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James W. O’Rourke Jr was born on December 1, 1911 in Camden, New York. The parents were James
W. O’Rourke Sr and Nellie O’Rourke. James had one brother Joseph and grew up with his cousins.
O’Rourke was a devout Catholic and belonged to St. John the Evangelist Church in the heart of
Camden.

O’Rourke was drafted into the U.S. Army and joined of May 25, 1942. After completing his Basic
Training, O’Rourke was sent to Fort Benning, Georgia and joined the 507" Parachute Infantry Regiment
of September 4, 1942. Private James W. O’Rourke Jr was assigned and joined Company F along with a
total of 140 soldiers. January 20, 1943 saw O’Rourke transferred to Service Company. He was
transferred to Service Company and would receive his Jump Wings.

Private O’Rourke was promoted to Technician 5th Grade and became the Dentist’s assistant, working
under John B. Long. Technician 5th Grade O’Rourke also became the Catholic Chaplin assistant for
Captain John J. Verret. O’Rourke went overseas in December of 1943 with the 507" Parachute Infantry
to England.

May 19, 1944 Technician Sth Grade O’Rourke was transferred from Service Company to the Medical
Detachment. O’Rourke’s duties remained the same. On June 5, 1944 O’Rourke and the rest of the 507™
Parachute Infantry Regiment flew into history. The 507™ Parachute Infantry was the last one into
Normandy at 2:32 am. Technician 5th Grade O’Rourke was injured on the Jump breaking his right foot.
He was taken to the 4™ Infantry Division’s Aid Station on Utah Beach on June 7, 1944. O’Rourke along
with 20 wounded Paratroopers and Infantry men were placed on to a small boat (the ones that carried in
the Infantry men on June 6, 1944 onto Omaha and Utah Beach). These wounded soldiers were being
taken to a Hospital Ship, but before they reached their destination they hit a landmine killing all the men
aboard including the Navy Sailors.

Technician 5th Grade James W. O’Rourke Jr was killed on June 7, 1944 in the Bay of Seine, France off
of the coast of Normandy. During the beginning of the second week of July 1944 some of those men
were found far out to sea. One of those men was O’Rourke. His body was identified by his dog tags.
Like the Navy Sailors, Technician 5th Grade O’Rourke was buried at sea July 10, 1944. The paperwork
was then forwarded ahead to the 605" Quartermaster Graves Registration Company and then to the
British in England.

O’Rourke’s effects were found on his body and were sent ahead to the 605™ Quartermaster Graves
Registration on August 12, 1944 from The Naval Officer-In-Charge, Isle of Wight, R.N. Establishment,
Service, Isle of Wight. At this point the U.S. Army decided that they did not receive the information
about the burial of James O’Rourke. The U.S. Army never informed the parent’s of his death, instead
told them that James O’Rourke Jr was Missing in Action and never told them what they knew.

Only on May 29, 2011 was a family member told about the death of James W. O’Rourke Jr. I was able
to contact James O’Rourke (his second cousin with the same name) and told him that his cousin had in

fact been Killed in Action, not Missing in Action. James W. O’Rourke’s parents placed a Headstone in
his memory after WWII at St. John the Evangelist Church in Camden, New York.

Postscript

I just received two photos from John Pietrowski (James’s Cousin). The one is James and the second is
from James’ parents Nellie and James. John’s Cousin Barbara remembers when Nellie was dying she

called out for her son who died in Normandy. John said that Nellie used to sit by the window waiting

for him to come home.

Brian Siddall
February 9, 2016 (May 29, 2011)
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AG 201 O'Rourke, Jam8s W., Jr. «3rd Ind, e 1g/3626
Has AGO. Washington 25, D. C. 10 Uay 1946
) To: Office of The Quartermaster General, Washington 25, D. C.

I. Reference is made ta the above named soldier, Technician Fifth
Grade James W. O'Rourke, Jr., 32 370 027, Infantry, in which you requested
further information.

2. Technician Fifth Grade James W. O'Rourke, Jr., was last seen in
plane before the Invasion of the Continent, since that time, he has never
been seen by any member of this command. Extracts of the 4Lth Infantry
Division Medical Blotters indicated that Technician Fifth Grade O'Rourke
was admitted to the 4th Infantry Division medical aid station on 7 June 1944,
with a fractured right foot, When first casualty reports were received,
Technician Fifth Grade O'Rourke was listed with a fractured right foot}
this information having been taken from a statement signed by Sidney M. Goren,
Captain. (Org Unk)

BY COMMAND LIFUTENANT GENERAL LUTES:

ADJUTANT GENERAL

SPRYZ 297 (0'“purke, James W., Jr. ¢4 Ind,
f;'.,l;—\
T/5)
ﬁdf, G /i ._Vnshin;tcn 7”,{“.7., 18 May 1916
! r . e T ¢ R e o e = AT 3 e
Tot  Codbpndine Cfficer, “merican Graves leglstration Command, ‘mropean

Ttli&f@\ * Areas/aR0 807, YNew York, llew York,
\ ~ "



8, Technician Fifth Grade O'Pourke, was inltially reported seriously
injured in action by TTO Shivment ¥umber 107, and his status was subsequently
changed tc missing in aciion 6 June 1844, His AG 201 file contains a cony of
a letter of this office to the Commanding General ETCUSL dated 28 Harch 1945
requesting clarification of his status. Information cortained in the Fourth
Indorscment to this communication reveals that he wes rcported as seriously
injured in action on 6 Junc 1944 per a casuclty report by Contain Disney Lis
Goren, organization unkmowm, and that extrocts of mecdical blotters of the 4th
Infentry Division indicated that this soldicr had been admitied to the 4th
Infantry D;vision aid stabion on 7 June 1944 with a froctured right foote = The
tenth indorsement to this communication states that Yec & O'Rourke Jumped in
Yormandy, Freonce,. with-the Medienl Detachment of the 507th Parachute Infantry,
at sbout 0200 hours, 6 Junc 1944, and that so far as could b0 detormined no
momber of thot unit hod secn him sinces It is also stobed thot he was yo--
ported seriously injured in nctionm, on the basis of the report that he hod
roceived medical troatment, The combat ropord and conbdatb norning report
showed him ns Missing in action, Tec 5 O'Tiourke's sorvice rocord shows that
ne beeamc missing in action 6 Junc 1944, ‘There does not appeaT any -information iv
dicoting that he was hospitalizeds '
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HEADQUARTERS _ A
605TH (il GRAVLES REGISTRATION CO.
: AJECOL9  ULS. AR
AG 293 , -9 August 190
SUSJECT: Transmittal of Irlwenmry of, Personal Effects

TO t Effects fuartermasier, BiCUS:, Denot (-1h, ADC 507, U.3s Army

1: Tranemitted herewith in accordance with Adm Cir #00, dated 25 Oct 1943,
g, S05, ZICUSA, is Iaventedy oi Bifects (WDAGO Form ;h} in triplicate concein-
ing subject named belov, ~

_O'Rourke,_ _‘{1\}%&5_\&* o Tec 5 . 32370027 -
A ] ]

(Ranky] - (aSH)

o e e seeNote _ __ _on ofa 10 july 1okl
{(Cvzerizationy 777 - (stztis) “(Gatey :

2¢ Cash found in effects amcunted o None

WIiCh vas converted to:

i e w———— A

3« The effects were forwarded to Bifocts Ofl, EVQUSA by Truck "
) Zon_ ANG 1921944
For the Commanding Officer:
ot A (2
_ (SO, BROVI
5 1st Lt., QMO
1l Inclse : Persommel 0Ifficer.
— Tacl 1 - WHAGO #5L (Trip) : -
Incl 2 - .

NOTE: Tilis Bodyy was not handled by"-’o\his unite Effects were received from The
Naval Officer-In-Charge, Isle of Wight, R.N. Establishment, Seaview, Isle
of Wight, who reported this body buried at sea. -
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” Form!prescribed by .
Comptroller General, U8, WAR DEPARTMENT ’ 3120
Y 7 Ocrober 1544 _ THE ADJUTANT GENERAL'S OFFICE

WASHINGTON-25, 0, C,

FINDING OF DEATH OF MISSING PERSON

Pursuant to the prouvisions of Section 5 of the Act of 7 March 1942 (Public Law 490 77th

Cong.) - as.amended, upon direction and delegation by The Secretary of War, The Chief,

Casualty Branch, The Adjutant General's Office, finds Technician Fiftﬁ’Grade James W,
O'Rourke, Junior, Army Serial Number 32, 370,027, Infantry,

to be dead. He was officially reported as missing in action as of the 6th day
of June 1844, For the purposes stated in said Act, death is presumed to have oc-
curred on the 7th day of Tune , 1945,

BY ORDER OF THE SECRETARY QF

. |

ADJUTANT GENERAL

/ﬁ/ /%CM W% ﬂgU/MMARY OF INFORMATION i cAsmLTY AN

AREA o T ‘“"'_‘y" rirmag JONP Lme oF  § o s oM DOTY ABSENCE
STATUS STATUS oury CONRDUCT STATYS AUfHD
_ ”;gﬁh—‘#’ N
European No Yes | Yes | No Yes
FREVIOUS REVIEWS
None
mBIRTH HOME ADDRESS QATL OF ENTRY DN CURRENT . LEMGTH OF SERVICE (AS OF PRESUMED
ACTIVE SERVICE DATE OF OEATH
H [ DAY:
1 Dec 1911 Camden, New York 25 May 1942 i;"“ | 0“‘“. 13‘
EMERGENCY ADDRESSEE T
NAME RELATIONSHIF ADDRESS 3 w tkins Avenue-—: .
Mrs. Nellie Q'Rourke Mother a :
. Camden, New York;
— BENEFICIARIES
NAME RELATIONSHIP ADDRESS .
Mrs. Nellie O'Rourks Mother 3 Watkins Avenue
‘ ' ' : Camden, New York
"NAME RELATIONSHIP ADDRESS .
3 Watkins Avenue
¥r, James QfHourke, Senicr Father Camden, New York ///
REMARKS - /
o Di stribut'iy_ 56
v : ‘ . - e
l » ‘;v I;"'h
Q
Circumstances of disappearance: Soldier became missing in action in northern
France while participating in the initial airborne phase of the inva31qp<8£ .
Western Europe. 3
i
Al
WD AGO FORM 0353 THIS FORM SUPERSEDES WD AGO FORM 0353, 1 NOVEMBER 1944, 2

b FERRUARY 1845 WHICH MAY BE USED UNTIL EXISTING STOCKS ARE EXHAUSTED,
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S NUNBER " F
2 [ | U818 (1)

NON-REC ERABLE CASE AREA OR ZONEL(S} -

RECORD OF REVIEW AND APPROVAL

Buropean
NAME (Lzst, First, Middle Initial) RANK SERIAL NUMBER
O'Rourke, James W,, Jr. 1/5 32 370 027

THE ATTACHED PROCEED!INGS OF THE FIELD BOARD OF REVIEW ‘HAYE BEEN REVIEWED AND THE FINDINGS OF NON—RECOVERABILITY OF
THE REMAINS OF THE FOLLOWING |ND|V|DUAL(S) ARE APPROVED. (Corrections in name, rank, and/or serial number have
been effected when appropriate.)

Individual Case

IN THE COURSE OF THIS REVIEW THE FOLLOWING SOURCES OF |NFORMATION HAVE BEEN EXAMINED FOR ADDITIONAL CLUES. COP!ES
OF ANY DOCUMENTS BEL'EVED MATER!AL TO THE CASE ARE ATTACHED FOLLOWING THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE FIELD BOARD OF REVIEW.

INITIALS OF ANALYST (CROSS OUT THOSE NOT APPLICABLE) |INITIALS OF ARALYST

) SEXAECRKDCRICRKATOOL
1. 293 FILE OF SUBJECT(S) 6 :- 2. JEERTING OF DEATH ‘/ﬁf

A = Z FYLE OF KNOWN [NTERMENTS IN GEOGRAPHICAL CLUE
3. U.S. MILITARY CEMETERIES, ISOLATED 4. INDEX FILE OF UNKNOWNS RECOVERED
LOCAT IONS, AND SEA BURIALS W FROM APPROPRIATE AREA d_f

ALPHABET ICAL INDEX OF -"BELIEVED ALPHABET ICAL FILE OF FORMER UN-

5. TO BE" AND TENTATIVELY IDENTIFIED 6.
UNKNOWNS l/ﬁf KNGWNS NOW [DENTIFIED ‘/df

7. OTHER DOCUMENTS CR SOURCES

None

THE FACTS AND CIRCUMSTANCES HAVE BEEN FOUNG TO BE SUBSTANTIALLY AS PRESENTED 1N THE ATTACHED PROCEEDINGS OF THE
FIELD BOARD OF REVIEW, WITH THE FOLLOWING EXCEPT|ONS:

MIA on 6 June 1944 during the invasion of Francs

Information contained in the 293 file of the decedent indicates that the
British Naval Officer-In-Charge, Isle of Wight reported that the body of the
decedent was buried at sea on 15 July 1944. Inasmuch as.detailed information.
relative to the burial is not given, it appears that this-case cannot be ac~
cepted as an authentic sea burial, therefore, the remains of the decedent are

yag L
congidered nonrecoverabla. ) . BARB A LETE
i‘,ﬂjf‘ws 1951
- . o
) Fan S \lAMu = n.
AME OF CASE ANALMST S 77" yv¥
AU - F 71V CASE TO SE FORWARDED TO D . P
A F N PR AL Teavi T PDrEET
Vincent A, Thomas/cwt OR CONSIDERATION OF NOTIFCATION T WM 252 7
. RECOMMEND APPROVAL e " AEPRUVED DA —
CASE REVIEWER, FINAL DETERMINA- | CHIEF, FINAL DETERMINAT JON SEC~ bt AT ON _ZEANG n
TION/S}ECIW TI0ON
£
/ , 7 ,-___” ”
w- Ac W Co co WA ON’ = s, .‘,
OQMG FORM 1916 4 / 48 9635

REY 5 MAY 49









