snd Drylis ars oredited with the same staiement
glthouzh they did not meet after the cresls

174942 Pilot Officer M.GeMs Warren,

Mongieur Cexdin of St.Jean De Daye {._mume; searched for Warren for eight deys without
sugoess. , e persisted with one enguirlies regerding Werren and spent several days on
the e.a]ui:y. We are now able to explain how the letier from the layor of St.Jean de
Daye to Werren's father came into beings During an interview with Mons.Caxrdin we
disclosed that owr further enquiry wass based on this letter to P/O, Warrea's father,
He at once end without hesitation said that it had since been discovered that the
airman referred to proved to be another. He told us that a short time after the
Lancester's crash on 7/8th June, 19, Mons, le Cure Of Arul was 1ll and was visited
by the village doctor of St.Jeen de Daye. During a donversation he the Cwe told the
dootor that "an airmen had fdllen by parechute into the Cure's yard, The local
‘German AdJutent Otto took the sirmen avay as his prisoner. The doctor informed the
leyor of St.Jean De Daye and the leyor took it upon himself to send the details %o
Werren's father, This he did in good faith believing the story to be in relalion fto
P/0e Warrens T

Since this letter was written it has Teen discovered that an uniortunate
mistake had been made, We are satisfied in face of thes folldwing data that the airman
arrested by the German Adjutant Otto was not Warren, Owr h,n;uil'ies took us to Arul
to see lionsieur,le Cure Dertol, but he had been trensferred to Avarenches, Ve
prooceeded to Avarenches end saw Honsieur le Cure Bertot. IHe was a benevolent kindly
0ld man who had been badly wownded in 1943, when one of owr aircraft flying low
dropped a bamb near him at Arul, He was most anxious to clear up the misunderstanding
and gave us the following story. We were now hearing for the first time end also
first hand just what oocurred. He remembered then en airman had falled in his yard
8t Arule Lhe:German Adjubant Otto arrived with escort and took him (the u."..;r;mﬂn:;
away. He, the Cure remembers that the alrmen had & grin on his face ,41..1 was smoking
a cigarette as Otto took him away. The important point in Monsieur, le Cure's
evidence is thal he Cure Bertot told wus thu.t the airman fell into his _.rc—.-.d tvo days
prior to the crash of Werren's Lancaster creshed at 0300 hours on the morning of the
8th June, 19%4. &lthough we cannot say what happened to Warren after he baled out as
reported by Bleck and Drylis we may come across some evidence during our final
sweep of the Manche area, It is possibls that he was fatally injured on landing ox
that he was killed as a parschutists and is buried as umknown, Any data to assist
in identification such esa Dental Card, would be appreciated,
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